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E. German coaiitioss teeters 

EAST BERLIN (R) — East Germany's governing coalition teetered on 
the brink of collapse Wednesday because of jostling for political 
advantage after the country joins with West Germany. Newspapers 
accused the politicians of bickering over the prerise timing of unification 
rather than attending to the country's grave economic problems. “We 
have Supply bottlenecks, layoffs in the workplace, the farmers' crisis, but 
what is happening in the coalition is a 5ght for political position in the 
future unified Germany the labour-oriented daily Tribuene said. 
Another newspaper. Der Morgen, printed citizens' caustic comments on 
its front-page. One woman said: “It's revolting what's going on. Ws truly 
have other worries. This government Es only provisional anyway." East 
Germany will exist only until unification elections due in December for 
the government of a single Germany expected to be led by current West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and dominated by ministers froip the 
richer, bigger West. The small Liberal Party walked out of the coalition 
on Tuesday to protest against the insistence of the do minan t Christian 
Democrats (CDU) that the merger should take place after the Dec. 2 
elections. The liberals and another coalition partner, the Social Demo- 
crats tSPDl. want the unity proclamation d day before the poll. 
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Yemeni housing . 
minister dies 

SANAA {R) — Yemen's Minis- 
ter of Housing and Urban Plan- 
ning Abdul Qawi Muthena Hadi 
has died of a brain haemorrhage, 
the official Gazette said Wednes- 
day. He was 38. The minister 
died in West Germany Tuesday 
while- undergoing treatment, the 
Gazette said. Hadi held the same 
post in former South Yemen be- 
fore it merged with the North 
May 22. forming the Yemeni 
Republic. 


Quake jolts Iran’s 
oil-rich province 

NICOSIA (R) — A moderate 
earthquake Jolted Iran's oil-rich 
Khuzestan province Wednesday, 
causing panic in the provincial 
capital Ahvaz. Tehran Radio said 
the epicenter of the quake, 
measuring 5.2 on the open-ended 
Richter scale, was 500 kilometres 
south of the Iranian capital. It 
was not known immediately if 
there had been any casualties or 
damage. An earthquake, measur- 
ing 7.3, kilted about 40,000 peo- 
ple in northwest Iran last month. 


Police arrest two 
after IRA bomb 
kills four 

BELFAST (R) — Police said 
Wednesday they had arrested two 
men for questioning about a huge 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
bomb which killed a Catholic nun 
and three policemen when It blew 
their cars off a road m Northern 
Ireland. The IRA, fighting to end 
British rule in Northern Ireland, 
acknowledged it planted the 
bomb under the road near 
Armagh Tuesday. Sinn Fein, the 
IRA's political wing, said in a 
statement on Wednesday it re- 
gretted the death of 37-year-old 
Sister Catherine Donne in the 
bomb blast. It added that Sinn 
Fein was committed to creating 
conditions for peace in Northern 
Ireland but “this conflict con- 
tinues because of Britain's refusal 
to accept the Irish people's right 
to independence.” Police said 
they arrested the two men at their 
homes, not far from the scene of 
die blast when a landmine con- 
taining 450 kgs of explosive was 
set off. 


French investigators 
arrive in Beirut 

BEIRUT <R) — A tteam of 
French officials arrived in Leba- 
non Wednesday to probe an arms 
smuggling scandal involving 
French embassy guards in Beirut. 
The four investigators were 
whisked away by French embassy 
security men as they arrived at 
the airport m west Beirut. French 
Ambassador Rene Ala was wait- 
ing for them. They refused to 
answer questions about their mis- 
sion and embassy officials would 
not disclose their names. Security 
sources said the delegation would 
investigate reports that French 
embassy guards in Beirut had 
smuggled arms, including auto- 
matic weapons, to France. Up to 
150 gendarmes, all highly-trained 
and armed, are based in Beirut at 
any one time to defend France's 
three diplomatic premises and 
French envoys. 


Sedki due 
here Friday 

CAIRO (Petra) — Egyptian 
prime Minister Atef Sedki is due 
in Amman Friday on a three-day 
official visit upon an invitation 
from Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 

rim to take part m the meetings of 
the Joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
Higher Committee which open 
Saturday. Sedki will be accompa- 
nied by an official delegation 
comprising Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid, Minister of 
Transport Snlaiman Mitwalli, 
Minister of Electricity and Ener- 
gy Maher Abaza, Minister of 
Industry Mohammad Abdul 
Wahhab, Minister of Economy 
and Foreign Trade Ynsri Must* 
Minister of Education Fathi 
Surour, Minister of Labour and 
Training Asem Abdul Haq and 
Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Ahmad Radwan. 


Mubarak: Iraqi, Kuwaiti envoys to meet 

‘Iraq has no plan 

to attack Kuwait 
or any other party’ 


Combined agency dispatches 

CAIRO — Iraq has no plans to 
attack Kuwait or any other party 
and Kuwaiti and Iraqi envoys 
would meet in Saudi Arabia this 
weekend to discuss the crisis be- 
tween their countries, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak said 
Wednesday. 

Mubarak told reporters the en- 
voys would meet in Jeddah Satur- 
day or Sunday to discuss Iraqi 
charges that Kuwait was pumping 
too much oil. The sides have also 
swapped accusations of border 
violations. 

He said Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein bad “no intention to 
attack Kuwait or any other par- 
ty,” adding that both countries 
agreed to stop media attacks on 
each other as of Thursday. 

Mubarak also said Iraq had 
sent no extra troops to its border 
with Kuwait. “(Iraq) did not put 
new troops... (it has} no intention 
to move any troops.” 

A top aide to Mubarak. Osama AJ 
fiaz, said earlier Iraq and Kuwait 
had signalled the Egyptian president 
that they wanted to settle their dis- 
pute peacefully. 

Baz said Mubarak, who returned to 
Cairo Tuesday night after shuttling 
between Kuwait, Baghdad and Jed- 


dah, would continue his mediation 
efforts in the next few days. 

He said that during Mubarak's di- 
plomatic foray “elements of prog- 
ress." had “crystallised." 

Mubarak told Egyptian journalists 
on Tuesday he was seeking agree- 
ment for a meeting of the foreign 
ministers of Kuwait, Iraq, Egypt and 
possibly Saudi Arabia. 

Mubarak said Hussein had told him 
personally Tuesday that he would not 
attack Kuwait. 

Mubarak, speaking to reporters be- 
fore attending a graduation ceremony 
at an Egyptian police academy, urged 
Washington not to escalate the con- 
flict. 

“1 call on the United Slates of 
American that we do not escalate the 
issue between two brotherly Arab 
states." he said when asked about 
naval manoeuvres in the Gulf be- 
tween the United States and the 
Uni Led Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Tire Egyptian president appealed 
to Iraq and Kuwait to show flexibility 
in the Jeddah talks “so that we don't 
force any foreign power to play with 
us and enter in the middle and cause 
problems that wc will not know the 
end of.** 

Press sources in Baghdad said Iraqi 
media, which have made blistering 
attacks on Kuwait over the last week, 
bad been ordered to halt the cam- 
paign as of Thursday. 

In Kuwait, diplomatic sources who 
spoke on condition they not be 
named also said Hussein gave Mubar- 


ak assurances that he would not 
resort to force as long as Kuwait 
accepted his conditions. 

The conditions are that Kuwait 
should provide compensation for $2.4 
billion worth of oil that Baghdad 
claims were stolen from a border 
oilfield, and that the two countries 
hold direct talks to solve their- border 
problem. 

In addition. Iraq wants Kuwait to 
write off billions of dollars in debts 
built up during the Iran-lraq war, and 
demands the reopening of a border 
air corridor. 

The Iraqi News Agency said Arab 
League Secretary General Chadli KJi- 
bi, trying to mediate in the crisis, 
briefed Hussein Wednesday on his 
visit to Kuwait last week. 

Arab diplomats said Klibi's media- 
tion efforts had been largely over- 
taken by the mission by Mubarak. 

1NA said Mubarak telephoned 
Hussein Wednesday. Diplomats said 
the Egyptian president briefed him on 
his visits to Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Egypt's Middle East News Agency 
said Mubarak also had telephone 
conversation Wednesday with the 
emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jabcr AJ 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, and King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Kuwait's Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Saad AJ Abdullah A1 
Sabah said Wednesday his country 
wanted direct talks with Iraq on their 
row. 


U.S. group hits 
Israeli army policy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A U.S. human rights group 
accused the Israeli government 
Wednesday of allowing troops in 
the occupied territories to carry 
out summary killings of Palesti- 
nians fleeing arrest. 

“Since scores of Palestinians 
have been killed while fleeing, 
the rules on apprehending sus- 
pects amount to a 'Wanted-dead- 
or-alive' policy.” Middle East 
Watch said in a report released in 
the U.S. and here. 

“Both these rules and the rules 
on plastic bullets allow soldiers to 
inflict summary capital punish- 
ment on suspects who are not 
posing a threat to life,” the study 
said. 

The organisation, which has 
issued reports on human rights 
violations in other Middle East 
countries, said soldiers had per- 
mission to. use their weapons in a 
wide range of situations when 
they were not in danger. 

The army issued, a statement 
accusing the report of being one 
sided because it did not examine 
Palestinian violence and said 
rules for opening fire had been 
approved by Israel’s judicial 


bodies. 

The army disperses demonstra- 
tors with plastic bullets, which 
have often inflicted fata] wounds, 
and fires at suspects or masked 
individuals if they ignore warn- 
ings to hah. 

“By failing to act decisively to 
change these policies and prac- 
tices. Israel’s government effec- 
tively condones the unjustified 
killing of Palestinians." the re- 
port said. 

The charges by the U.S. orga- 
nisation, an affiliate of the U.S.- 
based Human Rights Watch, fol- 
lowed nearly identical accusa- 
tions earlier this month by the 
Israeli human rights group 
B'tselem. . 

Middle East Watch called on 
Washington to step up monitor- 
ing of Israeli actions in the occu- 
pied territories and to publicly 
protest whenever it finds human 
rights abuses. 

"The lack of restraint in open- 
ing fire is further encouraged by 
the failure to investigate vigor- 
ously and to mete out appropriate 
punishments when soldiers ex- 
ceed their orders,” Middle East 
Watch said. 


Israel beefs up 
forces in Lebanon 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israel has reinforced its self-de- 
clared “security zone" in South 
Lebanon where Shi’ite Muslim 
militias are fighting a 10-day old 
war. security sources said 
Wednesday. 

They said a column of about 30 
Israeli military vehicles, including 
Merkava tanks and U.S. -made 
M-113 armoured personnel car- 
riers, crossed into Lebanese terri- 
tory late Tuesday and took up 
positions in the “security zone.” 

Israeli troops also brought 
artillery batteries into the area, 
the sources told Reurers. 

The reinforcements were de- 
ployed near Marjayoun, eight 
kilometres north of Israel, and in 
the village of Kfar Houneh over- 
looking the Iqlim AJ Toufah area 
where battles between Ama! and 
Hizbollah forces have killed 135 
people and wounded 250. 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah and 
Syrian-backed Amal, vying for 
leadership of Lebanon’s 1.5 mil- 
lion Shi’ites, fought with 
madxineguns, mortars and rock- 
ets Wednesday around the village 
of Jarjouh, the sources said. 


Police said no fresh attacks 
were mounted by Ama) militia to 
recapture Jarjouh, a strategic hill- 
top village seized by Hizbollah 
ten days ago. 

Jarjouh was the scene of fero- 
cious hand-to-hand battles on 
Tuesday when Amal militiamen 
and their leftist Lebanese allies 
launched a large-scale offensive 
to oust Hizbollah militants. 

The Hizbollah forces repulsed 
the assault in a battle that killed 
23 people and wounded 60. 

Israel occupied the 15- 
kilometre deep “security zone" in 
Lebanon in 1985 in what it said 
was a measure to prevent guerril- 
la attacks against its northern 
settlements. The strip is patrolled 
by 1,000 Israeli troops and some 
1,500 Israeli-backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia. 

About 600 guerrillas of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) were sent into Iqlim 
AI Toufah, a mountainous dis- 
trict about 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut, last week in a bid to quell 
the violence. 

They have since declared their 
support for Amal. 


Iraqi 

president 

summons 

American 

ambassador 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein sum- 
moned United States Ambassa- 
dor April Glaspie for talks 
Wednesday as a state-run news- 
paper said Iraq would not bow to 
U.S. pressure in its dispute with 
Kuwait. 

Government radio, which re- 
ported the meeting, gave no de- 
tails on the contents of the talks. 

The Iraqi News Agency (DMA) 
said Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
also attended the meeting, but 
did not elaborate. 

Aziz accused the United States 
Tuesday of inciting Kuwaiti 
“aggression" against Iraq in the 
oil and territorial row between 
the Gulf neighbours. 

It said Kuwait and the United 
States had conspired to drive 
down world oil prices and harm 
Iraq, almost totally dependent on 
oil dollars for reconstruction after 
its war with Iran. 

A Western diplomat described 
the meeting between Hussein and 
Glaspie us unprecedented and 
believed their talks may have 
covered U.S. naval exercises with 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in the southern Gulf. 

Iraq accused' Kuwait and the 
UAE last week of sabotage, driv- 
ing down world oil prices by 
glutting the oil market. It also 
charged Kuwait with stealing oil 
and territorial aggression. 

The U.S. moved up the date 
for a previously-scheduled exer- 
cise with the UAE, drawing 
strong criticism from Iraq which 
earlier this year called for the 
withdrawal of American warships 
from the waterway. 

The U.S., saying that Iraq had 
massed troops on its border with 
Kuwait, issued a warning 
Tuesday. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said: 
“Iraq and others know there is no 
place for coercion and intimida- 
tion in a civilised world.” 

In Abu Dhabi, a spokesman 
for the UAE Foreign Ministry 
said the U.S. announcements of 
joint naval exercises with the 
UAE forces contained “unjusti- 
fied exaggerations.” 

In a statement distributed by 
the official news agency WAM, 
the spokesman said at this time of 
year the UAE holds routine milit- 
ary training exercises. 



Citizens of MaErsq Governorat? gathered Wednesday to receive His Majesty King Hussein (Petra photo) 

King visits bedouins in Mafraq governorate 


Bani Hassan tribes renew 



or uprising 



MAFRAQ (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday visited Mafraq and 
met with bedouin tribes cf the 
Bani Hassan clan gathered a: 
Rahab town in the governo- 
rate. The tribes’ leader* 
renewed their allegiance to the 
King. 

Speakers representing va- 
rious tribal branches units ex- 
pressed their readiness to fight 
for the Kingdom in the service 
of the Hashemite family. 

King Hussein thanked the 
tribes and said he took deep 
pride in belonging to the 


Jordanian family. 

He said he was delighted to 
see "members of this family 
firmly united and determined 
to contribute to the develop- 
ment of the Kingdom." 

"The challenges which Jor- 
dan faces today," he said, "can 
by no means deter the Jorda- 
nian people from further cohe- 
sion and constant work to build 
a strong shield defending the 
whole Arab Nation.” "We are 
determined to confront and 
overcome the challenges and 
to defend the homeland,” the 
King added 


At the outset of the meet- 
ing, the King heard addresses 
by tribal leaders and poets 
voicing their people's solid 
backing for the King's leadership 
and their continued efforts to 
support national efforts to re- 
gain the usurped lands in 
Palestine and to support the 
Palestinian people's uprising. 

They also expressed total 
support for the democrarisa- 
tion process in Jordan and said 
that everybody was com mined 
to shoulder responsibility in 
safeguarding higher national 
interests. 


King Hussein received a 
message from the Bani Has- 
san 's youth pledging continued 
allegiance to the Throne and 
commitment to the Great Arab 
Revolt. 

The Bani Hassan tribes pre- 
sented the King with a number 
of Arabian horses and the King 
later lunched with the heads of 
the tribes. 

King Hussein was accompa- 
nied on the visit by Prime 
Minister Mudar Bad ran. Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, and several other offi- 
cials. 


House defers debate 
on Jewish emigres, 
pending Cabinet report 


By A bd nil ah Hasaaat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday con- 
vened to discuss Soviet Jewish 
immigration into Palestine, but 
the session was cut short, pending 
a government report on the issue. 

The session began on a tense 
note, when Democratic Bloc De- 
puty Fakhri Kawar (Amman) and 
five of his colleagues moved a 
motion demanding that the 
House cable the Egyptian gov- 
ernment to “muzzle the hostile 
pens" of Egyptian journalists 
who recently attacked Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLOl 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and die 
Palestinian people. 

Ka war’s motion was killed in a 
matter of minutes, when many 
deputies objected on the basis 
that they did not want to "in- 
volve” themselves in an issue 
they “knew very little about.” 

Deputy Abdul Hafiz Eiawi 
(Madaba) protested that he did 
not see the press articles in ques- 
tion and said: “We condemn 
them all: Mansour, Taha Hussein 
and Gama! Abdul Nasser." The 
Muslim Brotherhood deputy was 
referring to Egyptian columnist 
Anis Mansour, who is leading the 
campaign by some Egyptian jour- 
nalists against the PLO and Arab- 
ism in general; Taha Hussein, the 
late Egyptian literary writer, 
whom Kawar cited as a true Arab 
nationalist; and late President 
Gamal Abdul Nasser, the leader 
of the Arab nationalism in the 
1950 and 60s. 

Deputy lssa Rimouni sug- 
gested that Jordanian journalists 
challenge the Egyptian and said 
he trusted that the Egyptian gov-- 
eminent and parliament will deal 
with the issue. 

A row erupted between 
Brotherhood Deputy Abdul 
Muoem Abu Zanl (Amman) and 
National Bloc Deputy Rimouni.- 
Abu Zant had chafed that the 
House and government had al- 
ways failed to take “historic deri- 


sions’’ whenever a matter of sig- 
nificance was debated in the 
House. 

“This has become like a soccer 
match." Abu Zant said. "The 
government either scores, or 
withdraw." At that moment 
someone in the gallery, a bearded 
young man. clapped. 

Deputy Rimouni then took the 
floor and biasted the Islamist 
deputy. "I am not defending the 
government.” he said. "3ut those 
{the ministers) are our brothers 
and cousins, we cannot blame 
everything on them.” Rimouni 
continued that if it was a matter 
of gaining publicity and clapping. 
“ne:ti time Til bring my people 
from Rimon and J crash to clap 
for me.” 

Brotherhood Deputy Ham ro- 
am Said (Amman) also deman- 
ded that the government present 
a policy statement on the im- 
migration issue before deputies 
debate it. Deputies Fawzi 
Tueraeh (Fuhais Democratic 
bioc), ?.Sonammac Muarar (North 
Bedouin, National bloc") and 
Ahmad SCuofafci (Muslim 
Brothers. Irfcidl seconded the 
motion. 

Foreign Minister Marwan AI 
Qasem then premised to give the 
House a full account of the gov- 
ernment’s actions, so far on the 
issue. 

At the outset of the session 
Independent Islamist Deputy 
Jamal Ai Sarayreh . (Karat) 
briefed the House on s visit he 
made as pan of an Arab par- 
liamentary delegation to 
Moscow. 

Sarayreh said be believed the 
Soviet Union had no strong in- 
terest any more in the Middle 
East but that Soviet officials re- 
mained sympathetic to Arab con-, 
cerns. 

Sarayreh proposed that Jordan 
prepare for war, seek to revive 
the Eastern From, reconcile Iraq 
and Syria and urge Egypt to 
abandon the Camp David 
accords. 


Gorbachev serves 
ultimatum to militias 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev issued a 
decree Wednesday giving armed 
outlaw groups 15 days to turn in 
their weapons and disband, or 
else he will use military force 
against them, TASS reported. 

“Armed units, nor envisaged 
under Soviet legislation, are illeg- 
al and to be disbanded within 15 
days.” the decree said. 
"Weapons, ammunition, explo- 
sive substances, military hard- 
ware and other types of muni- 
tions arc to be surrendered to 
representatives of the USSR In- 
terior Ministry within the same 
period of time." 

TASS, the official news agen- 
cy. said the decree was issued in 
response to armed groups being 
formed in regions of the country 
beset by ethnic violence during 
the last two years. 

TASS did not specify which 
regions the decree referred to, 
but said last week that outlaw 
bands were on rampages in the 
republics of Armenia and Kirghi- 
zia. 

TASS had said armed mobs 
attacked government installations 
and seized weapons from police 
stations in Armenia, where at 
least 200 people have died in two 
years of ethnic fighting. The vio- 
lence has been directed against 
residents of the neighbouring re- 
public of Azerbaijan. 

In Kirghizia, where 212 peple 
have died in ethnic unrest since 
June 4. TASS said last week that 
police had confiscated 26 firearms 
and detained 180 people.. 


Gorbachev's decree authorised 
local police, as well as officials of 
the republics, the Interior Minis- 
try and the KGB to confiscate 
all weapons from the outlaw 
groups within 15 days. 

If the armed groups do not 
surrender their weapons and dis- 
band. "the Soviet Interior Minis- 
try has the right to use interior 
troops, and units of the Soviet 
Defence Ministry may become 
involved in some operations,” 
TASS said. 

Gorbachev's decree was aimed 
a; outlaw groups that threaten 
people's Jives, seize arms, assault 
soldiers end police, and attack 
military ..nd civilian facilities. 
TASS said. 

"They are connected with the 
commission of other grave 
crimes, and lead to casualties 
among innoceni people." TASS 
said. "Criminals, draft dodgers 
and deserters from the armed 
forces are often drawn into these 
groups.” 

TASS said authorities in some 
areas had connived with local 
armed groups. 

Senior Soviet army officers in 
Armenia had appealed to Mos- 
cow for permission to act against 
armed nationalist groups that 
have launched a number of 
attacks on troops since May. 

The Kremlin has several times 
ordered the Armenian govern- 
ment in Yerevan to take action 
but with no apparent result. 

Additional units of Soviet 
troops were first sent to Armenia 
two years ago. 
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Petra Bank employees rally, 
demand their rights secured 


By Sana Atiyeb 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Organisers of a 
rally to express solidarity with 
Petra Bank employees Tues- . 
day night called on the govern- 
ment to open all corruption 
files dealing with the bank be- 
fore Jor dani an citizens, and 
asked that all the bank’s em- 
ployees be placed in similar 
jobs in other financial institu- 
tions. 

“Until today, and despite 
the deraocratisation process in 
Jordan, we have not yet heard 
a single name — officially or 
unofficially — of those in- 
volved in die collapse of Petra 
Bank. We have not heard of 
what Ahmad Chalabi and his 
group have done, .or of all 
those involved in the corrup- 
tion case with him from gov- 
ernment ministries and depart- 
ments and the private sector." 
Haidar Rashid, president of 
the Banks and Insurance Em- 
ployees Association (BIEA), 
said. 

At a rally held at the Profes- 
sional Associations Complex 
Rashid called on all employees 
and workers in financial in- 
stitutions to stand by the Petra 
Bank employees in their 
“struggle to achieve their 
rights” by putting pressure on 
the government to ensure that 
the employees will receive 
their rights. He also called on 
all the “progressive parties and 
deputies to stand by this 


cause.” 

Petra Bank is under liquida- 
tion ordered this week by the 
Economic Security Committee 
(ESC). AH accounts of the 
bank have been ordered trans- 
feree! to theHousingBank, leav- 
ing the employees uncertain 
about their future employ- 
ment. The Governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ), 
Mohammad Sa’id Nabulsi, said 
at the time that the rights of 
the employees — around 680 
people — were guaranteed. 

“We know very well that the 
CBJ governor cannot force 
financial institutions to employ 
the Petra Bank workers, and 
;your (employees Irights cannot 
be protected by the govern- 
ment. Therefore, we are mak- 
ing your cause into a national 
one," Rashid told Tuesday's 
gathering of 400 employees 
and others who attended the 
rally to express solidarity with 
them. 

He announced that a 
“national committee for Petra 
Bank employees” was open to 
all those who want to partici- 
pate in pressuring the govern- 
ment into ensuring the em- 
ployees' rights. 

The low turn-out at the rally 
was criticised by Rashid. 
“Those colleagues who did not 
attend today’s meeting think 
their problem will be solved 
through the government be- 
cause of the official statements 
that have been made. But the 
government has not yet made 


any clear statement as to what 
wiU happen to them,” Rashid 
said. 

Banners and posters were 
hung on the walls of the main 
hall at the association complex 
reading: “Let the government 
bear responsibility for the col- 
lapse of the financial sectors;” 
“They stole our money and the 
strength of our children while 
they sleep peacefully in their 
extravagant homes;” and “let 
this rally be a launching point 
for the struggle against corrup- 
tion." 

The ball was bustling with 
talk and the participants 
seemed disinterested in what 
was being said during the rally. 
There was an atmosphere of 
scepticism and pessimism dur- ' 
ing the speeches, but the parti- 
cipants' enthusiasm picked up 
after Rashid announced that 
their recommendations would 
be cabled to concerned offi- 
cials, including His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Speaking at the rally, Mazen 
Saket, personnel officer at Pet- 
ra Bank, said that the demands 
of the employees were known: 
“to get what they deserve.” 

“The employees demand 
that they be placed in simil ar 
jobs with the same conditions 
in other financial institutions, 
transferring their financial 
obligations to their new jobs, 
compensating those who want 
to be compensated until they 
find other jobs, malting public 
the developments and mea- 


sures taken to ensure that the 
employees wiU be placed in 
other in s t ituti o n s. They also 
demand that these demands be 
executed by die association 
and concerned parties,” Saket 
said. 

Also speaking at the rally 
were Amman Deputy Mansour 
Murad, Jordanian Pharmacists 
Association President Tavseer 
Humsi and newspaper col- 
umnist Mohammad Daudia. 
They all expressed solidarity 
with the employees’ “straggle 
to fight” for their rights. 

Rashid also announced that 
there were messages of solidar- 
ity from different deputies 
from the Democratic Bloc in 
Parliament, some political par- 
ties, employees from different 
financial institutions and pro- 
fessional and labour unions. 

Recommendations from the 
rally called on all banking and 
financial institutions to bear 
some responsibility to work 
towards overcoming the eco- 
nomic problems feeing the 
country and called on die gov- 
ernment to “disengage from 
the grips of the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank.” 

The BIEA deckled to send 
the recommendations of the 
rally to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein,, the prime minister, the 
CBJ governor, the speakers of 
the Lower and Upper Houses 
of Parliament, the minister of 
labour and the General Fed- 
eration of Labour Unions. 


Brucellosis cases show dramatic increase 


By Aida Tawil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — There has been a 
sharp increase in the number 
of brucellosis cases this year in 
Jordan largely due to short- 
comings in prevention and gov- 
ernment failure to tackle the 
problem seriously, according 
to a study released by Dr. 
Mustafa Shennak, bead of in- 
ternal medicine department at 
the A1 Bashir Hospital in Am- 
man. 

The study reveals that 490 
cases of brucellosis are now 
being treated at the hospital. 

"We receive seven to 10 
brucellosis cases a week, up 
from one case a week or even a 
month in the past three years,'’ 
according to Dr. Shennak who 
expressed fear that the disease 
is becoming epidemic. 

“Nearly 50 per cent of the 
patients are teenagers, ranging 
in age from 11 to 20," he 
added. 

“Initiatives like state fund- 
ing and private contributions 
to help deal with the disease 
have to be made to stop the 
danger, since prevention and 
cure of the disease are costly 
and causing a long-term bur- 
den on Jordan,” said Shennak. 

Dr. Shennak urges a cam- 
paign of awareness among peo- 


ple and advises boiling and/or 
heating milk and milk products 
for at least 10 minutes before 
consumption in order to avoid 
becoming contaminated with 
brucella. He advised against 
consuming raw meat and liver. 

Dr. Atef Hamameh, an in- 
ternist at the Zarqa Govern- 
ment Hospital, points out cer- 
tain trends in health policy in 
Jordan and savs he and his 
colleagues have been treating an 
average of 30-40 brucellosis 
cases a week. 

“Particular care should be 
given to the livestock wealth in 
Jordan, and the Ministry of 
Agriculture, especially the 
veterinary section, should 
undertake this important 
task,” Hamameh said. 

“The concerned health au- 
thorities in Zarqa, including 
the veterinary branch, should 
cooperate with the private 
dairy processing plants to 
promote hygiene measures in 
Zarqa,” added Hamameh. 

“There is no point in issuing 
regulations if nobody abides by 
them," he concluded. 

Brucellosis, which is an in- 
fectious chronic disease, 
affects animals and human 
beings. Brucella is the bacteria 
that causes the disease. It was ' 
discovered in 1886 by Sir 
David Bruce. 


The bacteria attack the lives- 
tock, mainly cows and sheep; 
human beings may contract the 
infection from eating products 
from the sick animals. 

Doctors say that the disease 
could enter the body through 
abraded skin, the inner layer of 
the external eye and lids and 
through the respiratory mu- 
cosa. but the most known way 
is through the ingestion of con- 
taminated food, according to 
Dr. Shennak. 

“The contaminated subst- 
ances reach the body thro ugh 
the gastro- intestinal tract mu- 
cosa,” Shennak said. He added 
that the infection happens in- 
sidiously. 

“The symptoms are rise in 
temperature, malaise and fati- 
.gue, and continuous 
headaches,” he said. 

Dr. Shennak said that statis- 
tics over the past three years at 
A1 Bashir Hospital showed 
that brucellosis cases were as 


follows: . 

No. of 

Medium 

patients 


82 

milk 

256 

cheese 

109 

yoghurt 

7 

ice cream 

3 

direct contact 


with animals 

33 

unknown 


Police nab peddlar 
of counterfeit dollars 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A non-Jorda- 
nian Arab was arrested by the 
police in downtown Amman 
Wednesday while frying to ped- 
dle counterfeit U.S. dollars, 
according to an announcement by 
the Public Security Department 
(PSD). 

It said that the man, whose 


identity was not revealed, was 
found trying to sen a sutn of 800 
counterfeit U.S. dollars at one of 
the capital’s central cafes. The 
police were informed about the 
man and they immediately moved 
into detain him, said the 
announcement. No further de- 
tails were available. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press . Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

£r Plastic art exhibition by Rndaina and Ruba Haddad at the 
Housing Bank Complex ban, 

fr Exhibition Of paintings by ten Iraqi artists at the Jordan PhrfiV 
Art Association Gallery — teL No. 699914. 

☆ Exhibition of p a in ti ngs depicting Arabian and other horses by 
Henri Busy at the Philadelphia Hotel. 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

☆ Concerts by the Jordan Armed Forces Band (6:00 - 7:00 p.m.), 
a local folk troupe (7:00 - 8:00) an Indian folk troupe (8:30 - 
9:30 p.m.) at the Forum. 

4 Play for children entitled “Cinderella*’ at Artemis Steps — 7:30 
p.m. 

* Arabic play entitled “Cairo 80” at the South Theatre — 8 JO 
p.m. 

£ Concert by the Warsaw Accordion Quintet at Artemis Steps — 
9:30 p.m. 


Dr. Shennak said that pa- 
tients were mostly from rural 
areas of Jordan and the male- 
female ratio of cases was one 
to two. 

According to Shennak, this 
survey covered an estimated 20 
per cent of the total number of 
patients in Jordan. 

In the United Kingdom, 
Shennak said, the authorities 
discovered that one third of the 
country’s cattle was affected by 
brucella.” Despite its high 
technology and advanced de- 
velopment, it took Britain 17 
years of hard efforts to discov- 
er the serious effects of 
brucellosis and eradication cost 
them 360,000 heads of farm 
animals, worth £200 million. 

Shennak believes that the 
high percentage of the disease 
among women is largely due to 
their direct contact with anim- 
als. He said that treatment 
lasts for six weeks and is very 
costly. 

Specialists at A1 Bashir Hos- 
pital urge the government to 
take proper measures to deal 
with the situation and make 
use of the media and other 
forms of communication to 
spread awareness among the 
members of the public and 
save animal and human life. 


Seven ambassadors 
present credentials 



Vn mtk— l tr aining is one of the focuses of projects Implemented by 
Queen Afia Social Welfare Fund (Jordan Times file photo). 

Voluntary centre 
opens in Karak 


AMMAN (Petra) — Seven newly 
appointed ambassadors to Jordan 
Wednesday presented their 
credentials to His Majesty King 
Hussein at separate ceremonies 
held at Raghadan Palace. 

The ambassadors were Nelson 
Haddad Hreizi of Chile, Dodo 
Diyoub of Senegal, Aba Baker 
Ghorbeh Abdullah of Nigeria. 
John Conarten of Sri Lanka, 
Abdo Mousa of Niger, Chiang 
Hiding of Singapore and Zimen 
Cassigen of Ethiopia. 

The presentation ceremonies 
were attended by Chief of the 
Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the King’s Political Advi- 
sor Adnan Abu Odeh and Depu- 
ty Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem. 

Upon his arrival at the Ragha- 
dan Palace, King Hussein was 


greeted by a guard of honour and 
the band played the Jordanian 
national anthem as well as the 
national anthems of tire countries 
of the new ambassadors to 
Jordan. 

In another development. His 
Majesty King Hussein has bes- 
towed on the Bulgarian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Yancho Demi rev 
A1 Istikal Medal of the First 
Order in appreciation of his 
efforts to bolster Jordanian- 
Bulgarian relations. 

The medal was bestowed on 
Demirev upon the termination of 
his tour of duty in the Kingdom- 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Qasem presented the medal to 
the outgoing ambassador at a 
hinch he held in his honour 
attended by several ambassadors 
to Jordan. 


KARAK (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma 
Wednesday opened a social 
voluntary services centre in 
Karak to render voluntary ser- 
vices to the local population. 

Established on a (riot of land 
offered by Karak Municipality, 
the centre comprises a kindergar- 
ten, accommodating 120 chil- 
dren, a vocational training unit, 
offering training to young women 
in typing, dress malting, knitting 
and tricot work and a multi- 
purpose hall. 

The project, the 24th centre 
operated by the Queen Alia So- 
cial Welfare Fund (QAF), was 
financed through contributions 
from the Industrial Development 
Bank, tbe Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company and Karak 
Municipality. 


Princess Basina, who is chair- 
person of QAF*s Board of Trus- 
tees, toured the various sections 
and, in a speech later, thanked 
those who contributed to tbe pro- 
ject. 

“Social work is no more a 
traditional work, but rather an 
important and responsible mis- 
sion especially in promoting the 
standard of children and women 
in tbe rural regions of Jordan,'’ 
the Princess said at the ceremony. 

The project was carried out in 
cooperation between QAF and 
the Muab charitable society in 
Karak. _ 

Following tbe opening cere- 
mony, the Princess opened an 
exhibition of handicraft organised 
at the Karak ancient castle in the 
presence of a number of parlia- 
ment deputies from tbe Karak 
Govemorate and other officials. 


Oil exploration 
to start in Ajloun 


Irbid Municipality 
to modernise the city 


IRBID (Petra) — Irbid Munici- 
pality has comprehensive plan to 
make the city of Irbid a modem 
one with distinguished services. 
Irbid Mayor Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeisfaat said Wednesday. 

Tubeisbat said in a press con- 
ference that the citizens of the 
city have a major role in bringing 
the plans of the municipality to 
success by paying their financial 
commitments. 

Tubeishat reviewed steps taken 
by the municipality to present 
service such as drawing a new 
organisational structure, describ- 
ing the duties of the municipal- 
ity’s employees as well as bolding 
technical and administrative 
training courses for them. 

The municipality, he said, will 
draw a comprehensive plan for 
organising and solving the prob- 
lems of traffic in cooperation with’ 
Amman Municipality and the 


Italian experts 
come to 
Jordan 


Public Security Department 
(PSD). Tbe plan is based on 
finding a centre for the city to 
reduce traffic jams, assigning ser- 
vice taxis stations away from the 
centre of the city and allowing 
only pedestrians to enter the 
Martyr Wasfi AI Tal Street. 

Tubeishat said that Irbid Muni- 
cipality was one of the municipa- 
lities in the Kingdom most in- 
terested in cleanliness and public 
safety; he added that the next 
days would witness improvement 
in this field. 

He said the municipality had 
built 15 gardens, a library and a 
children dub. 

Tbe municipality, said 
Tnbeisaht, has finished the first 
stage of the Irbid Municipality 
building project which indudes a 
parking lot, a market, 12 offices, 
a building for the municipality’s 
building and a lectures and meet- 
ings hall. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA), re- 
sponsible for oil and natural gas 
exploration in the Kingdom, wiU 
soon start drilling in the Ajloun 
region to prospect for oil. NRA 
Director-General Kama! Jreisat 
announced Wednesday. 

He said that the drilling will be 
done npon recommendations 
from NRA teams of geologists 
who provided information in- 
dicating signs of the oil presence 
in the region. 

“Once the drilling has been 
done, toe NRA will work out a 
detailed programme for studying 
the higher regions of Jordan with 
the purpose of determining the 
possibility of oil and gas finds,” 
Jreisat said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

This is the first time that NRA 
announces drilling in the Ajloun 
district in northern Jordan, as all 
previous drillings took place in 
die Azraq and Rishefa districts in 
north eastern regions. 

Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Thabet Al Taber 
last April revealed that the King- 
dom produces up to 400 barrels of 
crude oil and around 22 million 
cubic feet of natural gas on a daily 
basis from the oil and gas fields in 


north eastern Jordan. 

“NRA is spearheading efforts 
in the search for oil in the King- 
dom in cooperation with foreign 
oil firms operating in the King- 
dom,” the minister said. 

One of tbe foreign firms is the 
Petro-Canada International 
Assistance Corporation which 
last February signed an agree- 
ment with the Jordanian govern- 
ment to expand its current ofi and 
gas exploration m the Kingdom 
and raised to S37 million its con- 
tributions to NRA’s efforts. - 

Jreisat told the Jordan limes 
that the drilling, south east of 
Anjara in tbe Ajloun area, is 
expected to cost JD 2 million and 
will be carried out by NRA teai^s 
of technicians. 

He said that Jordan extracts 
natural gas from Al Risheh where 
turbines will soon be installed to 
produce electricity. 

The 400 barrels of oil per day, 
he said, are extracted at the Azt- 
aq fields also in the north east of 

Amma n. 

According to Taher, the gas 
produced at Risheh will help pro- 
duce at least 15 per cent of the 
total energy and electricity in the 
kingdom. " 


Horse exhibition 
to be held 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibi- 
tion of thorough bred Arabian 
horses will be held in the com- 
pound of the Royal Stables in 
Amman on Friday, July 27, at 
3 p.m. organisers said 
Monday. 


The horses shown are bred . 
at various breeding stables su- 
pervised by the Registration 
Committee of Jordan and 
acceptable internationally as : 
thorough breds. Tbe horses are 
four years old and under. 


to restore 

Minister reviews] Madaba mosaic 

Tafileh water 
situation 


Last August the police 
announced the seizure of 144,000 
counterfeit U.S. dollars from 
smugglers coming from Syria and 
reported the arrest of several 
other people trying to peddle 
counterfeit dollars in Amman. 

In the following month the 
[ police announced the seizure of 
] 13,800 counterfeit dollars and the 
arrest of nine persons, in chiding 
five Jordanians. 

In another development, the 
PSD announced Wednesday that 
20 rolls of copper cables laid by 
the Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) for telephone 
communications purposes have 
been stolen at an area near the 
border town of Ramtha in north- 
ern Jordan. 

The PSD said that altogether a 
100-metre long cable was lost in 
the theft as was reported by the 
TCC. Tbe robbers had used a 
sharp knife to cut off the cable 
according to the TCC, the 
announcement added, bnt gave 
no other details. 

Last May police arrested a 
group of people who had stolen 
telephone cables worth more 
than JD 6,000. The theft had 
caused damage to and disruption 
of telephone services in die Maf- 
raq Govemorate north east of 

Amman . 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Daoud Kha- 
Jaf Wednesday visited the Tafileh 
Govemorate, in southern Jordan, 
to inspect the water situation, 
there mid discuss water problems 
with local officials. 

“The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation is now planning to con- 
duct a field study in tiie Tafileh 
region to ensure sufficient 
amounts of water, especially in 
the summer season, to avoid any 
water shortages,” Khalaf said at a 
meeting with the Tafileh gov- 
ernor and other officials. 

He said that tbe Zibdeh arte- 
sian well, which pumps 80 cubic 
metres of water pet hour, will be 
reactivated to meet the needs of 
the population. 

The Water Authority of Jor- 
dan, he added, wQl soon start 
replacing the old water networks 
to ensure no water losses and 
waste. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sergio Pezzi 
and Aotonino VaccaUnzzo ar- 
rived in Jordan last week in order 
to restore the mosaic of the Apos- 
tle’s Church in Madaba. 

The two Italian experts are two 
restorers of tbe Directorate of 
Ravenna of tbe Italian Ministry 
of Cultural Properties and have 
been sent to Jordan by tbe Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs upon 
a request by die Jordanian De-, 
partmeut of Antiquities. 

The mission of die two restorers, 
die materials they will use as well 
as the air transportation from 
Rome to Amman is a grant of the 
Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to the Jordanian govern- 
ment, according to tbe Italian 
embassy in Amman. 

The restoration of the mosaic 
of Apostle’s Church in Madaba is 
the first stage of a project under 
study which aims at establishing a 
mosaic school in Madaba with toe 
technical assistance of the Italian 
government, toe embassy said in 
a statement to the Jordan Times. 
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Debate for all 


THE LOWER House of Parliament last night began a 
debate on Soviet Jewish immigration into Palestine. The 
debate is of great significance to Jordan since the short-term 
and long-term implications of such a swelling of the Jewish 
state’s population have yet to be folly explored. 

Ed only a few cases in history have the people of a country 
been uprooted and squeezed out of their country like the 
Palestinians. And rarely, if at all, has a small country like 
Palestine been “promised” to millions of people other than 
its original inhabitants to settle it. The implications on the 
region, its demography and its resources of mfflkms of 
Soviet and other Jews moving into Palestine must be 
far-reaching. The Western talk of human rights ignores 
these implications, especially their impact on the human 
rights of all the peoples of the region, Arabs and Jews. 

The bade notion that Palestine is the homeland of the 
Jews of the world most be an absurd one. Palestine cannot 
accommodate all the Jews of Europe, America and even 
Ethiopia. And squeezing millions of them in this tiny 
country is only a prescription for future misery and 
bloodshed. If Jews cannot be guaranteed their human rights 
in the countries they live in as nationals and citizens they 
most not expect to be guaranteed those rights on usurped 
Arab lands at our expense. 

The Palestinian Arabs, who inhabited Palestine for at 
least 2,000 years and were only forced to leave it some 40 
years ago, certainly have a right to return and live there — a 
right that supercedes the right of the Jews who left it 
hundreds of years ago. This is the most basic and simple 
argument about Palestine and people’s rq>ht to it. It will not 
be long before the whole world wiB come to realise this. The 
Arabs are not racist. But it is fair to say, we think, that 
Jewish influence and manipulation has blinded many, 
especially in the U.S., to the legitimate cause of the 
Palestinians in favour of the Israel wrong. 

There is a great danger, to both Arabs and Jews, in Soviet 
Jewish immigration into Palestine. And unless the region 
moves quickly towards peace based on equality and the 
fulfilment of Palestinian rights, we wffl witness untold strife 
and catastrophes. Jordan is at the forefront of aD of this and 
the deputies of the people must use the occasion in their next 
session for real soul-searching and objective analysis of the 
situation. It is time to see the danger, to chart the path most 
suitable to confront it and to go about in a manner that wfll 
be beneficial to this country and aD its people. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


The United States believes that it has a free hand in the Arab 
World and can send in its fleets to threaten Arab countries any 
time it liked, said AI Ra’i Arabic daily on Wednesday. The paper 
said that Washington seems to have failed to learn lessons from 
the past and continues to believe that any part of the world is 
rightfully a property of the American forces and can do whatever 
it likely with other peoples of the world. By this irresponsible 
action and ignorance of the facts, the United States is thus 
opening the door for regional conflicts and fuelling disputes 
among neighbouring states, the paper continued. It said that the 
United States has never been so hostile to the Arabs and intent on 
launching aggression on them as it is now although American 
leaders realise that their forces have never achieved any victory by 
fighting people defending their existence. The United States is 
busy with its conspiracies against Arab regimes, trying to set one 
against another, not realising that the Arabs are united and that 
the current row over oil is a passing phase in inter-Arab relations, 
said the paper. Hie American Defence Department's moves 
vis-a-vis the current situation in the Gulf is an attempt on the part 
of Washington to tamper with the Arab world’s security; and its 
actions serve as a defiance of the Arab Nation and its will and or 
Arab pride, the paper added. The Arabs, the paper said, should 
make Washington realise that they have now matured to become 
a new Vietnam and a new Beirut, resisting all forms of aggression 
from any source. 


A! Dnstonr daily paid tribute to the European Community for its 
endeavours to help the Palestinian people and settle the Arab- 
Israeii conflict. The European Community cations, the paper 
said, have expressed anew their balanced stand vis-a-vis the 
Middle East question, and have been exercising a very positive 
role by exposing to the world Israel’s intransigence. The 
European Community’s declarations in Venice and Dublin 
remind the world that the Europeans can and will play a positive 
role to bring about a just and lasting peace at a time when the 
United States’ role is receding and when the Europeans realise 
too well the futility of Washington’s policies in the region, said the 
paper. We are impressed with the positive European stand which 
is becoming more and more constructive and positive every day, 
at a time when the United States is becoming more and more 
biased towards Israel, supporting its atrocities and its programme 
for absorbing Soviet Jewish immigrants in occupied Palestine, the 
paper added. Hie European Community countries, it said, have 
now set a good and constructive example for other nations in 
international relatiohs. 


Sawt A! Shaab daily attacked the United States for trying to fish in 
muddy waters and for causing trouble in the Gulf region. The 
United States and other Western circles are trying to escalate 
tension in the Gulf and fuelling the situation along the Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti borders for their own self-interests, said the paper. This is 
being done as the United States masses its fleets in the Gulf in a 
bid to internationalise the dispute between the two Arab states 
and to allow foreign countries to interfere in Arab issues, the 
paper continued. President Saddam Hussein had warned that the 
United States is trying to increase its naval presence in the Gulf, 
following the end of cold war, in a bid to consolidate its hold over 
the Arab states there, the paper noted. It said that the Arabs are 
now called on to take constructive steps leading to an end of the 
dispute, and are urged to heal the rift between Kuwait and Iraq to 
prevent any foreign intervention which could be detrimental to 
Arab interests. 


A U.S.-Soviet answer for the Middle East? 


To the Editor: 


I was recently in your country, together with some 50 other 
Americans, on a “Mission for a Just Settlement in the Middle 
East.” We were received for two hours, each, by His Majesty 
King Hussein and by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassau. 
We found both of them to be highly personable men and 
reasonable diplomats, and to be very forgiving in view of all that 
they and your countrymen have had to live through during the 
past 40-odd years. (We had interviews also with leaders of Syria 
and Egypt and Israel and the occupied territories, and we talked 
everywhere with many ordinary citizens as well.) 

To remind you, enclosed are copies of two articles from your 
newspaper — one by the Crown Prince and the other an account 
of the King’s meeting with our delegation. 

You will see how much our group’s ideas coincided with many 
of the ideas of your leaders. 

The article enclosed which I have just written, is being 
sent to several American newspapers. On re-reading the Crown 
Prince's article, after writing this, I realised that many of the fears 
he expressed had become our fears too. You will notice some of 
the points of correlation: 

The fear of fundamentalism. And the fear of a major war that 
might involve the entire Middle East — a war that might well drag 
in the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. and Europe as well. We also shared 
Prince Hassan's concern and sadness that U.S. diplomacy — for, 
from the beginning, the U.S. has played an overwhelming 


THE U.S. of 1990 is preoccu- 
pied with home-made prob- 
lems and self-inflicted wounds. 
Some of them are serious (a 
deficit economy and govern- 
ment, a second-rate education- 
al and social system, a defence 
establishment now redundant 
without a viable enemy, etc.). 
Others are trivial (a few flag 
burners and defenders, a few 
dirty-mosic vocalists, a few 
Donald Tramps, a few sena- 
tors in trouble, a multi-million- 
trial of a D.C. mayor on drag 
charges, etc.). 

The USSR of 1990 is preoc- 
cupied, too — half-buried 
under economic collapse, the 
crumbling of communism, and 
the disintegration of an 
empire. Europe is also preoc- 
cupied, simply because it’s on a 
roll — so captivated by visions 
of itself as a fairy-tale new 
economic and democratic su- 
perpower that it doesn’t have 
time for much of anything but 
its own image in tomorrow's 
mirror. 

Where does that leave the 
Middle East? Comparatively 
lost or ignored on the world's 
radar scope. 

And that spells danger. If 
there is a place the world 
should be worried about today, 
it’s the Middle East. After an 
unending half-centuiy-ioug en- 
cyclopedia of conflict, au- 
thored by selfishness and 
hatred and terror and punctu- 
ated by recurring shooting, 
ware, the Arab-Israeli impasse 
today is like a mine in the 
ocean, submerged but lethal. 
The trouble is that it’s a big 
mine, primed and waiting for 
all of us. If it explodes, -the 
conclusion this time could be 
enough to blow not only the 
Middle East but the U.S. and 
the USSR and Europe out of 
the water. 

That’s the sobering concen- 
sus that 50 of us Americans 
brought home recently after 
meeting with leaders of Egypt, 
Jordan, Syria, Israel, and the 
occupied territories. 

If war comes there again 
next week, or next month or 
next year, it won’t be simply 
another distant rumble of 
tanks and troops and guns. It’s 
likely to become a matter of 
long-range missiles, some of 
them with biologic or chemical 
or atomic warheads. Hie next 
round in shooting threatens 
massive death and destruction. 

And how could the U.S., or 
the USSR, or Europe, hope to 
stay out of it? It could drag in 
half the world, disastrously. 

What frightened os, as we 
held weeks of in-depth talks 
with dozens of those four coun- 
tries’ leaders, and heard from 
hundreds of ordinary Arabs 
and Israelis as well, was this: 

There are still reasonable 
leaders and citizens on both 
rides, but they are discouraged 
and frustrated. They’ve strug- 
gled through unrewarding de- 
cades of a slogging “peace pro- 
cess" that still appears to be 
going nowhere. Sincere diplo- 
mats in every camp are more 
than just frustrated. Some 
have already lost power, or are 
on the verge of losing power, 
into the hands of growing num- 
bers of irresponsible hot- 
heads. “Fundamentalian,” is 
on the rise. Militarists on both 
sides are positioning them- 
selves to take over and “settle 
matters” once and for all, by 
more violence and war. 

Even the coolest of beads, 
whether those of leaders or 
citizens, are falling more and 
more under the rising influence 
of fundamentalists — Muslims, 
Jews, and Guistians. There is 
a growing sense of everyone’s 
being held hostage by them, of 
being ai the mercy of angry 
men in, or not yet quite in, 
control of power. That, plus 
the ominous sense of millions 
of Arabs and Israelis that they 
are increasingly at the mercy of 
the worst among them — men 
who have in their hearts hatred 
and in their heads little- 


rationality, men who hold in 
their hands ways and weapons 
for commiting further terrible 
atrocities. 

We found the dreams of 
rational leaders and citizens of 
goodwill were turning into 
nightmares. 

War came too dose to hap- 
pening while we were there. 
First, an Israeli madman, 
wearing army clothes, coldly 
executed seven Palestinian re- 
fugee workmen from the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip. When then- 
friends and families, bran- 
dishing sticks and stones, adv- 
anced on Israeli military re- 
doubts inside the vast barbed- 
wire concentration camp that is 
the occupied Gaza Strip, and 
when other Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank staged 
protest marches or riots, some 
20 more Palestinians were kil- 
led and hundreds wounded. 

In retaliation, PLO maver- 
ick Abul Abbas sent Palesti- 
nian raiders to attack Tel Aviv 
by sea. He claimed his targets 
were military officers at a 
beach dub, but Israelis were 
convinced that if his guerrillas 
hadn’t been intercepted and 
killed or captured, they might 
have murdered hundreds of 
innocent sun-bathers on the 
holiday beaches. 

Had that been the result, the 
fundamentalist new govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir might well have 
launched a “final solution” 
war, to drive hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians out 
of the West Bank and across 
the river into Jordan. 

Many believe that is still on 
the Israeli government's agen- 
da, in any event. That Israel, in 
final frustration, and in the 
hands of Prime Minister Sha- 
mir, who talks of a “Greater 
Israel” — a government that 
has already made dear it will 
never give up the West Bank, 
nor halt the building of Jewish 
settlements there, nor accept 
an international Jerusalem as 
called for by the United Na- 
tions — is simply waiting for a 
propitiuous excuse. If Israel’s 
formidable army, fed up on 
fighting rock-throwing intifada 
children, is turned loose, it is 
likely to stake out new 
paramkres in Jordan, Syria, 
and Lebanon. 

Hiat, in turn, could bring on 
missiles, launched by Syria, or 
from Iraq. President Saddam 
Hussein has already 
threatened the use of long- 
range missiles with chemical 
warheads, if attacked by Israel. 
If Israel came under such 
attack, couid Shamir refrain 
from retaliation, maybe even 
with his atomic weapons? 

That is why we 50 Amer- 
icans came home scared. We 
went to fry to stay — with our 
p re- announced “position pap- 
er” — that we then stood for 
the American “peace pro- 
cess." Across mainly fruitless 
decades the U.S., trying to 
accomplish the impossible — 
to keep the Soviets out of the 
Middle East, to protect our 
“diem” state of Israel, and to 
salvage autonomy for the 
Palestinians forced out of 
much of the Holy Land — has 
finally found its uninspired di- 
plomacy on the rocks. 

In exasperation recently, 
Secretary of State James Baker 
finally lost his cool with Sha- 
mir, whose Likud party has 
consistently derailed U.S. 
peacekeeping efforts. (If you 
really want peace, call us. Bak- 
er told Shamir. We won’t call 
you). And a few days later, 
President Bush had to tell the 
FLO’s Yasser Arafat that we 
were equally exasperated with 
his failed promises on terror- 
ism. The “near-massacre" by 
Abbas in Tel Aviv was too 
much for Americans. Call us 
when you’re ready for peace. 
Bush tokl Arafat. 

Later that same night, four 
Middle East experts on the 
MacNdl-Lehrer News Hour 
agreed that there 


was now 


diplomatic role in the Middle East— has not been very effective 
in advancing the cause of peace. 

There is one major point in what I have written that differs, 
however, from the Prince’s article. That is the question of United 
Nations’ involvement with the “international conference” that 
Jordan and other Arab states have so long called for... 

For many years, as Arab states have been repeatedly proposing 
an international conference under toe aegis of toe United 
Nations, Israel has steadfastly resisted. Israelis have, in fact, 
simply refused such a conference. And they seem to have little or 
no intention of ever changing their position. 

That is why my article proposes a different kind of international 
conference. When you read it, you will see what the proposal is. 

My questions to you now, and to toe leaders of Jordan, are 
these: 

Would Jordan agree to the kind of international conference this 
artide proposes? Do you believe your leaders would? And the 
leaders of Syria and Egypt and (possibly) Iraq and other Arab 
states that consider themselves frontline parts of this international 
problem? Would you, and they, be willing to hold an internation- 
al conference among toe immediate contestants to die Palestine 
problem? A conference apart from the UN? And would you, and 
they, be willing to consider the kind of U.S. -Soviet guarantee for 
the (hoped-for) positive results of such a conference as is 
suggested in the artide? 

Finally, would you publish this letter and this suggestion? 

It comes from an ordinary American, one with a few very dose 


personal friends on both sides. An ordinary American whose only 
Haim to speak is flic Haim of free speed] and democracy, - and the 
fact that l have worried about your people, about Israel’s people, 
and all the people of toe Middle East. I worry, too, about our 
American people and toe people of toe Soviet Uni on and of 
Europe, who could also be swept up into the kind of disastrous 
Middle Badwn war that might ensue if all of us continue to fafl-to 
find a formula for settling Arab-Israeli differences. I have worried 
about that ever since I covered toe Arab-Israeli-British war. of 
1947-48 as an American correspondent. (1 was also in Amman,as z 
I mentioned a few weeks ago to King Hussein when I met him, on - 
the day he was crowned ip_ — I believe — 1953.) ...... =- 

After all, leaders of the Arab states have proclaimed their 
desire for a UN-sponsoied conference for years, if not decades. 

And Israel, for just as long, has refused. The idea seems to be a 

dead letter. 

Is there not a way around this impasse? Is the way suggested in : 
this artide one that might offer a new departure? A new way for 
Arab leaders and Israeli leaders to break toe logjam' that 
threatens, to result in a devastating war? - - v. q 

Thank you for your consideration of this idea, and for offering 
it to your readers. 


David S. Boyer 
9406 Locust Hffl Sd. 
Bethesda, Md. USA 20814 


simply no American peace pro- 
cess left. 

We 50 Americans returned 
sadly convinced that the U.S. 
cannot, as it has tried to do — 
successfully perhaps in a few 
instances, but more often in- 
eptly and sometimes disast- 
rously (i.e., our failure ever to 
control the invasion of Leba- 
non by Israel and the counter- 
invasion by Syria, and then 
failure to redeem our Amer- 
ican hostages by ridiculously 
supplying weapons, through 
Israel, to a sworn enemy. Iran) 
— that America cannot any 
longer fry to play this critical 
international game alone. 

Almost from the beginning, 
Arab states have called for an 
international peace confer- 
ence. presumably under toe 
auspices of the United Na- 
tions. But Israel, obviously 
fearful of entering the lion's 
den of an anti-Israel U.N.. has 
doggedly refused. 

Is there a way around the 
Middle East impasse? A way 
that does not expose Israel to 
an overbearing U.N. convoca- 
tion of its endemic enemies? A 
way that might bring together 
only Israel and its contiguous 
enemies, neighbours who have 
never yet met face-to-face 
around a table? A way to offer 
all of them a chance really to 
talk? A way just to see 
whether, in one room, over 
however many weeks or 
mouths, they might actually 
find a modus vivendi? 

Should such a conference 
fail, it would at least have 
provided the world with evi- 
dence that both sides had been 
honestly willing to try. Should 
some miraculous agreement be 
forthcoming, on the other 
hand, it would of course have 
to include some kind of fail- 
safe international guarantee. 
Such a guarantee would be 
necessary, in advance. 

Does the collapse of Soviet 
communism, and its empire 
and its armaments, offer a 
dramatic new way out? That 
plus the co Lipase of the Amer- 


ican peacemaking monopoly in 
the Middle East? Is there any 
more substantive potential 
manner for Americans and 
Soviets to pursue peace in tbeir 
post-cold war world than to 
cooperate in defusing this pow- 
er-keg? A joining of hands by 
the world’s two superpowers, 
with an integrated U.S.-USSR 
peace-keeping force, to help? 
To demonstrate that our two 
nations are truly serious about 
world peace, by pledging to 
work together to prevent a 
world war in the Middle East? 

As toe U.S. and the USSR 
slash their armies and artillery 
and tanks and missiles in the 
most comprehensive mutual 
disarmament of all time, an 
ominous spectre looms. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of re- 
nounced U.S. and Soviet 
weapons are likely to flood the 
international arms markets. 
And where more readily dis- 
posed of, at fire-sale prices, 
than to a half-dozen countries 
preparing for the next war be- 
tween Israel and its enemies? 

How about a pair of offers 
from the U.S. and toe Soviet 
Union? First, to foreswear 
sending arms to toe hottest 
hot-bed of toe globe. And 
second, to provide a joint 
U.S. -Soviet guarantee to 
monitor and enforce a peace 
treaty arrived at by toe Arab 
and Israeli contenders them- 
selves? 

If Israel truly wants both 
peace and security behind 
guaranteed borders, as it has 
never tired of proclaiming; if 
Palestinians truly want only the 
same; and if Arab govern- 
ments have finally had enough 
of death and bankruptcy, and 
enough wars that have dimi- 
nished their own security and 
violated tbeir own borders, is it 
possible to hope that the two 
self-proclaimed superpowers 
of peace in toe 1990’s — now 
that we've foresworn atomic 
war between East and West — 
could become the catalyst for 
preventing a catastrophic war 
in toe Middle East? 


I cannot speak fortoe other 
49 members of our ' “Mission 
for a Just Solution in the Mid- 
dle East," a miss ion sponsored 
by toe Pax World Foundation. 
Each of us committed 
ourselves, in whatever ways we 
can, to try to bring our mes- 
sage to the public. 

I was a low man on the totem 
pole in that group of concerned 
Americans, many of them 
nationally and internationally 
known. My qualification for 
being among them was not 
mud) more than that I had 
covered, for the United Press, 
the first terrible Arab-Israeli 
war, in 1947-48. I had friends 
on both rides then, and still do, 
and I fret about them and 
about tbeir children. Our 
group came home worried, as 
well, about ourselves, and ab- 
out American’ and Soviet chil- 
dren. 

Leading our peace mission 
were prestigious politicians 
and educators and religious 
leaders of many kinds. Our 
ad-hoc contingent included 
nine Jewish- Americans, two 
Palestinian- Americans, two 
Lebanese-American, and one 
Syrian- American . We were 50 
citizens desperately hoping to 
find some solution for S’ con- ' 
flict that has never yet had an 
answer. 


Carrying the ball as our lead- 
er was former Republican 
Senator Charles (Chuck) Percy 
of Illinois. He already knew, 
personally, most of toe heads 
of state and foreign ministers 
we met with, and many others 
as well. If you could have seen 
the way he was received by 
them, Arab and Israeli alike, 
with Middle East-type hugs 
and kisses, you would know 
that the United States, with all 
its well-intentioned but stumb- 
ling diplomacy, has not yet 
brought down on the tattered 
American flag a total sense of 
both Arab and Israeli frustra- 
tion and disillusionment. Let’s 
face it, there is more than just 
disillusionment with the Amer- 


ican peace process. There 
increasing hatred for Arnett 
Leans themselves,- in sonic? 
.quarters, on both: sides. wfc 
have not covered ourselves^ 
out there, ~with'gl<xy. . «i‘\ 

Among other mternatidnai- 
ly- known Americans in one, 
leadership was former Repute, 
lican (turned independent)^ 
.presidential candidate John/ 
Anderson. Had it not been foil 
an accident he suffered bn the" 
eye. of departute, former i 
Democr a t ic presidential candi- 
date George McGovern would* 
have been wkh-cs, too. FflHng 
his shoes; in a way, was inter}-' 
nationally TV- star. Mike. Far- 
rell, of MASH feme, a maa of! 
sensitivity who has given great 
amounts of tone to the sorrow?* 
of people of the Middle East 
and elsewhere. Mike Farrefl- 
and Chuck Percy and John' 
Anderson 1 to show you whiff} 

. a dose gro&p weiwere — took! 
turns carrying my camera case,"? 
since Td gone on crutches, asj 
official photographer, with -.a, 
broken foot. - - . 

. I don’t think I ever met -three , 
people more genuinely com-' 
mrtted'_to the worid and its 
humanity; And toe other 4 6? 
each in Ms or her own way, were 
out of the same doth! 

Maybe they wflL or maybe 
ti»e won’t, but into this U.S.- 
Soviet .proposaL Some . of 
them, some of you, may think 
the idea a bit naive! or idealis- 
tic. But at least it’s a new idea. 
And virtually all the others, so 
far, have faded." 

Other members ofiour group 
may well soon be in print with 
better ideas -of their ownr 
Whatever plans they mayj 
propose, however, I believe,, 
can assure you, at least. 


every one of them came boofir 
of fearP 


frustrated, and full 
And casting around in. their 
minds for some magic fbnnuhri 
for saving the Israelis from ttffl 
Arabs and the Arabs from toBt 
Israelis. am 

Because they know thc^ 
answer, if it exists, may save us* 
all. 


Mutt’n’Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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: Sy Sana Atfyefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Since be was 
born 70 years ago in Beth- 
lehem, renowned Arab writer 
and critic Jabra Ibrahim Jabra 
has written 29 books — from 
novels and poetry to research 
and analysis — and translated 
more than 25 books to Ara- 
bic, most of which were works 
by William Shakespeare. At 
70 j Jabra continues to write 
and intends to do so in the 
future. 

“After I finish a work of 
wdting. the burden of begin- 
ning to write more is renewed ; 
.-writing that is not only waiting 
for me to do it, but insisting 
that I do it, " Jabra told a large 
crowd during a lecture at 
Abdul Hamad Shoman 
Foundation last week. 

“Every work I finish is a 
launching point for another. It 
paves the way for future 
work. I don't deny that I ask 
myself after this long journey: 
"Haven't I said enough? Ha- 
ven't I expressed my points of 
view on life . through art , 
novels and poetry ?' Maybe I 
have come close to expressing 
some of my points of view, 
but coming close is not 
enough ... for coming dose is 
not arriving, " were Jabra's 
inspiring words. 

The artist's history of work 
apd experience is very im- 


pressive. Not once since the 
early 1940s did he stop work- 
ing. Jabra received his first 
higher education degree, a 
Bachelor of Arts in English 
literature from Cambridge 
University in Eng/and in 1944, 
after which he taught the sub- 
ject at Al Rashidiyeh College 
in Jerusalem until 1948. 

That year, he received a 
Master's Degree in English 
literature again from Cam- 
bridge , after which he became 
a professor at the Baghdad 
College of Arts and Sciences 
and at Queen Alia College (in 
Amman) until 1952. In 1954 
he was awarded a research 
fellowship in literature critic- 
ism bom Harvard University 
in Boston. Jabra lectured in 
various universities in Britain 
and the United States on Ara- 
bic literature. 

He did not write until 1955: 
bis first book was Stories 
From Contemporary English 
Literature; and the second , a 
novel published in 1955 ti- 
tled Screams in the Long 
Night. His last works include 
a book written in English 
(1988) titled A Celebration of 
Life , and a complete collec- 
tion of his poetry (1990). 

“If the bridge is to continue 
connecting and if thoughts and 
ideas remain , there is a self- 
necessity of not wanting to 
arrive... then, have I said in 
words (from my point of view. 


of course) everything since my 
youth? Definitely not, ” Jabra 
said at the gathering. 

An artist's ability and ne- 
cessity to always write and 
produce , he added, is caused 
by words that are constantly 
stored in the artist's mind, and 
later released in art-form in- 
volved reality and imagina- 
tion. 

“ If the final result of indi- 
vidual art leads to culture in 
general, then the individual 
art is naturally related to cul- 
ture as a whole. The effect of 
individual innovation is a con- 
nection between the artist and 
society , and at the same time 
a connection to human 
thought and its ability to cre- 
ate or rebuild relationships 
between the individual and 
the society — this includes a 
wider structure of life as a 
whole. This is where the word 
‘ politics' comes in its basic 
meaning, " Jabra analysed in 
his beautifully-chosen words 
in Arabic. 

Culture and politics 

In ail important civilisations 
throughout history, culture, 
and politics have been related 
for the benefit of both, 
according to Jabra who is an 
Iraqi citizen. He added that 
both sectors understand that 
each is different, and that 
“ culture leads , politics fol- 
lows.". 


Since the mid- 19th century, 
it has not been easy in the 
Arab World to separate be- 
tween culture and politics be- 
cause the cultural struggle was 
the more inspiring to the poli- 
tical orientation , Jabra said, 
an argument that was later 
disputed by members of the 
audience. 

“The political action that 
does not lead to results of 
confirming freedom of 
thought and other freedoms 
that individual innovators 
feed on is action against cul- 
ture as a whole, and which 
leads to its extinction ,** the 
writer said. “And the definite 
result of cultural extinction is 
political extinction.*’ 

Jabra, who has been 
awarded cultural prizes from 
various European and Arab 
countries, said that seeing cul- 
ture in political terms is 
another worry he carries with 
him. adding that one must 
continue to be inspired by 
worry in order to write and to 
“widen the horizons of socie- 
ty." He said this eventually 
leads to the interaction of 
culture and politics in order to 
remain existent. 

“ Despite all these convic- 
tions, doubt overcomes me at 
times and I would ask: ‘Is it 
possible that he who insists to 
put pen on paper year after 
year not give up? Did he see a 
grain sprouting, a flower 


blooming or a tree bear fruit? 7 
During these times of pessim- 
ism. I remember an old friend 
when we were under 20 years 
of age and we were struck 
with book fever and I was 
particularly struck with writ- 
ing fever." Jabra recalled. 

When the young Jabra com- 
plained to his friend about his 
unhappiness with what he 
(Jabra) wrote, his friend told 
him: “The best that needed to 
be said has been told. The 
greatest that needed to be 
written has already been 
done. Why do you want to 
write? Why do you bring on to 
yourself this headache when 
there are millions of books for 
you to read about everything 
you could possibly think of 
and imagine? Don't bring on 
to yourself this frustration and 
enjoy all the cultures brought 
to you by others. ” 

According to Jabra. he was 
not convinced with his friend’s 
argument because bis mind 
w*as stimulated by the worry 
which he said gave him energy 
and drive. 

The writer quoted an old 
Arab writer, Abu Hayan Al 
Tawhidi who was constantly 
in trouble and in hiding be- 
cause of what he wrote. This 
writer advised others not to 
openly declare the truth be- 
cause it could be dangerous 
for the writer. 

Elaborating further on the 


advice, Jabra said: “In other 
words, let the inside censor 
work and hang the sword of 
Damocles above your neck, 
and then work with your mind 
— the mind that changes so 
quickly. Ease your way to- 
ward imagination and force 
oppression on your tongue: be 
cautious!" 

Al Tawhidi himself did not 
follow his own advice, but 
Jabra sid that until today one 
continues to read the “most 
beautiful and honest words" 
written by him. 

Jabra said, no matter how 
much pessimism or optimism 
a writer writes, the words 
emerge from the core of the 
writer, “Us the water does 
from the rock needing to open 
a passage," 

“If a drop by drop makes a 
stream and a stream by stream 
creates a river, then a word on 
top of a word creates a flood 
that could only give birth to 
some form of life, even if the 
stream of the flood lies in the 
sand," were Jabra's chosen 
imagery to describe his view 
of writing in this part of the 
world. 

He concluded by asking: 
“So what would it be tike, if 
this flood overcame this Arab 
Land that is so great with its 
plains, valleys and moun- 
tains... its earth tilled with 
seeds that suffered drought 
and will one day sprout ?” 
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tif By Rosemary Laurent 

r"r Reuter 

TEGELEN, Netherlands — 
Every Sunday a 33-year-old 
Dutch insurance broker is cru- 
djijScd before an audience of 
thousands. 

- Hans Vorstermans is star- 
ring in the Tcgelen Passion 
Play, a reenactment of 
Christ's betrayal and death 
staged every five years by the 
residents of this southern 
Dutch town. 

Though a more modest 
affair than the world-famous 
Oberammergau Passion Play, 
showing this summer to padt- 
sd houses in West Germany, 
more than 40,000 spectators 
ire expected at the Tegelen 
how before it ends in 
September. 

With a cast of 350, from 
babies in arms to 80-year-old 
grandparents, most families in 
Tegelen are involved in the 
Hay either on or off stage. 

Vorstermans and his co- 
ttars have devoted all their 
tree time in the last 18 months 
to rehearsing their roles. 

V I understand Jesus better 
now. I no longer see him as a 
u ystic but as an ordinary 
nan," the blond and bearded 
Vorstermans told Reuters in 
in interview. 

In the final scene be is 
strung up on a three metre 
wooden cross, blood m 
ipparently dripping from hik 
Merced hands and feet. 

“ Hanging oo. the cross is 
juite something. When they 
iring me down, my arms fed 
lead, ” said Vorstermans after 
lis Gist performance last 
nonth. 

Passion plays are put on by 
Catholic communities ati over 
be world. 

The Oberammergau specta- 
rfe is staged once a decade in 
i mountain village in Bavaria 
o keep a vow made by locals 
vbo survived a plague in 
1633. 

In Tegelen, asleepytownin 
be Netherlands * predomi- 
nantly Cathotic proyince of 
Jmbuig, the tradition dates 
mfy from 1931 . 

“ People wanted to oo 


something to popularise the 
story of Christ, especially the 
Passion because that's the 
nucleus of our faith," said 
. Wim Beurskens, a 37-year-old 
doctor who heads the play's 
organising committee. 

“Right from the start there 
was so much interest in' parti- 
cipating that they built a spe- 
cial open air theatre for it," 
Beurskens told Reuters. 

In its heyday in the 1950s, 
the Tegelen play drew 100,000 
spectators each season. Num- 
bers dwindled over the next 
two decades but interest has 
revived in recent years, 
Beurskens said. 

This year the organisers are 
expecting few empty places in 
the 3^00-seat theatres for the 
three-hour Sunday afternoon 
performances, which opened 
on June 17 and will run until 
Sept 30. 

Spectators, most dressed in 
their Sunday best, follow the 
play intensely with the help of 
an annotated script, which ex- 
plains archaic Dutch terms 
and provides historical back- 
ground to the story. 

Backstage the mood is 
more relaxed. A group of 
Roman soldiers enjoy a game 
of cards between scenes and 
families, clad in early Christ- 
ian robes, sit around wooden 
tables munching sandwiches 
and drinking beer. 

Under a tree, a donkey waits 
patiently to carry Jesus into 
Jerusalem, while the younger 
members of the cast amuse 
themselves in a sandpit. 

Although all the actors are 
amateurs, about three-quar- 
ters of them are veteran Pas- 
sion players. One 80-yer-okl 
woman has appeared in every 
production since 1931. 

Frans Lommen, a 38-year- 
old civil servant playing Judas 
for the second time , first 
appeared in the crowd at the 
age of 15. 

Lommen, who also boasts 
two season as Peter, said 
acting in the Passion Play was 
amply part of living in 
Tegelen. 

“ Once you've got started, 
its very hard to stop , ” he said. 


p. .'ar. ' : i --~' £■' 

« ;; t‘ 't y' 

.V .- M --.71 




o-" 


By Marilyn August 
The Associated Press 

PARIS — Undeterred by 
rock “n* roll's anfi- 
establishment heritage , the 
government is trying to bols- 
ter one of France's less- 
renowned industries through 
the work of a 27-year-old 
junior minister of rock. 

“ Monsieur Rock," as he 
was dubbed by the press, is 
Bruno Lion, a denim-clad 
dynamo with degrees in law 
and political science. 

His official title at the Cul- 
ture Ministry is “ charge de 
mission" for rock and pop 
music, but he doesn't object 
when the title is translated as 
junior minister. 

He was picked last year by 
Culture Minister Jack Lang to 
revitalise a domain long 
dominated by foreign talent 
or homegrown copycats. 

The appointment met with 
ridicule and even outrage 
from some critics who believe 
rock Joses its soul by being 
absorbed by the established. 

“Any country that needs a 
minister for rock is not a rock 
country," said Lionel Rot- 
cage, editor of the French 
edition of Boiling Stone 
magazine. “He should resign 
— that would be die rock 
thing to do." 

IJon , the son of a promin- 
ent businessman, has perse- 
vered, chasing down financial 
and media support. With a 
1990 budget of 43 million 
francs ($7.8 milbn), he ex- 
pects to set up a solid support 
structure for musicians and 
industry professionals , . in- 
cluding (Greet subsidies to 
artists. 

His tasks also involve prom- 
oting native talent — no easy 
matter given France's dearth 
of concert space and poor 
reputation as an inspiration 
for rock. 

'Trance is underequipped 
compared to its neighbours. 
When I took the job, we had 
as many concert halls as there 
are in Greater London or in 




Holland, and we're 12 times 
bigger, " Lion said in an inter- 
view. 

His priority is to get groups 
out of suburban basements 
and subway stations and onto 
the stages of concert halls and 
dubs. Since he took office in 
May 1989, the government 
has helped finance nearly 100 
new auditoriums. 

Lion’s appointment was 
hardly a disinterested cultural 
gesture. 

“A little investment can go 
a long way, "Lion said, noting 


iy- 

“ At this year's new mime 
seminar in New York, about 
250 French musicians will per- 
form. as opposed to only 10 in 
1988 and 196 in 1989," he 
said. “At least half of them 
will come away with contracts 
and bookings." 

A follow-up measure in- 
cludes the opening of a 
French music office in New 
York in 1991. 

Lion, however, is con- 
cerned about the new U.S. 
immigration requirements for 
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that the government earns 
more than 1 billion francs 
($180 million) yearly in taxes 
from record sales. 

Although his job goes 
beyond taking Lang to rock 
concerts , Lion does see him- 
self as something of a talent 
scout, he said he works 14- 
hour days , lobbying for 
formation of a major, all- 
French record company, 
financing musk videos, trying 
to get rock into high schools. 

One of bis goals is to launch 
French groups international- 


artists seeking temporary 
work permits. Lang and the 
other West European culture 
ministers have protested the 
measures, which virtually ex- 
clude all but a handful of 
foreign performers who can 
prove “financial success and 
artistic worth." 

“ The American laws discri- 
minate against foreign 
artists Lion said. "Look at 
Zook Machine , number one 
on the top 50 charts here for 
three straight weeks . They are 
stiff waiting for their visa." 




Lion said the European 
Community (EC) may be 
forced to retaliate to make its 
point. 

“ Looking ahead to 1993 
(when a unified EC market is 
established), we’re talking ab- 
out a European export market 
of 340 million people," he 
said. 

What does be think about 
being Lang's special adviser 
for rock? 

‘ Tm just another facet of 
Lang's efforts to broaden the 
cultural horizon," be said, not- 
ing the ministry’s encourage- 
ment of such diverse Gelds as 
comic books, gastronomy, 
fashion and the circus. 

Lion, generally clad in a 
black polo shirt, jeans and an 
expensive leather jacket, was 
weaned on the Beatles and 
took up saxophone and bass, 
“ which I massacred,” before 
turning to management and 
production. 

His appointment came at a 
time when French rock and 
pop were beginning to out- 
grow its reputation for 
mediocrity. 

Second-generation immig- 
rants from post-colonial 
France — a patchwork of 
ethnic groups from Africa and 
the West Indies — are coming 
of age musically, venting their 
rage and fears in tough sounds 
as diverse as their back- 
grounds. 

In recent years, Paris has 
emerged as a capital of “ world 
music” — catchy rhythms 
sung in French, Arabic, Span- 
ish and Caribbean dialects 
and updated with state-of-tbe 
art technology. 

Among the rising rockers 
are Mono Negra, with an 
eclectic mix of salsa, hip-hop, 
gospel, punk and reggae; Les 
Negresses Vertex (the Green 
Negresses), eight white males 
dressed in suits singing a 
blend of exotic melodies, puns 
and Edith Piaf-style passion; 
and Les Garcoos Bouchers 
(the Apprentice Batchers), 
who wield meat cleavers and 
spit wine. 


FRANK TALK : Public Security (police) Department 
Director General Major-General Fade l AU Fuheid this 
week hosted a working lunch for newspaper editors , 
television and radio directors and senior /ournaiists. The 
subject of talk was how the police and the media can 
interact in order to serve the best interests of the country 
and the public. Gen. Fuheid , the various directors of his 
department who were present, and the media representa- 
tives voiced deep appreciation of each other’s role in 
protecting and informing citizens . and spoke in favour of 
increased cooperation to preserve and strengthen the fabric 
of our society as a whole. The discussion was serious, in 
that it included objective criticism of the two institutions* 
performance, but it was also friendly as parr of the criticism 
was light-hearted in substance and form. Gen. Fuheid cited 
a story that appeared in one Arabic daily recently. The 
headline read: “Police fine man JD 207 and insult him for 
traffic violation. ” The truth of the matter, Gen. Fuheid 
said, is that the man in question was driving his car against 
traffic in a one-way street, and be was the one who insulted 
the policeman for stopping him. “ How the newspaper came 
up with the earlier version , and accused us, without 
checking with the department firsr. I don't know," the 
police chief said. “And then, the fine was only JD 50 (for a 
Gist-degree traffic offence). Where did the figure JD 207 
come from?" be asked, promising that such meetings with 
the media would have to continue for the benefit of all 
involved. 

OVERSEAS CALLS AND PETRA BANK: No sooner 
bad the Jordan Times published a summary of the situation 
leading up to the collapse of Petra Bank (July 23. 1990) 
than the bank's former chairman and general manager, 
Ahmad Chalabi, called in to say that he had read the article 
and had a comment or two on it. Obviously a copy of the 
article was telefaxed to him since be is supposed to be out of 
town. “I was angry at first, and thought of suing the Jordan 
Times. *’ Chalabi told the writer of the story. “ But then, a 
second reading of the article made me humourous, 
particularly that you have portrayed me as a banking 
‘superman' manipulating Jordanian banking from his cen- 
tra I computer console. *' he went on. “In any event, I am 
not a fugitive banker and had to leave the country simply 
because the writing was on the wall of what had awaited 
me... it's more political and personal than just monetary, ” 
Chalabi contended in his 40-minute telephone call. “I have 
an address, a telephone number and they know’ where to 
reach me." he said, declining to reveal who “they" were, 
and categorically rejecting all charges levelled against him. 
It was a long and arduous conversation, with Chalabi 
sometimes quoting figures (all in millions, of course) and at 
other times countering questions with questions rather than 
direct answers. Skirting the issue of where he was calling 
from, he quoted from the Jordan Times: ‘7 am a 
businessman, and I travel a lot... Beirut. Damascus, Hong 
Kong, Bangkok. London, Geneva.... ” but he promised to 
stay in touch. 
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RUMOURS, RUMOURS: “ According to Jordan's 
rumour mill, the prime minister has asked ministers and 
department beads to keep record of all deputies' pleadings 
with the government on behalf of individuals. According to 
the rumour, the prime minister wants to have evidence that 
deputies were breaching what they have advocated all 
along that nepotism and connection (wasta) are still used in 
government-business and in official appointments. " The 
rumour cannot be true, wrote Deputy Fakhri Kawar, who 
is also a columnist for Al Ra'i newspaper. “Although I am 
not a minister or director general of any department, l want 
to deny the rumour and plead to those circulating it not to 
tell it again because I have the proof that the rumour is 
false, " Kawar went on. His proof, Kawar said , is that all 
concerns in which deputies intervene on behalf of citizens 
are legitimate concerns. “ These people's concerns are 
guaranteed by the constitution and the Jaws, and deputies 
are only responding to citizens’ pleas for help , " Kawar 
wrote. These people’s concerns should not have been 
denied in the Gist place, forcing people to run for help. " 
Kawar, at one point in his column, suggested 

that deputies should open files to record officials’ short- 
comings, but quickly changed bis mind, saying he believed 
such “a practice does not confirm to my work ethics. " That 
is why “I deny the rumour, because it has no valid 
reasons," be concluded. There has been no public com- 
ment on the article by officials, but everybody is betting 
their rent that the prime minister will be bemused by the 
fact that Deputy Kawar has finally come out of the 
woodwork to deny a rumour on behalf of the government. 
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ACCORDING TO THE PRIEST: Who said priests are 
conservative by nature? One high ranking Anglican priest , 
Bishop Elia Khouri no less, seems to be holding the torch 
of rebellion against one of church's oldest institutions: 
Maniagc. He recently pleaded with a bachelor journalist 
who was attending his cousin’s wedding never to enter the 
“golden box ” saying that marriage was a “failed institu- 
tion. ” Bishop Khouri , who is a member of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s (PLO) Executive Committee, 
obviously was not thinking about the demographic factor in 
Palestine when he extended his wise — albeit, in this case, 
controversial — advice since the journalist was nor be 
Palestinian. “The bishop says that to everybody," says a 
close aide, “not least to those bridegrooms who enter the 
church for their wedding ceremony." The aide thinks 
Bishop Khouri 's exhortations to bachelors have to do more 
with personal experiences than with any demographic and 
political factors. 
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WHAT FOOD INSECURITY?: If you believe reports 
that Jordan is facing food insecurity problems you are in for 
a mild surprise. In a recent report, in a local daily, it was 
iepoited-that Jordan overproduces fresh milk by 5-7 tonnes 
per day. The amount goes literally down the drain because 
of a row between producers and processors who apparently 
prefer to use the imported and subsidised powder milk. By 
the way the authorities recently intervened and raised the 
prices of dairy products to encourage processors to use 
fresh milk. Processors had for a long time been complaining 
they were making no pro&t, but one of them conGdcd that 
even before the price rise they were making handsome 
proGts. Increased profit is good proGt, a proverb goes. 
However, and for reasons unknown to os, the Ministries of 
Supply and Agriculture, according to another report that 
appeared in the same newspaper, the same day, the same 
page, intend to import 3,000 head s of milk cows — 1,500 in 
August and the rest in September. Maybe by next year 
well start exporting fresh milk to offset our deficit of 
imported dry milk. 
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J7V CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday , July 26 Sunday, July 20 


820 A Different World 
9:10 Dolphin Cart 
1000 News in English 
1800 Movie of (be Week 

Friday, July 27 

800 DkU f s Comedy Stow 
9:10 Midnight CaBer 
10:00 News in EqgBsb 
10:20 Anything More would 
he Greedy 

Saturday, July 28 

900 Encounter 
Rami Kbouri meets with 
economist Mamdouh 
Sal am eh to discuss the issue 
, of “is the third world energy 
1" crisis inevitable?” Encoun- 
5 ter is directed by Mr. Zeid 
1' Fareez. 

2 920 Classical Mask 
10:00 News la English 
10:20 Feature Film 


9:10 The Nackar Age 

Zero Hour 

When the USSR deployed 
'‘400*5520 nuclear missiles 
in Eastern Europe, the 
Americans offered their 
“zero-option” plan seven 
years later with Pershing 
missiles planted in Western 
Europe. The Russian 
accepted the “zero-option” 
plan. 

lQrtQ News In Eng lish 


Starring: Bette Davis 

and Henry Fondo 


10:20 Hunter 

Unacceptable Loss 

Monday, July 30 

820 Perfect Strangers 
Nightmare Vacation 
Larry and Balki plan to 
spend their vacation on one 
of those dreamy islands in 
the company of the ir girl- 
friends. Little do they kotow 
what awaits them there. 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 
Doom With a View 
Sandra, the computer- 
operator, is found dead at 
her room in the hotel. Jessi- 
ca investigates her case and 
Ends that Sandra was a vic- 
tim of blackmailing. 


1020 News in Fjtghsh 

10: 20 The Endless Game 
A professional killer 
hunts and murders Caroline, 
an ex-British agent who had 
been released from KGB 
imprisonment long ago. 
Somebody is wondering: 
Why kill her now? 

Tuesday, July 31 

800 Golden Girls 

Strange Bedfellows 
When the election candi- 
date Kcsler claims that he 
once had an affair with 
Blanche, she disagrees and 
reprimands him. And what 
an excuse he gives her for 
bis allegation. 

9:10 Heart of the High 
Country 

Calvin turns out to be 
very mean. He brings in the 
spinster and cruel Miss 
Robot son to look after the 
kids ... and ends up shooting 
Jock, and Reg shoots him in 
return, and Ced is widowed 


10H P0 News in EugjBsb 

1020 Paradise 

The Ghost Dance 
Three bad ones kill some- 


one and try to have the town 
people believe that Ethan’s 
friend, the Indian, is behind 
all the trouble. Ethan dis- 
agrees vehemently. 

11:10 FoBce Squad 

Revenge and Remorse 
A few explosions rock the 
city and prompt a (prick 
police investigation and dis- 
cover that a woman is be- 
hind the mysterious explo- 
sions. 

Wednesday, Aug, 1 

800 You Rang M’lord 
The boiler wants to come 
up with 200 pounds at any 
cost, because he believes 
that the money will help him 
acquire some company 
shares. Fate intervenes 
cruelly to his disadvantage. 

9:10 Documentary 

Good Evening Jordan 

1020 News in English 

1029 Summer’s Lease 
The Urioino Trail 
Finally Molly unraveb all 
the mysteries and travels to 
Florence and meets with 
Buck ...she alleviates his 
worries and flies back to 
London with her family. 



ByE. Yaghi 


SHYLOCK is a man whose bald face extends over his 
round forehead and ends in a narrow ring of hair, at the 
bottom of bis head . Ona clear or doodyday, Shylock’s head 
and face shine, mirroring whatever light is available . 
Shylock looks like a man who is neither rich nor poor, but a 
member of the ever replete middle class. His dress, almost 
shabby and dull, seems to reflect the innocence of his 
observant yet quiet personality. 

Every afternoon and evening, Shylock tits in the cool air 
in front of his small cafeteria, blowing bubbles in his 
waterpipe with long contemplative pufis. He is a happy 
square little man who always wears a smile on Ms round 
little face. His benevolent eyes twinkle with merriment as 
he overlooks the swarm of gaily dressed children who dance 
across congested streets to buy from him pastel coloured ice 
cream, then retreat in licking waves to eat their tasty 
melting cones on the mountain circle. 

Shylock is master of his small world. His customers come 
from near and for to partake of Ms delectable shawerma, 
ice cream and slush. Cars casually stop on leisuriy journeys 
to enable their inhabitants to purchase some of Shylock’s 
fair ware. 

Evenings dressed in purple velvet and decorated with 
diamond stars witness throngs of passersby lapping their 
pastel cones or hungrily devouring a shawerma sandwich. 

Police cars sometimes stop too with neatly dressed 
policemen popping out to buy some of Shylock’s savory 
morsels. Shylock is cordial and friendly to them as well as 
to all bis customers. He chuckles down his mirth in happy 
conversation sometimes feigning shock at soaring prices 
and poor business. 

However, few are fortunate enough to venture inside 
Shylock’s little parlour hidden w ithm bis canning web of 


dec&tlnside lurk deadly germs that so manypfShyhck’s 
customers eat unaware. Near the brightly cokwred ice 
cream machine stands a bucket used to mix powdered milk 
which is always left uncovered and is a reservoir for- tfre 
dead flies that fall into it. But no matter to Shylock. JNbat. 
are a few happy dead flies? Perhaps they enhancethc 
flavour of his pastel ice cream. 

And who is there to see the hidden boxes of cheap frozen, 
meat used to mix the shawerma? And who m there to also 
notice that the leftovers of today’s shawerma go into a 
humble shrewd casserole to make tomorrow s grand entry. 

Yes, Shylock is indeed a lucky maul He is lord of bus little 
commercial castle. The ring of money is wusKtohisbald 
tittle ears that bear no evil. And bis bald little eyes sparklein 
innocence as be sees no. evil and his littie-fodcedtengoe: 
retreats in coyness as he speaks no evil. He'is a paragon of 
unevil, s itting on his small simple chair selling iris wares to 
Ms eager customers. _- -- 7i r 

Often he may be seen laughing to. Minseff gs in- 

exhilaration be remembers the old days when he- was 
plagued by food inspectors. Shylock rewarded them with 
his craftiness. Bribery goes such a long way- 1 _ - 

Soap and water are almost unheard of inside Ms-little 
shop. Sbylock’s water bill is incrednfousty low and his 
sewage pipes are always clogged from excess fat that is - ; 
constantly damped into them. 

But no problem. Shylock is happy. He is a paternal 
figure to all the beautiful innocent young children .who J 
flock in their best evening clothes to boy his detidons ice 
cream under the purple velvet sky, where the -pale - bald 
man in the moon smiles down on them with the same sweet 
smile of Shylock, while dainty little flies chortle their last 
breath in a deadly milky swim near the tangy . aroma of \ 
heavily spiced frozen meat that twirls around, with a merry I 
sound, near the busy carousel circle of Shylock's cafeteria, I 
where Shylock’s motto is; “Don’t worry, be happy!” 


PEN FRIENDS 


To the Editor: 


We would be very grateful if you could kindly publish our 
names in your most esteemed paper for pen pals. 

We are three young Ghanaians who which to correspond 
with pen pals from your beautiful country, Jordan. 
Below are our particulars: 

Name: Mbs Rose Rita Brown — age 22 years, girl student 
K. Dom P.O. Box 126 
Cape Coast 
Ghana — West Africa 
Hobbies: reading, mode, sports, culture. 


Name: Mass Emma Rita HfruJe — 
student. 

P.O. Box 310, Cape Coast 
Ghana — West Africa 


age 23 years, g/ri 


Hobbies: Sports, 


Name: Emmanuel Rhnk — age 23 years, boy student 
P.O. Box 126, Cape Coast 
Ghana — West Africa 


Hobbles: Singing, swimming dancing, cotton. 

We hope our request will meet your kind consideration and 
for publishing our names and address. 


Mbs Rose Rita Brown 
C/o Joseph Rhule JT. Dom 
P.O. Box 126 
Cape Coast 
West Africa 


Weekend Crossword 


Edited by Herb Eltneon 


Aviary 

By S.F-- Wilkinson 
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ACHOS5 
1 Just out 

40 Glittering object 

77 Takes lours 

106 Essence 

r ! 

6 PDQ 

44 Tell legend alia 

81 *\_as — to wage 

106 LARK 


10 Shoor the breeze 

45 CHICKEN 

against thy 
enemies" ("King 

113 Songstress 


14 Sounds In 

48 Kind ol moth 

TennHe 


pounds 

50 Pitch tom 

Lew") 

114 Cut Of 


19 Roof ritts 

52 Hair wear 

82 Bean bag? 

beef 


20 Fr. novelisl 

53 Still to - 

84 Disconnect 

118 Glowed 


Andre 

54 II. director Carlo 

86 Raze 

119 Light wagon 

6a 

21 Ring of light 

55 Computet ladder 

87 Denim wear 

120 CUCKOO 


22 IA ulopia 

57 "How to Live 

88 Listen In 

122 Br. actor 

t C 
»a 

23 PIGEON 

Well on Nothing 

90 Author levtai 

Jeremy 

f 

25 In a line 

— " (Thackeray) 

91 Sal llte price 

123 Hurler HersMser 


26 Come to be 

59 Last mo. 

92 Worry 

124 Record 

•tl 

27 A Waugh 

81 licking 

93 MAGPIE 

125 Ban m me 


28 Fighter Spinks 

62 Maternal side 

98 Briel plunge 

movtea 


29 PARROT 

64 WW1I battle site 

99 Is loyal 

126 Ooeety packed 


3t Farewell 

66 Helplul hints 

101 Auio type 

127 Big Apple 

'f 1 

33 Current units 

68 Howl 

102 Take umbrage at 

initials 

fl 

34 Cry of surprise 

70 Comic Joe 

104 Careless 

128 a man with 


35 Slurred 

T2 Bodily 

105 Ketcherel end 

seven.-" 


38 Files 

75 Br. gun 

Ofin 

129 Actress Bun tyn 


DOWN 
1 Pooch pest 

24 Actress Vain 

56 Claws 

94 Dictionary 


2 Actual 

29 Decorate with 

58 Comedian 

95 Sts. 


3Tranquillze 

certain gems 

Roscoo ol oW 

96 Quality 

— 

4 Porter 

30 Freshwater food 

80 Fr. author Joan 

97 She's with 


5 Before DDE 

risk 

B3 Beaver lor one 

him 


B Come around 

32 Diet. Item 

65 Sympathetic 

100 Go by 


7 Weaver ol 

33 Blond shade 

67 Ending lor super 

103 Ramble 

»i 

"Gorillas in the 

35 Easy (u grasp 

or infer 

105 Valentine 


Misi" 

36 Tabriz native 

69 HUo heaos 

107 Legislate 

* 

8 Yemen port 

37 Ninnies 

71 Artery layer 

106 Moved smoothly 


9 Domesticated 

10 — the Ml (walla 
impatiently) 

11 Goes on about 

12 Emollient 

ingredient 

13 Tug line 

14 Monkey's uncle? 

15 Mass response 
IB Hindu melody 
i? Interweave 

IB Sound 


39 Beat witness 

40 Makes tea 

41 enow 

42 Pitch Into 

43 Sign up 
4« Agitated 
47 Orange 

Ingredient 
49 Some put them 
on 

51 SWALLOW 
54 Inmate? 


72 Young elephant 

73 SlngspM kin 

74 Went wHd 
76 Soup d*st»a 

78 Get around 

79 Welcomed 
BO Dropped oil 
83 Society entrant 
85 Locomotive 
89 Without much 

thought 
93 Wheal husk 


109 Take on 

110 Harrow rival 
HI Slaters 

112 City on Lake 
Michigan 
in Cutback 

115 Single 

116 Dam 

117 Strategy 

12D A mean Amin 
121 Finish oil 
a cake 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Bulletin: Gorgeous coolest winner forfeits big crown for little 
wedding ring. 

2. You may have my recipe for leftovers: Briefly barbecue ibcoi on 
charcoal at family picnics. 

3. Mounted police officer, working the dusk to dawn patrol, calls bis 
female horse “Nightmare.** 

4. Photographers found beautiful double rainbow awe-inspiring. 


look of nineties wrath originality 




By Serene Halatse 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A new and 
young designer is starting her 
career in Jordan, after spend- 
ing four years in the United 
States, studying fashion de- 
sign. Rama Hamaiueh , who 
started out on her own earlier 
this year, is very enthusiastic 
about making a name for her- 
self in Jordan as a fashion 
designer. 

. “My designs are simple and 
straight forward,” Hamameh 
told the Jordan Times 
WEEKENDER. She made 
her debut earlier this year in a 
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P ageb oy stylo with 
an orange and black 


B.C. 


fashion show she had in 
March. In the show she fea- 
tured her summer and a few 
designs of her winter collec- 
tion. 

Her summer wear indudes 
lots of shorts, mini-skirts and 
jupe culottes. She also fea- 
tures regular classic pants , 
with bell bottoms and Mgh- 
waisted pants which are 
matched with short jackets. “ I 
like to add a touch of abstract 
to my . designs, which X try to 
minimise to keep up with soci- 
ety , without looking sight of 
my own creativity, anti char- 
acter,” Hamameh said. The 
material she uses in her sum- 
mer wear , is mostly crepe , 
mousseline and cotton. The 
colours are black , khaki , 
orange, purple and mustard. 

Hamameh has also created 
the look of the nineties with 
her business suit collection. 
She also features navy and 
checkers suits. 

For evening wear and cock- 
tail dresses, Hamameh chose 
to do her line mostly in black. 

“ I think black is very classy, it 
gives a grand look and it 
attracts attention,” she said. 
Her dresses are made of silk, 
with simple and straight for- 
ward designs. She also in- 
corporates mousSeline in her 
line, to add a certain touch to 
the dresses. “I use mousSeline 
mostly as drapery, coming off 
the shoulder or the hair, or if I 
have a V cut in the back. 
Sometimes I use it simply as a 
shawl,” Hamameh added. 

Although Hamameh has 
not used sequins in her de- 
signs, she says that she has not 
ruled out that possibility in 
her future designs. “My win- 
ter collection will have a lot of 
sequins and embroidery, bnt 
for right now what I do mostly 






is mix fabrics, and play 
around with bottons and trim- 
mings, ” she said. 

“I design for younger peo- 
ple, especially those in their 
twenties, because they are 
within the age group that can 
adopt and change their styles 
of dressing, ” Hamameh said. 
She also added that she tries 
to maintain a certain price 
range, that her customers, 
especially the young ones, can 
afford. 

Hamameh, a graduate of 
Kansas State University, said 
she faced some problems 
when she first started. “I 
think the most difficult prob- 
lem, is the fact that people 
still do not know the differ- 


tn mustard and Wrick 

day ence between a fashion desig- 
tim- ner and a regular dress-mak- 
er,” she said. • \ 

wo- ' Hamameh is w orkin g now 
heir on a new concept, that will be 
are seen in an upcoming fashion 
can show, fa the show, Hamameh 
yles. will feature 60 p/eoes of her 
aid. collection. Her concept will 
ries be an attempt to update and 
rice modernise the traditional 
srs, folkloric dress, to an everyday 

can wear. 

“/ want to be able to mar ■- 
5 of ket it internationally, and 
taid make it known to the world, 
'ms without moving away from its 
“ I basic style of embroidery and 
ob- fabric,” she said. • 
pie The fashion show is sche- 
Fer- doled on Aug. 2. 
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ACROSS 
1 Aspire 

5 Composer Alban 
9 Straightforward 
11 Dental decay 

13 Return bout 

14 Windflower 

16 Angry 

17 "Nonna — " 

18 Business abbr. 

19 Pemnll 

21 Vatican resident 

22 Basketball team 


DOWN 

1 Residence 

2 "Three Men — 
Horse" 

3 Fuels 

4 Gel away 

5 Pennant 

6 Built 

7 Edge 

8 Earth sd. 

9 Present 

10 Biblical pronoun 

11 Early brother 


24 Spasm ol 
pain 

25 Cancel 

26 Hinge (on) 

28 Sphere 

29 Memorable 
limes 

X Eat sparingly 

32 - Vegas ' 

33 Mother ol Foal 
35 Burl on a Iree 
37 Squealer 


12 Agitated slate 

13 Ol 
Washington 
Square" 

15 Resound 

16 EUllsl 

20 Slip 

21 Poor larmer 
23 Svelte 

25 Had a cocklafl 
27 Longed 
29 Antlered animal 


38 Patella locale 

40 Foot part 

41 Eccentric wheel 
44 Public 

conveyance 

46 Longfellow or 
Bums 

47 Water Illy 
49 Moist 

51 Poker player 

52 Remarkable 
even! 


31 Plot ol land 
34 Numerical suffix 
36 En(oy shook 

39 Took 

40 Residents of an 
ancient region 

41 Succotash 
Ingredient 

42 One — lime 

43 AdO AbOUt 
Nothing" 

45 Coves 


54 151 

55 "Exodus" hero 

56 Diving Mrd 

57 Irihamted by 


59 Clear and 
shrill 

61 Salutes 

62 Nairobi resident 

63 Racetrack 
numbers 

64 Fr. river 


46 Conference 

47 Jungle king 

48 Smelting waste 

50 Youngsters 

51 Chop 

52 Lunar landing 
site 

53 Comfnenlal 
pralbc 

56 Fabricator 
58 Beatty or Kahner 
60 Grain type 
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Jackson is not a ‘champaigne Socialist’ | Japanese youth 


By Mkhad Rank 

Reuter 




LONDQN_ —. Si've never 

champagne in my life, ” 
sa/tf / Oscar-w/oning actress 
Glenda Jackson, puffing on 
a ogaiette and nursing a glass 
of black Guinness beer. 

Jackson , running for parlia- 
ment in the next general elec- 
tion, curtly dismissed charges 
that she is -a "champagne 
Socialist," 

- She will-be lighting to rep- 
resent the opposition Labour 
Party and plans to base her 
campaign for the election , due 
1 by mid-1992 , on what she 
regards as the collapse of the 
: state health, - education and 
welfare services under Con- 
servative Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher. 

“/ know my antecedents. I 
need no lectures on social- 
ism, ’’ she toid Reuters in an 
interview, displaying the 
. bluntness for which she is 
l well-known. 

Jackson, 54, the daughter 
of a bricklayer from the north- 



tStomim Jackson 


western industrial town of 
Birkenhead, said she had 
been a Labour Party suppor- 
ter all her life. 

She said she was standing 
for parliament "because 1 dis- 
like the attacks which are con- 
sistently being made on the 
health service, the nightmare 
that is state education at the 
moment.” 




"It seems to me that there is 
a push on the part of the 
government to make this 
country a mini-America, 
(with), the worst aspects of 
that society and few, if any. of 
its virtues. ” 

Jackson said Britain was 
being Americanised in the 
sense that anything called 
‘public" was bad in the gov- 


ernment’s eyes, "so public 
health, public good, public 
welfare... is being savaged in 
the pursuit of self, and / Bud 
that appalling. ” 

She expressed scorn for 
another well-known actor 
turned politician, former U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan. 

“ He’s famous. Whether 
he's an actor or not is debat- 
able. I don't consider him an 
actor. I'm antipathetic to all 
his policies, ” she said. 

Jackson, known for the 
fierce sincerity she brings to 
her roles, is now starring at 
London’s Mermaid Theatre in 
a widely acclaimed production 
of Mother Courage, by the 
left-wing German playwright 
Bertolt Brecht. 

She said she planned to 
continue acting full-time until 
the election campaign started 
in earnest. “You can’t give up 
one profession till you’re sure 
of another. ” 

Jackson said she would be 
"hugely disappointed ’’ if she 
failed to win the seat for the 
Hampstead and Higbgate 


constituency in north London, 
which is currently held by a 
Conservative with a small 
majority. 

"It will mean we won’t have 
a Labour government. It will 
only take a four per cent 
swing (for Labour to capture 
Hampstead)... if we don’t win, 
it will be pain beyond tears. " 

Labour have a substantial 
lead in opinion polls , but face a 
tough battle against Thatcher, 
who has won three general 
elections in a row. 

Jackson said she was en- 
couraged by the tide of demo- 
cracy sweeping Eastern 
Europe but there was a dan- 
ger that those countries could 
be “ turned into satellite 
Labour markets for a capital- 
ist economy." 

She was dismissive of the 
two Oscars she has won, in 
1971 for Women in Love, in 
which she appeared in the 
nude, and in 1974 for A 
Touch of Class, one of her few 
comedies. 

"Awards are about the 
people who give them and not 


the people who receive them. 
They don’t mean anything ." 

She said she was unable to 
comment on her own theatre 
performances because she 
could not view them. With her 
film totes, it was a matter of 
“ either that you did solve the 
problem which is quite 
pleasant or that you didn’t, 
which is highly unpleasant.” 

Asked yo to name a film in 
which she was dissatisfied 
with her performance, she re- 
plied with a laugh-No. 

Jackson, who as divorced in 
1976. said she lived with her 
21 -year-old son Daniel and 
had no intention of remar- 
rying. 

She said she did not believe 
her fame as an actress would 
be an advantage in the elec- 
tion. 

“ I think there are disadvan- 
tages which probably cancel 
out the advantages... for as 
many people who are pre- 
pared to like you for what you 
do, there are as many who are 
prepared to dislike you for 
what you do." 




Paul Newman races on in three professions 






By MKe Harris 

The Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — The 
precision-cropped hair is 
mostly gray, but those famous 
blue eyes remain dear, his 
skin unlined and his body 
trum 

At 64, Academy Award- 
winning actor Paul Newman 
races on, juggling success in 
three high-pressure , deman- 
ding professions: acting the 
food business and auto racing 
And bis passions run high in 
all. 

When he's .not directing, 
acting or promoting his line of 
^"Newman’s Own ” food pro- 
* ducts in the United States, he 
-rakes^ tir the^'track- With bis 
^latest * moyie , Mr . : and l Mrs. ' 


’4. 


b ■ This season, he is driving a 
■jz. limited schedule on the 
1 s Trans-Am circuit as 
teammate of 22ryear-oSd 
Sharp, the son of Bob 
Sharp, co-owner of Newman- 



Sharp Racing. Newman has 
watched the younger driver 
improve almost daily and la- 
ments one small part of aging. 

“A young driver like Scott, 
who's got a great gift, just 
keeps going faster and fas- 
ter," Newman said during an 
interview before finishing 
16th in a recent Trans-Am 
race in Cleveland. 

" Young kids like Scott 
think about winning. I think 
about whether Fm going to 
have a pulse," he joked. 

"When you get older and 
older, you start slowing down. 
Everything is offone-50tb of 1 
per cent. Your eyes are a little 
off, your reflexes, touch — 
everything. You multiply that 
by just a factor of 1 per cent, 

■ that’s, two or three seconds a 
lap." .. ; 

But Newman, whose in- 
terest in auto racing was 
generated on the set of Win- 
ning in 1968, doesn't regret 
' his late start in the sport he 
now loves. 

"I started at the right time. 



(toft) 



an aid pnrfasstenaf poof 
Tom Cruse, in a 


J bad the right kind of equip- 
ment," he said. "I don't re- 
gret anything. It came at the 
right time. I was getting bored 
acting." 

Asked if racing revived his 
interest in other things, be 
joked that his wife, actress 
Joanne Woodward, says it 
saved their marriage. Wood- 
ward co-stars in Mr. and Mrs. 
Bridge , a chronicle of a 
middle-class American fami- 
ly- 

Turning serious again , 
Newman said: “You become 
passionate about one thing, it 
leads back into something 
else. If you can gain a sense of 
passion and commitment in 
your life in one arena, it's 
bound to bleed back into 
other arenas." 

Newman, who has earned 
four national amateur driving 
titles and two Trans-Am vic- 
tories since beginning his 
raring career in 1972 , says he 
never gave driving a race car 
much thought until he played 
an indy-car driver in win- m 
oing." 

What was it that attracted 
him to the sport? 

“I don't know, " be said. “It 
was just out there, like any- 
thing else, to be learned. I 
started off very slowly, very 
cautious, as I start off every- 
thing." 

Since be has been successful 
at so much, people tend to 
believe things come easily to 
Newman. He insists the oppo- 
site is true. 

“The light that you think 
you emanate is not necessarily 
the light that other people 
see, " he said. “You think of 
yourself as a shy, retiring 
whatever it is, and some other 


people will see you in an 
entirely different way. 

“I had always seen (tennis 
star Ivan) Lendl as a guy with 
such a gift. The gift came 
before the work, but not 
according to Lendl. He says if 
he lays off for three weeks, 
he's garbage. 

“ You have to constantly 
learn. Obviously, you have to 
start with some kind of gift , 
but people don't understand 
that . ... I don’t have a gift for 
anything. I've only had a gift 
of pursuit. 

“ That's certainly true in 
acting. 1 can't look at the 
work I did 20 years ago. I 
can't even watch it. 

“In all the things I started 
to attack — football, tennis — 
I bad no gift for it all. I had no 
gift for racing, either. It's just 
something that I ready wanted 
to do." 

Scott Sharp , sitting nearby, 
said, “Aw, Paul, you look 
good at everything you do. " 

“Come watch my tennis 
game sometime,” Newman 
said, laughing. “I really did 
want to play tennis really bad- 
ly. I was awful." 

His schedule is jet-set, but 
more because of the multiple 
careers he is juggling than any 
need for glamour or celebrity. 

“ I was never able to dele- 
gate responsibility and I do 
have a fuB plate,” Newman 
said. “ The thing you don't 
realise is somebody sends you 
a script, as a friend, and all of 
a sudden, you're devoting five 
days and taking 20 pages of 
notes. There goes the whole 
damn week.” 

"Fve got a script now that 
the chances of my doing are 



PauiNewmam at the tracks 


probably one in 20. Bur you 
spend the tune.” 

Will Newman, who remains 
in shape by running and work- 
ing out on a stationary bike, 
stay around racing for a 
while? 

*! I have never made a plan 
about anything in my life and 
I don't see it starting to hap- 
pen now,” he said. I still 
enjoy (raring). I don’t enjoy 
going as slow as I’m going , but 
I still enjoy the competition. " 

Among the people that 
Newman has introduced to his 
adopted sport is Tom Cruise , 
bis co-star in the 1987 filmTbe 
Colour of Money. Cruise be- 
came so enamoured of auto 
racing be initiated and starred 
in. Days of Thunder, a movie 


about stock car racing. 

Newman politely refused to 
critique the movie, but he did 
say, “I think it wUi be very 
good for raring. " 

Asked if he thinks a great 
movie has yet been mack ab- 
out auto raring, Newman re- 
plied, “I’m not one to bonk 
my own horn, but Winning, it 
seems to me, may have been 
the best movie about racing. 

“ Not because the racing 
footage was the best or any- 
thing, but because the people 
integrated into the racing. 
And, usually you find that 
people are inserted, or trans- 
planted on top of, or glued to 
the story. 

“ Great movies ultimately 
have to be about people." 


everybody wants 




to join the band 


By Mari Yamagnchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Every Saturday 
night, millions of young 
Japanese tune their tele- 
visions to a rock band contest 
that has changed the face of 
pop music in Japan. 

In only a year and a half, 
the show “ Ikasu Band Tengo- 
ku " (groovy band heaven) has 
become the hottest late TV 
programme. It has introduced 
more than 650 amateur bands, 
from middle-aged office 
workers to freaks with their 
hair dyed blond. 

The programme’s name is 
usually abbreviated to “Ika- 
Ten which also means fried 
squid. Last year, the editors 
of a dictionary of modem 
Japanese chose Ika-ten as the 
most popular new word in the 
country. 

It represents a big change 
for Japanese teens, who most- 
ly have regarded rock music 
as something to listen to 
rather than some as some- 
thing to perform. Since the 
programme debuted, sales of 
musical instruments have 
surged. 

There are at least 20,000 
amateur rock bands in Tokyo 
alone had many more nation- 
wide, estimates Akira Nishi- 
kawa, former producer of the 
show and vice president of 
Tokyo Broadcasting System, 
the commercial network that 
started the show in February 
1989. 

Several of the bands — 
Kabuki Rocks, Norma Jean. 
Jitterin' Jinn — have moved 
from the show to the top of 
the pop hit charts, displacing 
“idol singers." the naive and 
vsute teenagers who had been 
the staple of Japanese pop. 

Judges on each show pick a 
winner from 10 among contest- . 
ants. If the winner repeats for 
several weeks, it gets a chance 
to make a record for profes- 
sional release. 

Whatever these rockers are 
saying, it's not the time-hon- 
oured idea of rebellion and 
protest, say musicians and 
commentators. 

“We are not playing rock to 
protest against society or the 
government. It’s been done 
before, and that’s old," said 
Sbinji Wajima, guitarist and 
vocalist with Ningen-Isu (hu- 
man seat). 

“We want to sing about the 
weakness of an individual, 
and something about how we 
can be more human," Wajima 
says. 

" People used to sing folk 
and rode music for freedom , 
and that’s what music is all 
about. We are not great, but 
we are happy to know even 


we can do it." 

His three-man band was 
launching a professional 
career in July. Until it 
appeared on the show last 
year. Ningen-Isu was un- 
known. 

Commentators say few of 
the amateur bands believe 
they can turn professional, 
but they are striving for a taste 
of stardom and for some kind 
of contact with people in a 
society that is gaining afflu- 
ence but losing the human 
touch. 

The amateur band Phe- 
nomenon owes something to 
Karaoke, or singing along 
with a tape or video — popu- 
lar in Japanese drinking 
places — and something also 
to the street in central Tokyo 
that is given over to rock 
bands every Sunday after- 
noon. Dozens of groups per- 
form weekly, demonstrating 
that some Japanese youth ex- 
uberantly break out of the 
stereotypical mold of studying 
and pursuing careers. 

In those street concerts, 
“ performers and audiences 
are equal, which reassures 
them that they are not alone. " 
said Tatsuya Iba. a writer for 
the magazine Let’s Start a 
Band. 

The magazine has seen its 
circulation grow to 300,000, 
and every month it runs 30 
pages of ads from people 
looking for band members. 

Osamu Nakano. com- 
munications professor at 
Hosei University in Tokyo, 
says Japanese youth do not 
know what to protest against 
or what to demand, and the 
point of the bands is to have 
fun with friends. 
"'"‘Playing brand-name 
guitars in the spotlight, they 
am -trying to experience sup- 
erstardom, ’’ Nakano said. 
“ But they know that it is not 
for real. " 

The growth of rock bands 
has spread to Japan Broad- 
casting Corp.. the public tele- 
vision network. It is organis- 
ing a national rock tourna- 
ment, to which more than 
4.100 amateur groups and in- 
dividuals have applied , many 
more than expected. After 
regional contests . 20 bands 
will compere in November’s 
final competition. 

And what are the bands 
saying? Here’s a lyric from a 
Ningen-Isu song. Tears of an 
Apple, sung to heavy-metal 
guitar crashing by bassist 
Kenichi Suzuki with violent 
shaking of his head. 

“ When a mountain crow 
cries, a village girl picks an 
apple. Why , Why, thinks the 
apple, why am I forced to be 
alone...?" 
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Rome fashion show seeks to 
etmoble sag ging image of Italian couture 


ROME (AP) — A dinner 
vith fashion show given by 
Roman prince-designer 
jiovanni Torionia, the famed 
Spanish Steps as a runway 
lackdrop and a gala buffet 
i osted by Prince Marina 
Ooria of Savoia combined to 
mnoble the sagging image of 
Italian couture. 

With all the partying and 
mstocratic elbow-robbing, if 
was more of a high society 
han high fashion week, witn 
dmost as many elegant 
-Jothes seen off the runway as 
m. The weeklong showings 

br next fall and winter ended 

ast Friday. 

Talk of the town was the 
iesoent on Rome by Manna 
Ooria, wife of Victor Emma- 
nuel IV, son of the last king of 
Italy- The royal family was 
•riled from Italy when the 
xmntry became a republic in 
1946, and the male heirs were 
’■ mnn ed from returning even 

lor a visit m 

However, judging from me 
cram fete for invitations to the 
doe-blooded event in honour 
jf itatian designers, monar- 
hic nostalgia still lingers in 


the Italian capital. 

Another of the week’s most 
sought-after events was the 
presentation of his evening 
wear collection by Prince 
Giovanni Torionia. It was the 
first couture collection of the 
young designer, sole heir to 
the vast Torionia fortune, and 
also first member of the age- 
old dynasty to go to work. 

To set off his sumptuous 
gowns, Torionia chose young 
ladies of Roman aristocracy as 
models, who looked like they 
stepped out of gilt-framed 
ancestral paintings as they 
walked through the bads of 
the family’s renaissance 
palace in downtown Rome. 

A stone’s throw from the 
Torionia homestead are the 
famed Spanish Steps, which 
for the past five years have 
served as backdrop for the 
grand finale of the Rome 
fruition week, with couture 
and ready-to-wear designers 
alik e parading their wares few 
next year’s winter fashion. 

• Last Thursday night 18 of 
Italy’s top designers , includ- 
ing Armani, Valentino, Ver- 
sace, Fendi and Ferre, 


showed die best of their even- 
ing wear on the moonlit steps. 
For the production, which was 
televised around the world, 
each designer chose a celebri- 
ty to accompany the collec- 
tion. 

Actress Johanna Pakula 
made her way down the steps 
in a gray chiffon sequined 
gown for Armani, while 
Anthony Quinn tent a sup- 
porting arm to a red cashmere 
dad model for Laura Giagjot- 
ti. Anthony Delon , son of 
French actor Alain Delon, 
was ad too happy to escort bis 
lady down the stats, as she 
Hashed her legs in a preferred 
brown sdk sequined dress by 
Pino Lancetti. Valentino pre- 
ferred to let his lady stand 
alone, sending a stunning 
OmeDa Muti in a 1965 red! 
chiffon Valentino floor-length 
gown down the spectacular 
runway. 

Hodywood favourite Gian- 
ni Versace stole the show 
when be sent top model Jen- 
nifer Flavin in an ultra-tight 
sequined jump suit slowly 
down the steps and into the 
arms of. 


Lacroix still manages 




blood-red mink, black velvet 


PARIS (R) — Flamboyant 
designer Christian Lacroix 
kicked off five days of French 
autumn and winter high 
fashion showings a s h a de more 
restrained than usual but still 
managed to throw bioow-red 
mink over black velvet in a 
presentation inspired by the 
orient. New York and Spain. 

At 39 the youngest of the 
Paris couturiers, be scored a 
new triumph at a showing 
Sunday at a Paris hotel where 
eager paparazzi mobbed U.S. 
socialite Ivana Trump, one of 
the few women able to afford 
the individually-tailored lines. 

“It was high elegance, M said 
former Chanel top model Ines 
de la Frcssange. 

“He is eccentric but marvel- 
lous. Even for a professional, 
his shows are an experience. " 

Lacroix's woman was softly 
moulded and often chaste but 
would never go unnoticed. 

Throwing blood-red mink 
over black velvet or combin- 
ing fusebia with red and tar- 
tans with tweeds . Lacroix in- 
dulged in the eye-catching 


contrasts that have catapu- 
lated him to the top of the 
thriving fashion trade. 

He recklessly juxtaposed 
glowing velvets with pastel 
chiffons, heavy brocades 
with fine chiffon and threw his 
trademark diamante buttons 
on backs, fronts, sleeves or 
hips. 

But the fashion circus 
agreed chat the southern 
French designer, whose 1987- 
founded bouse has yet to 
show a profit, was a shade 
more restrained than in the 
■past. 

“He is stid one of the great 
artists,'' one journalist said. 
“But not quite as wild as in 
the past." 

Largely inspired by the 
Orient and 18th century 
Spain, Lacroix’s models 
favoured short skirts or tightly 
tapered trousers but needed 
to show little flesh to seduce. 

A heavily embroidered tor - 
reio jacket twinkled and ta- 
pered to a waspish waist . A 
tomato red silk jacket tipped 
with sable cuffs dropped fo 


reveal a wispy black chiffon 
number. 

Ball-gowns so rich, so wide 
and so ruffled they appeared 
set for a court were tucked 
high at front or slashed a mite 
askew. 

“ Whenever I was in danger 
of reproducing costumes from 
the past, I conjured up the 
freedom and violence of New 
York and shortened the 
hems.’’ Lacroix said. 

■ Some preferred the bolder, 
younger line of Italy’s Gianni 
Versace, who launched the 
haute couture collections as a 
guest of the 22 French desig- 
ners with a flamboyant show. 

Versace sought his inspira- 
tion in the 1960s, coupling the 
teeniest of minis with a teeb- 
nicolour splurge in pop-art 
and psychedelic design. 

Andy Warhol’s Marilyn 
Monroe ran up and down 
embroidered stretch pants for 
very special evenings. Heels 
were viciously high and bot- 
toms barely covered by a rich 
and hard-hitting mix of tight- 
ly-moulding fabrics. 



A modal wean an ornate top, embroidered 
gold and jenrels over a muHOayered skirt 

designed by Christian Lacroix as part of the 
Autumn-Winter 1990*91 Fashion collection* 



Health & Medicine 



TIMES, THURSDAY-HUDAY, JULY 26-27, 1990 




LONDON (R) — British sci- 
entists believe they have 
found a genetic trigger that 
determines an embryo’s sex 
— but say any manipulation 
of the discovery among peo- 
ple would be genocide. 

Scientists from the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund and 
the Medical Research Council 
said they found a gene in a 
tiny region of the Y Chromo- 
some which sets off the chain 
of events that causes an 
embryo to grow testes. 

This gene, they believe, is 
present in aB mammals, from 
mice to humans. 

“This discovery is likely to 
be a landmark that will be 
remembered for a long time in 
the development of science , ” 
sa/d John Maddox, editor of 
the scientific journal Nature 
where the research was pub- 
lished. 

Scientists said the discovery 


opens a window into one of 
the basic processes of life, but 
it is a long way torn having 
any practical applications. 

The researchers who made 
the discovery were particular- 
ly adamant that their finding 
should not be used for any 
genetic manipulation of the 
human species. 

“f consider my experiment 
to manipulate the (genetic 
material) of a human being 
akin to genocide and outside 
reasonable moral debate 
Dr. Peter Goodfellow of the 
Cancer Research Fund’s Hu- 
man Molecular Genetics 
Laboratory told a news con- 
ference. 

However, he said the dis- 
covery could eventually have 
some practical application in 
beef production where it is 
more desirable to have bul- 
locks than cows. 

Scientists have been sear- 


ching for the male gene , offi- 
cially called the testes deter- 
mining factor (TDF), since 
1959, when it was first disco- 
vered that the Y Chromosome 
is associated with maleness. 

Chromosomes contain the 
basic genetic material that de- 
termines the characteristics of 
a species. Humans have 23 
pairs of chromosomes of 
which two, the X and Y, 
determine sex. 

At fertilisation a mammal’s 
egg, which always carries an X 
chromosome, fuses with a 
sperm that carries either an X 
or Y. Normally embryos that 
inherit an X chromosome 
from the sperm become 
females while those that re- 
ceive a Y become males. 

For the first several weeks 
of development , all human 
foetuses are sexually identical 
but in the seventh week the 
TDF kicks in if it is present 


and a foetus destined to be 
male starts to develop testes. 

In December 1987 scientists 
at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology made head- 
lines when they thought they 
bad discovered the TDF, but 
further investigations ruled it 
out as the critical marker. ■ 

Goodfellow said be is cer- 
tain that his tom has found 
the correct gene because the/ 
were searching a much smal- 
ler area of the Y chromosome . 

The team made their dis- 
covery by studying human 
genes, then a wide range of 
male and female mammals 
from mice to tigers, and only 
one fragment was found to be 
present in all the males and 
absent in all the females. 

The team then was able to 
isolate the mouse equivalent 
of the fragment and pinpoint 
the location of the gene that 
triggers testes. 
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PITTSBURG (AP) — Mental 
health advocates are hailing a 
new drug for acute schi- 
zophrenia but criticising its 
price tag — $750 per month 
per patient. 

The National Alliance for 
the Mentally 111 and partici- 
pants in a weeklong conven- 
tion on psychiatric treatment 
want Sandoz Pharmaceuticals 
Carp, to explain why the 
drug, called Clozapine, is so 
expensive. They also urged 
state hospitals to buy more. 

“We’re hearing what sound 
like testimonials at church re- 
vivals on the effects of the 
drug, ” said J. Benedict Csnti- 
fanti, deputy director of Penn- 
sylvania Production and 
Advocacy Inc., a support 
group for psychiatric patients. 

Clozapine reduces emotion- 
al disturbances and thought 


disorders in schizophrenics 
who haven't responded to 
conventional treatment , said 
Sandoz, which introduced it in 
February. 

“In some cases recovery is 
quite dramatic, ” said Barbara 
Gordon , research director for 
the Pennsylvania Office of 
Mental Health. “In others it’s 
not so dramatic, but even they 
are showing improvement .” 

Unlike other drugs pre- 
scribed for schizophrenia, 
such as Thorazine and Prolix- 
in, Clozapine doesn’t cause 
involuntary facial tremors 
known as Tardive Dyskinesia , 
a sometimes irreversible con- 
dition. 

“When you take one of 
those drugs you are rolling the 
dice, ” said Dr. Janice Guidot- 
ti, who held a workshop at 
Duquesne University. 



The workshop was part of a 
five-day convention attended 
by 1,000 current and former 
mental patients and their 
advocates , whose goals in- 
clude getting rid of a per- 
ceived stigma associated with 
psychiatric treatment and 
advancing a nationwide civil 
rights movement for mental 
patients. 

Sandoz pharmaceuticals of 
East Hanover , New Jersey, 
said one reason for Cloza- 
pine’s high cost is that patients 
must undergo weekly blood 
tests to check for a potentially 
deadly side effect, reduction 
in the white blood cell count, 
that shows up in 2 per cent of 
users. 

The company estimates 
5,000 patients in public and 
private hospitals in the United 
States take Clozapine. 




The price should drop when 
more psychiatrists prescribe 
it, said Dr. Gilbert Honigfeld, 
a Sandoz spokesman. 

At a recent workshop, Cen- 
tifanti described the case of 
James Angtiss, a patient at 
Western State Hospital in 
Steilacoom, Washington, who 
sued for the right to take 
Clozapine. Administrators 
withheld it because of cost 
and potential liability. 

A jury awarded Angliss 
5600,000 and his mother 
$60,000 after he was forced to 
take another drug and de- 
veloped Tardive Dyskinesia. 
The hospital has appealed the 
case. 

The case is believed to be 
the first int he United States 
involving Clozapine, Centi- 
fanti said. 






Screen Gaft Analysis is the name of a 
technique used to map a physically hand- 
icapped person’s pattern of movement so 
that items such as artificial tegs arid ortho- 
paedic shoes can be more accurately de- 
signed for individual use. The result for 
the patient is less pain. 


By Paul Janoshz 

Stuttgarter Zeitung 

A PATIENT is prescribed an 
orthopaedic shoe to offset the 
effect of a left leg five cen- 
timetres shorter than the 
other as a result of a compli- 
cated fracture. 

The specialist checks to see 
that the difference is offset It 
all looks tine. Then the pa- 
tient starts complaining about 
serious pain in both hip joints 
and at the fracture points. 

~ At hospital the patient 
undergoes screen gait analysis 
and a serious foot irregularity 
K is diagnosed. It imposes a 
v heavy burden on the hand- 
icapped side of the patient’s 
body. 

The shoe is then redesigned 
and the patient is enable to 
use it free of pain once more. 

This case was outlined by 
Hannes Schmidi of Budrio, 

| Italy , at an international sym- 
| posium on screen gait analysis 
| held at the Technical Un- 
iversity in Berlin. - 

The new technique is main- 
ly used to help handicapped 
patients with artificial limbs 
and to enable them to regain 
fullest use of their limbs and 
to play an active part in every- 
day life. Rehabilitation, as it 
'is called, dates back to 1916, 
'.when the Surgeon Ferdinand 
Sauerbruch and the engineer 
[ Walter Scblesinger set up the 
.Artificial Limb Test Center in 
Berlin. 

Its task was to develop 
artificial limbs and other aids 
for the handicapped, with the 


emphasis — at the time — on 
war wounded. 

The Technical University’s 
Professor Ulrich Bocniek de- 
tines screen gait analysis as a 
measuring tool by which mo- 
tion sequences can be quanti- 
sed very fast and with the 
lowest possible margin of 
error. 

Modem methods of screen 
gait analysis, popularly known 
as the “electrocardiogram of 
the gait,” use optoelectronic 
techniques. 

Strips of reflecting foil are 
attached to those of the pa- 
tient's joints that are of in- 
terest while luminous diodes 
arranged in ring fashion round 
video camera lenses flash 
these markers. 

Part of the energy emitted 
is refleeted, received by the 
cameras and processed by a 
computer that works out, for 
instance, the speed and accel- 
eration of the limbs marked in 
this way. 

Hus method is known as 
passive marking. Active 
marking involves attaching in- 
fra-red luminous diodes to the 
patient. These diodes flash 
periodically. 

The drawback of active 
marking is that the patient has 
to drag a heavy cable along 
behind him , which may natur- 
ally hamper his natural gait. 

The new measuring facility 
at Berlin Technical Universi- 
ty’s department of bio-medic - 
al technology incorporates a 
particularly advanced level of 
sophistication and has a re- 
solution of up to 0.5 mm. 


So it can register exactly 
each and every change in the 
patient’s movement patterns, 
such as the time sequence 
graph of knee bends to hip 
bends. 

The graph, a two-dimen- 
sional diagram, describes a 
loop for every step taken. The 
shae of this loop varies and is 
not the same for a sick person 
as for a healty individual. 

The doctor's experienced 
eye takes in at a glance the 
entire movement sequence, 
whereas screen gait analysis 
analyses individual features 
and identities their causes. 

Measurements are recorded 
and can be compared with 
subsequent readings. But the 
problem is that although data 
are detailed, interpreting 
them is more difficult. 

“Electrocardiograms can be 
read mechanically in eight out 
of ten cases nowadays, ” Pro- 
fessor Boenick says. “In 
screen gait analysis we are still 
not exactly sure what the de- 
tails mean. We are still 
learning. ” 

Hannes Schmiedl, chief 
surgeon at a rehabilitation cli- 
nic for patients with damaged 
limbs, is convinced the new 
analysis technique is better 
than the doctor's “ experi- 
enced eye.” 

He would like to store the 
vectogrmns, or readings, of 
sick and healthy patients in a 
databank so as to be able to 
read them later like X-ray 
exposures. 

It will be a while before this 
is possible. The equipment is 
not yet available , and only a 
handful of clinks can afford 
facilities that cost between 
300,000 and 700,000, West 
German marks (DM). 

Professor Boenick hopes to 
make do with simpler equip- 


ment once be has mastered 
the technique. It might then 
cost DM 50,000 , which is a 
sum most hospitals should be 
able to afford. 

Will sophisticated techni- 
ques usher in revolutionary 
changes in the craftsmanship 
that is still the mainstay of 
making artificial limbs? 
Orthopaedic technician Wil- 
fried Knoche feels the new 
technology will tend to help 
him in his work. 

He expects screen gait 
analysis findings will help him 
to make ideal artificial limbs 
for bis patients and improve 
the techniques used to teach 
patients to wear them and to 
walk correctly again. 

“There are cases,” he says, 
“in which the patient seems to 
walk well with the artificial 
limb yet is still not satisfied. 
So we would welcome objec- 
tive data on the performance 
of artificial legs. ” 

He is, however, sceptical 
about gait analysis findings 
being used to reach overbasty 
judgements. 

The technique can be used 
not only for people with dam- 
aged limbs but for patients 
suffering from muscle wastage 
after being bedridden for too 
long in hospital. 

The success of treatment 
and of teaching them to walk 
again can be objeedvised and 
recorded on floppy disks. 
Many nerve complaints lead 
to upsets in movement and 
even paralysis. 

They include strokes , Par- 
kinson ’ s disease, brain 
tumours and other changes in 
the central nervous system. 
Berlin neurologist Karl-Heinz 
Mauri tz told the symposium 
about successful treatment of 
patients paralysed on one side 
or suffering from paraplegia. 



The Positron Emission Tomograph (PET) 

— the world’s most modem diagnosis urtit 

— has boon put into smrvlcm in Huomt. 
The fleeter of the University, Professor 


(PET) Heinz 


Hsmdmshagen in front of the PET. 
arm similar units in Mam university 
of tPEssmidorf and AadmaLlf 






HANOVER — A diagnosis 
unit, which is regarded as the 
most modem in the world, has 
been taken into service by the 
Hanover Medical University. 
It facilitates precise examina- 
tion of the functions of the 
body. The new Siemens 
equipment for instance , pro- 
vides exact data about which 


parts of the heart have “died” 
following an attack. It can 
also be used to determine 
whether someone can under- 
stand speech or can only react 
to sounds. The unit which 
enables illnesses to be di- 
agnosed more effectively is 
known as the Positron Emis- 
sion Tomograph (PET). 


Hospitals in East Germany 
urgently require modern 
equipment in order to make 
up lost ground. Recently, the 
Driigerwerk AG from Liibeck 
donated anaesthetic systems 
worth more than a million 
West German marks to clinics 
in the neighbouring East Ger- 
man towns of Wtsmar and 


Rostock. Christian Digger de- 
scribed the donation as 
“ Scblesvig-Holsteiti helping 
Mecklenburg ” when jhe hand- 
ed over the units. ^.Speedy, 
humanitarian neighbourly 
assistance des3gned to replace_ 
obsolete equipment to the be- 
hefif of patients — IN Ptess. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Re- 
searchers have developed a 
synthetic protein molecule 
that will attach itself tightly to 
the AIDS virus in a test tube 
and prevent it from spreading 
to uninfected cells. 

In a study published Friday 
in the Journal Science, the 
researchers reported that the 
molecule, called CPF, is able 
to block a molecule on the 
surface of the AIDS virus 
from sticking to healthy im- 
mune cells in the blood. 

“ The CPF very effectively 
prevents the AIDS virus from 
binding (sticking to a target 
cell) and this inhibits the 
spread of the virus,” said 
Steven J. Burakoff, a resear- ‘ 
cher at the Dana-Farber Can- 
cer institute, an affiliate of 
Harvard University. 

CPF, he said, “is also very 
inexpensive and very simple 
to synthesise 

Burakoff said his group 
found CPF while researching 
the chemistry of bow the 
AIDS virus — called human 
immunodeficiency Virus, or 


HTV — is able to attach itself L 
to T-Lympbocytes, blood cells.. 
that are part of the immune 
system and a principal target 
of the AIDS virus. 

When HTV attacks T cells , 
it attaches a GP120 surface 
molecule to a molecule called 
CD4 on the cell’s outside wall. 
In effect, the GP120 acts as a 
key to open the lock on the 
surface of the T cell. The virus 
can then move inside. 

A molecule that sticks to 
the GP120, said Burakoff, 
would in effect prevent the 
key from fitting in the lock on 
the T cell surface. This, he 
said, would keep healthy cells 
from becoming infected. 

In laboratory experiments, 
Burakoff said , the Harvard 
group exposed the AIDS virus 
to CPF and found that the 
manmade molecule stuck so 
firmly to GP120 that it could 
not be washed off. 

Burakoff said the group 
then exposed an AIDS virus 
bound with the CPF to heal- 
thy T cells. The AIDS virus, 
which would normally attack 


the T cells ease , was unable to 
cause . an infection .. , 

'Nbxt, Burakoff said, AJDSr 
infected-T cells were put in a 
test tube with both healthy T 
cells and CPF. The synthetic- 
molecule, he said, prevented 
the virus from spreading from 
the infected T cells to the 
uninfected cells. . 

“The found it to be very , 
very effective,” said Bura- 
koff. “In the test tube , any- 
way, the CPF molecules look 
very interesting. ” 

The researcher said that 
tests of the molecule in 
laboratory animals are just 
beginning and that there are 
“many hurdles to go over” 
before the compound could 
be tested in human patients. 

Another AIDS researcher, 
Mr. Allen Goldstein of the 
George Washington School of 
Medicine in Washington, said 
the research was “very solid” 
but noted, “there’s a long way 
to go before you could trans- 
late that into a clinical ap- 
plication. ” 

Goldstein said that CPF 


joins “a whole bunch of; 
potential anti‘vira/s”tbat need 
id be tested further: " r 

Before such a tifofecule is. 
useful as a drug, be' said?, 
researchers must: show .it is 
effective in a concentration 
the body can tolerate and tha^ 
it affects only the target vxni§p 

“It would have a major' 
problem in the body if it wiU 
stick tnlots of other things,” 
said Goldstein. . ■•jz 

Burakoff said CPF is com* 
posed of two amino acids'^ 
Proline and Phenylalanine £ 
and is a small molecule . ' \i 

“Being small, . . there is a- 
reasonable chance that it can 
be given orally,” he saick- 
“And the fact that it can be- 
synthesised means it can easfc 
ly be modified to improve it. *S 

The CPF research Was a 
combined effort byBurakoffs 
Dana-Farber Group and the: 
Harvard University Depart^ 
ment of Chemistry: Science, 
magazine is the journal .of the. 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 
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LONDON (AP) — A low-fat 
vegetarian diet, dean living 
and stress management can 
reverse heart disease in many 
patients in as little as a year, 
according to a study published 
in a weekly British medical 
magazine. 

Dr. Dean Ornish of the 
Preventive Medicine Re- 
search Institute in Sausalito , 
California said in the latest 
edition of the Lancet that this 
is the Grst evidence that heart 
disease can be reversed with- 
out surgery or drugs. 

“Our trial suggests that 
comprehensive lifestyle 
changes may begin to reverse 
coronary atherosderosis in 
only a year,” the study said. 

Researchers emphasised 
that “ adherence to this lifes- 
tyle programme needs to be 
very good for overall regres- 
sion to occur, although more 
moderate changes have some 
beneGdal effects.” 

The “the lifestyle heart 


trial” noted that only two 
other controlled studies had a 
shown regression of coronary 
atherosclerosis and both used 
cholesterol-lowering drugs as 
the main treatment. 

The 10 researchers partici- 
pating in the study cautioned, 
however, that some important 
questions remained un- 
answered. 

The study involved only 41 
patients, and researchers said 
it was important to determine 
whether these results can be 
sustained in large numbers of 
patients with coronary heart 
disease. 

Further research is also 
needed to determine the rela- 
tive contribution of each com- 
ponent of the lifestyle prog- 
ramme, the researchers said. 

Scientists should also study 
just how thediseasc regresses 
and compare the results of 
changing lifestyles VS. using 
drugs or surgery, they said. 

The 41 patients from the 


greater San Francisco area, 
aged 35-75, were randomly 
assigned to an experimental 
group and a control group, 
the study said. 

The 22 patients in the ex- 
perimental group ate a low- 
fat, vegetarian diet. Smoking 
and caffeine were banned and 
alcohol was limited to two 
drinks a day, although drink- 
ing was not. encouraged. 

They exercised regularly 
and attended stress manage- 
ment training Hasses. 

Eighteen of the 22 patients 
showed a reversal of coronary 
artery blockages. Three others 
showed slight deterioration, 
while one patient with “poor 
adherence” to the diet be- 
came markedly worse , the 
study reported. 

The 19 control group pa- 
tients adhered to a program- 
me generally recommended 
for heart disease patients. 
They ate a diet of 30 per cent 
fat, did not sinoke and took 


■moderate exercise. 

Ten of the 19 patients in < 
control group, experiem 
worsening of their coron, 
artery blockages, While . ei l 
unproved. 

“This finding suggests' t i 
conventional rccommem 
tions don’t go for enough 
many people , ” Ornish said 
the interview “the gwdelu 

tnay be enough to prew 
heart disease but not to 
verse it.” 

. ‘ tTbe amount ofehestoi 
unproved within a we £ 

two and there wasa9f?z 
2™** ***■ “W&en yStfi 

»ar much better yoo a 

tbe chang, 
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By contrast; the & 

found that the control 
patients experienced a fa 
cenfrise in the frequem 
chest pains. ' - -- . ... , 
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it’s death squads kill and torture street children 


RiO ipE JANEIRO, Brazil — 
Death squads hired to “clean up 
the a toms 1 - are tenuring and kfll- 
tog growiug numbers of street 


PPpee, human ri g h t s activists 


jOffidais who monitor child 

apuse-say hundreds of deprived 
add destitute minors are mnr- 
dpted every year in Brazil. Police 
rape and illegally arrest 
ffleet ctmdren. Amnesty Interna- 
tita^satd in ar report entitled, 
“tortrae and extrajudicial execu- 
tion in urban Brazil.** 

.Death squads, generally off- 
dbty or retired police officers tod 
up with impotent courts and turn- 
stile justice, have operated in 
Brazil since the 1960s, when they 
executed known or cri- 

minals and opponents of the 
r^ghl-wiqg military regime. 


But observers are alarmed by a 
record surge of squad killings of 
young people across the country, 
especially in the cities of Recife, 
Sao Paulo and Rio De Janeiro. 

“The violence has never been 
this bad. Kids are being 
down without question, 8S if they 
were wild dogs,” said Rodrigo 
Sousa Filho, coordinator of the 
national street drikirexi’s move- 
ment in Rio De Janeiro State. 

The brutality is a mirror of 
grinding poverty, family disin- 
tegration aud police corr up tion 
that have , worsened in the past 
decade as Brazil plunged into its 
worst economic crisis ever. 

Four-digit inflation, a $114-b0- 
Kon foreign debt and de ep cuts in 
social spending have left Brazil's 
e du ca t ional and child welfare sys- 
tems “functioning as revolving 
doors,” s aid S ousa Filho. 

A UNICEF study released in 
March said half of Brazil's 60 
million children live in abject 


poverty. Some 12 million fend for 
themselves on the streets, up 
from an estimated 5 million in 
1985. 

in Brazil, children as young as 5 
are pm out on the street, said 
Pedro Meoezes, spokesman fen 
the Central Foundation for In- 
fants and Adolescents, a child 
welfare agency. 

Few last long in poorly equip- 
ped, low-security juvenile deten- 
tion centres. Many ran away or 
are amply released for lack of 
room. 

To survive, street kids become 
beggars or petty thieves, said 
Menczcs, "but they soon learn 
they can triple their parents’ 
monthly salary by running drugs, 
or joining organised crime 
groups." 

Since minors under 18 cannot 
be brought to trial, they become 
especially useful to crime bosses. 
Teen-agers help cany out kidnap- 
pings, bank robberies and 


cocaine deals, be said. 

To fight back against the rising 
crime, small store owners pay 
death squads to wipe out crimin- 
als of all ages. 

Children who arc petty thieves 
are murdered for a price as low as 
$40. The killing of a youth who 
runs drugs or heads a slum gang 
can cost as much “*• ' 300, said one 
police officer win *puke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Rdal prejudice is often a deter- 
mining factor in the killings. 

One study by the Brazilian 
institute of social and economic 
analysis said 82 per cent of street 
kids murdered by death squads 
were black or of mixed race. 

“If a street kid is white, he’s 
seen as cute and is pitied. But a 
black child is immediately 
thought to be a thief, a drug 
runner or a gang leader," said 
Paulo Rios, a worker in the 
Brazilian league for the defense 
of human rights. 


Official statistics are generally 
incomplete, but several studies 
show violence against minors is 
spreading across this tuition of 
150 million. 

A recent study by the health 
ministry revealed that homicides 
of young people in Sao Panto 
jumped from 280 in 1980 to 1,880 
in 1989. In Rio, violent deaths of 
young people rose from 287 in 
1983 to 630 in 1989. 

The Brazilian Institute of So- 
cial and Economic Analysis, a 
private research centre, pulled 
data from newspapers and mor- 
gue files in 15 states in show 
death-squad killings of street chil- 
dren jumped from 65 in 1988 to 
82 in the first half of 1989. 

Other figures by the National 
Movement for Street Boys and 
Girls, which counsels abandoned 
children, show 333 street lrids 
were lulled by death squads in the 
cities of Recife, Sao Paulo and 
Rio last year. 


Cilberto Dimension, an inves- 
tigative reporter from Sao Paulo 
who interviewed some 300 street 
children in six major cities, esti- 
mates that at least one youth is 
murdered by death squads each 
day in Brazil. 

In his best-selling book “The 
War of the Children, M Dimen- 
stein says that street children are 
eliminated because they often 
witness crimes by mobsters and 
police in violent neighbourhoods. 
The practice is known as “burn- 
ing che files.” 

In his book, Dimenstcm finds a 
youth dumped on a street corner 
in the northeastern city of Recife, 
and ask* the boy if he is sick. 

“No,” the boy responds. “I 
took a bullet in my leg. The bullet 
is still in there.” 

“Why don’t you go to the 
hospital?” 

“I am afraid the police will find 
me,” the boy says. 

Police routinely torture street 


kids for information on crime 
gangs and extort money from 
children in return for leaving 
them alone, said Dr. Maria Alda, 
coordinator of the National 
Movement for Street Boys and 
Girls in Sao Paulo. 

Police officials deny the 


“More minors are committing 
felonies than ever before,” said 
Lt. Eide Trindade, director of 
Rio's task force on organised 
crime. 

“If they are to engage in crimes 
such as armed robbery, they most 
be treated by the same standards 
as adults. To stop the crime, 
there is no other way.” 

In most cases involving torture 
or death, no one ever is arrested, 
said Alda. Convictions of death 
squad members are next to im- 
possible as witnesses are 
threatened and sometimes killed. 

“Everyone in these poor areas 
knows who’s pulling the trigger,” 


insisted Alda. “But no one, not 
even the kids, says anything out 
of sheer terror." 

As violent crime rises and the 
legions of Brazil's street children 
grow, official and public toler- 
ance to the problem is wearing, 
thin. 

Last year, state troopers 
routinely picked tip children who 
begged around Rio’s Glitzy tour- 
ist beaches and dumped them in 
far-off slums in the dry’s poor 
north zone. 

In April, Libonn Siqneira, one 
of only two juvenfle-caurt judges 
in tins city of 5.5 million people, 
entered military police to round 
up street kids and put them in 
child detention centres. 

Evening TV news broadcasts 
showed images of scantily dad, 
crying children huddled behind 
bars in cramped, filthy cells. Out- 
cries from politicians and local 
human rights groups resulted and 
the order was later withdrawn. 


j By Marwan Haddad 

Special to the Jordan Times 


Canadian to retrace Ibn Battuta’s steps 


AMMAN — If yon happen to 
see an elderly, but quite 
energetic foreigner, cycling in 
the streets of Amman some- 
time during the first half of 
1991, do not be too surprised. 
This 57-year-old Canadian is 

* retracing the steps of the 14th 
century great Moroccan geog- 
rapher, Ibn Battuta. This time, 
however, the traveller will be 
driving a bicycle, not riding a 
camel. 

Nicholas Hancock, a retired 

* teacher and author, presently, 
residing in Liverpool, Eng- 
land, will embark cm Ins 14,000 
.kilometres journey on the first 
of October, travelling across 
North Africa and the Middle 
East. Hancock will cycle 


through France to Spain from 
where he will catch a ferry to 
Morocco. From Morocco, he 
will follow the route Ibn Battu- 
ta took through Algeria, Ttme- 
sia, Libya, Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, and Turkey. Hancock 
plans to complete his cycling 
extravaganza in nine months, 
crossing the finish line some- 
time during the month of June 
1991. 

In performing this extraor- 
dinary trip, Hancock seeks to 
discover the thrills of travelling 
that Ibn Battuta so thoroughly 
enjoyed. Honcock has “long 
been intensely interested in the 
exploits of tiie Moroccan ex- 
plorer.” However, Hancock, 
during his nine month tour, 
will only receive a small taste 
of what Ibn Battuta spent a 
lifetime experiencing. This 


great medieval Arab traveller 
traversed over more than 
120,000 kilometres visiting 
almost every Muslim country 
as well as many non-Muslim 
countries reaching regions as 
far as China and Sumatra. 

Ibn Battuta first discovered 
his passion for travel at 21 
when he undertook the pil- 
grimage to Mecca in 1325. 
Ever since then, he vowed to 
visit as many parts of the world 
as possible and “never to travel 
any road a second time.” 
Travel thus became his lifetime 
career. Ibn Battuta, educated 
under renowned scholars of 


traditional Islamic sciences, 
depended not on his long list of 
diplomas but on the goodwill 
of many a sultan or ruler for his 
living and travelling expenses. 

Hancock thus desires not 
only to retrace Ibn Battuta’s 
steps but to also relive his 
experiences. Hancock wishes 
to meet, as did Ibn Battuta, 
scholars, historians, religious 
leaders, or others who are in- 
terested in his travels. 

Upon his return to England, 
Hancock plans to publish a 
series of articles about his en- 
counters. He hopes his writings 
will have an impact on the 


British and the world at large, 
exposing to all the value of Ibn 
Battuta's work. For though Ibn 
Battuta cannot claim the dis- 
covery of any new land, his 
book the Rihlah (Travels), 
written at the end of his travels 
in 1353, is rich with observa- 
tions on the social, cultural, 
and political history of the 
Muslim world. In Hancock’s 
words, “an acquaintanceship 
with the feats of this remark- 
able traveller (who is unfortu- 
nately quite unknown in the 
United Kingdom) could aid in 
the very worthwhile task of im- 
proving Anglo- Arab relations.. 
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Free holidays « 


Vikings —savages abroad, 
good family men at home 


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

THE BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOL IN AMMAN 

Is now open for registrations for the September Term 1990 


AGE RANGE: 


Boys and Girls aged 3 years to 14 years. This 
includes a Nursery class where the children follow a' 
carefully thought out and planned curriculum which 
will give them the basic skills and concepts neces- 
sary to begin formal schooling the following year. 


LANGUAGE OF 
INSTRUCTION: 


English 


PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE OF 

ENGLISH REQUIRED 

OTHER LANGUAGES 


None 


Arabic and French 


NATIONALITIES ACCEPTED: 


TEACHING STAFF: 


Ail -U.K. qualified and experienced within their; 
speciality. 


aOMdti 1A 


aD year round 


ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE: 


Specialist teachers ensure that non-English speak- 
ers make very rapid progress. 


By Tray Austin 

Reuter 


I^IRKA, Sweden — Away from 
home, the Vikings had a reputa- 
tion as the world’s first intern- 
tional hooligans — savage, un- 
couth, thirsting for a drink and a 
fight. 


rises above the 2,000 burial , 
mounds which make this the j 
largest funeral site. in.Scanrik J 



You can have « 
at your choice ? 


OTHER SPECIALIST 
TEACHERS: 


Physical Education; Music; Drama; Science; Maths; 
English etc. 

The aim is to incorporate the best traditions of the 
British educational system with the needs of an 
international community. 


_ Back in Scandinavia, they were 
Qpnsidered good family men who 
inspected their women and led 
qtrietly industrious lives, with a 
taste for imported pottery and 
Sffft feather bedding. 

*' “The Vikings had a peaceful 
sub-structure in Scandinavia but 
were warlike abroad,” said Bjorn 
Ambrosiani, project director of a 
five-year excavation which has 
just begun at Brika in the 
Mai area Valley 30 kilometres 
west of Stockholm. 


Silver pendants in the fonneff 
crosses have been' found in some 
graves, suggesting their owners 
were Christians. But other burial 
mounds contained hammers and 
iron neck-rings dedicated to the 
pagan God Thar. 


The struggle between Christ- 
ianity and Paganism ebbed and 
flowed on Birka. The islanders 
responded to Ansgar but soon 
tired of ids successor Gaut belt’s 
preaching and chased him away. 


. — Beautiful resorts of the Black Sea coast as Neptun, Mamaia and Eforie Word. 

— The futt green resorts in the Carpathian Mountains as Poiana Brasov and Sinaia 

— Splendid tours as Bucharest — The Garden — capital of Romania and ancient Brasov in the mountains. 

— Original medical treatments based on very efficient natural cure factors, mineral waters and high level 
medical assistance as: 

— Geriatric cures (antiscierotic properties) in Otopeni sanatorium and Flora Hotel Bucharest. 

— Pefl-Amar (chronic degenerative rheumatism) in same places and many others. 

— Watering cures in Felix, Herculane spas and on the Black Sea coast. Everywhere first class and 
luxe hotels, entertainments, original "Romanian folklore shows,_ night dubs and many others... 

Weekly every Monday 

For Information and bookings, please contact 


SPORTS: 


Football; Basketball; Volleyball; Athletics; Gymnas- 
tics etc. 


[TRANSPORT: 


Buses are available to cover principal residential 
areas 


ENQUIRIES: 


Amman - Jordan, P. O. Box: IMS, 

Phoiwa: C67028/670267/ 070449/070493, Telex: 2323% Fax: 881482. 




r Archaeological discoveries in 
the last 150 years have steadily 
transformed the Viking’s image 
from that of heroic warrior to 
peaceful trader. 

Ambrosiani’s dig at Birka on 
the idyllic island of Bjorko, the 
largest Viking excavation of its 
Jqnd, seems sure to strengthen 
tire idea of a dvlised Vfldng living 
in harmony with his neighbours 
and with nature. 


Birka, the cardinal point where 
Swedish urban life, industry and 
trade began, is attracting 
thousands of day-trippers aboard 
modern ferries from Stockholm 
this summer. 


The School is presently accepting registrations for 
the September term. The school will also be open lor 
registrations every Monday in July and August, 
between the hours of 9.00 and 12.00 noon. The new 
term begins on Sunday 9th September. 

P.O. Box 2002 
Tel: 841070 v 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


Ambrosiani said archaeologists 
from Sweden, Britain, Denmark 
and the Soviet Union had in the 
first three months of digging un- 
earthed bones, beads and other 
material from Birka’s golden age 
between about 800 and 970 A-D. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


'The daily Dagens Nyheter, re- 
viewing a Viking exhibition in 
Mahno, said the Viking was now 
ready to join the European Com- 
munity (EC). 


“The picture that emerges is of 
a peaceful, commercial people, 
with lots of handicrafts and both 
local and long-distance trade,” he 
said. 


“This year’s image is of a culti- 
vated trader and city dweller with 
international contacts, rather 
than a rough bearded fellow look- 
ing for a drink and a fight. He is a 
famil y man compatible with the 
EC," it said. 


Birka was perfectly positioned 
on trade routes between Europe 
via Sodertalje to the south ami 
the VOting towns of Sigtxma and 
Uppsala to the north, and had 
easy access to the eastern routes 
via Stockholm. 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
ANO, RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 


r EASTERN * 


packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, ctow-to-door 
service 


L^IUI 

Cl LoJUmJJ 

UNIVERSAL 
SPECIALISED 
SERVICES EST. 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


J2& u 

o Here 

* Now 

The Minaret 


REAL ESTATE 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

fc^TEL. 604676 60469b 
I P.O BOX 7806 +0T 
T\\5l AMMAN v 


Agents 3 over (ho world ^ 

Tat HUM , Fax: 890852 
The 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 828487 
AMMAN JORDAN ^ 


TEL : 621 775 
TLX : 23 0 S3 


FAX : 656 270 
POB : 815 408 


Specialists in Packing 
Air & Sea height forwarding 
Storage & insurance 
Nouse - hold effects insured 
by Jordan French insurance Co . 
Valuable. Commodities 


CALLSOHA 

AT 


» 00 A DO 




AM MAN -JORDAN 


Please call Tel: 610641 
P.O.Box 8408 Amman. 
1 M Cfada Jabal Amman 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


JustCafl Us 

Sales Dept. 833479 je. 
Rental Dept. 8 3347 8 f9 


But memories of Wood and 
ininder remain. Reading the 
Roestones scattered round the 
fibres of the Malaren Valley, a 
tiritor senses the tenor which an 

ipproaching Viking longboat 

nust have caused their victims. 


to its heyday Birka was a gigan- 
tic storehouse, collecting iron, 
furs, elk antlers and duck down 
over the winter months and ex- 
changing them for foreign luxury 
goods when the waterways be- 
came passable in spring. 


Quality in y 
film at 


'“They travelled bravely and 
far, and in the east gave food to 
the eagles,” a euphemism for 
slaughter, the stone outside Grip* 
sholm Castle says. 


“They had winter markets on 
the ice. Some of the graves con- 
tain ice skates made out of animal 
bones,” said Neil Price, a post- 
graduate student of York Uih- 
v ersi tyin England who has been 
working at Birka. 


y- 


Admiral 





E iHMAKL 


Home Appliances 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
fat Jordan 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 




faiiw Larsson, author of a new 

k about Ingvar the Wayfarer's 

veto, said at least 10 per cat 
lie Malaren Valley’s mhata- 
s travelled abroad in search of 
oor and fortune, often as 
tsnaries. 


The Malaren Viking's forays to 
the east took them through the 
Russian river system to the Cas- 
pian Sea and Black Sea, and they 
brought back silk, salt, swords 
and slaves. “Birka deefined when 
boats became too big to drag over 
land,” said Ambrosiani. 


V-aaSswr' V. 


duty Free is available 

• Freezers 

• Refrigerators 

■ Washers* Gas Ranges 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girts School 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wafa Dajani & Sons Co. 


Makeh Street —Tel 824658 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

6:3Q-Midnigbt 

Tel. 639968 


Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

< Tel: 661822 > 


/ CHEN'S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


AUTHENTIC 

CHINESE CUISINE 


elegant 

colorful atmosphere 


moderate prices 

stamsanL.iet : 660350 
(closed on tnondays) 


Ironically Christian missionar- 
ies were arriving at Birka around 
the same time as Vikings from 
present-day Denmark and Nor- 
way were s^king fixe monastery 
of f indisfarne in northeast Eng- 
land in 793 A.D.' 


Stockholm’s historical 
museum, winch is exinbiting the 
latest discoveries, said Birka 
raised fundamental questions ab- 
ont the Swedish view of the Vik- 
ings. 


iLT 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmmm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 
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INTERNATIONAL, 


A ccdtic cross cm the weatber- 
mootbed granite of Birka, com- 
nemorating the first visit by the 
German Monk Ansgar m 829, 


In.a pamphlet it asked: *is oar 
confident view of history collect. 
Or was our postion more tike 
Africa’s in the 1600’s — . as barba- 
rian country on the edge of the 
civilised world?” 


Open Daily 12.30-130 pm 
,7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

towards 3rd circle 


Friday 

family 

LUNGHE0N 

g UFFET 


The Re&ncyPabce HotJ 


/ NIGHTCLUB \ 

& Restaurant j 

foOdoric troupes, ballet dan- 
cer, luxurious dinner , 
Singing — Dancing and Fun 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


LOBBY LOUNGE 


©^HjY’PIANO 

entertainment 


.■ M ■-* -NM*N 


Res;B 65121 


Tel: 685186 - 887158 

From io fun. 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Soviets slam U.S. in Basketball 


American swimmers get more 
gold medals at Goodwill Games 


SEATTLE, Washington (R) — The Soviet Union 
buried the U.S. basketball team under a storm of 
three-pointers in a 92-85 victory over their arch 
rivals at the Goodwill Games. 


The Soviets, playing with just 
one member of the 1988 Olympic 
gold team that relegated the 
Americans to the bronze, used 
their patented weave offence, 
picking and passing to perfection, 
to set up sharpshooter Valeri 
Tikbonenko. 

Tokhonenko, a 2.07 metre for- 
ward who played on the Seoul 
team, scored 30 points and hit 
five of nine from beyond the 
three-point line, including four 
long-range bombs in the second 
half when the Soviets overcame a 
4542 halftime deficit. 

“I thought the Soviets played 
an outstanding game. 
Tikbonenko was fantastic,” U.S. 
coach Mike Krzyzewski said. “I 
thought our ldds didn't play that 
badly. We just had a hard time 
scoring.” 

The defeat dropped the host 
team to 1-1 in the round robin. 
The United States and Italy meet 
Wednesday , with the winner join- 
ing the Soviets as Group B teams 
in the se mifinals . 

Brazil surprised Olympic silver 
medallists Yugoslavia in Group A 
with a 95-85 win to clinch a berth 
in the semifinals with a 2-0 re- 
cord. Oscar Schmidt scored 26 
points and Gerson Victalino 
added 18 for the winners. 

Yugoslavia and Spain, both 
with 1-1 marks, play Wednesday 
with the winner clinching the 
other semifinal berth. 


The young, but raw, U.S. foam 
made several surges, led by the 
aggressive shot-blocking of centre 
Alonzo Mourning, but the 
steadier Soviets kept their poise 
and took a well deserved win. 

Mourning led his team with 20 
points, 14 rebounds and five 
blocked shots. 

The U.S. cagers, once again, 
were plagued by poor outside 
shooting,, the same malaise that 
led to their slump in Seoul. The 
team shot just 3-13 from three- 
point range after an 0-10 long 
distance tally in their opening 
win over Puerto Rico. 

Soviet coach Vladas Garastas 
said the styles favoured his team. 

“They tried to get under the 
rim aO foe time,” he said of the 
U.S. attack. “It wasn’t effective.” 

Meanwhile Soviet athletes 
shone on the track and on the 
court at the Goodwill Games 
Tuesday, while American swim- 
mers piled up more gold medals 
in the swimming competition. 

Soviet Nadezhda Ryashkina 
walked away with a record in die 
women's 10 kilometre walk — 
little more than a day after Soviet 
ice hockey star Sergei Fyodorov 
just walked away. 

While the United States lost on 
the basketball court, they won in 
the water. Five-time Olympic 
swimming champion Matt Biondi 
raised his Goodwill gold medal 
total to four, while newcomer 


Summer Sanders took her gold 
tally to three. 

Although few fast times have 
been docked in the sprints on the 
Husky Stadium at foe Goodwill 
Games, those travelling over lon- 
ger distances have turned in im- 
pressive efforts. 

Ryashkina set a world record 
of 41 minutes 56.35 seconds in foe 
10 kilometre walk just ahead of 
former record holder Kerry Sax- 
by of Australia, who also came in 
under her old mark. 

In the women’s 5,000 metres, 
Ryashkina’s compatriot Yelena 
Romanova woo the gold with the 
fastest time in the world this year, 
15 2.23 seconds. 

In the men’s 200 metres, 
American Michael Johnson took 
foe gold in foe 200 metres with a 
time of 20.54 seconds, finishing 
ahead of Brazil's Robson da SQ- 


Lancia leads at start of Argentine rally 


BUENOS Allis (R) — Lancia 
drivers took the top two honours 
with a Toyota third fastest in a 
“superspecial” prime at the start 
of foe Argentine Motor Rally late 
Tuesday. 

Juba Kankkunen of Finland 
covered the three kilometres san- 
dy course in two minutes 27 
seconds on a Lancia Delta Integ- 
rate, three seconds ahead of 
teammate Massimo Biasion of 
Italy, winner of the past two 
world championships. 

World championship leader 
Carlos Sainz of Spain, who is on 
his second rallying season, was 
third one second behind Biasion. 

A third Lancia team member, 


Didier Auriol of France, who is 
second in the championship 
standings, had the fourth best 
time, two minutes 32 seconds. 

After foe superficial prime, 100 
drivers started on foe first of four 
legs of the 2,118 kilometres rally, 
including Argentine President 
Carlos Menem's son, Carlos, Jr., 
who docked the 1 1th best time on 
a Lancia. ... . 

The first leg is a 930-kilometre 
haul on Tarmac to Cordoba, a 
city northwest of Buenos Aires. 
The next three legs are due to be 
run Thursday, Friday and Satur- 
day over three different mountain 
courses in the province of Cordo- 
ba. 


Preadmit Menem, who took 
part in foe Argentine rally in 
1987, excused himself from wav- 
ing off the race saying be was still 
recovering from a bout of influen- 


Sainz, who during practices 
complained about road condi- 
tions in Cordoba, should face stiff 
competition from teammate 
Jorge Recalde, a local hero who 
won foe 1988 Argentine Rally, 
and Biasion, winner here in 1986 
and 1987. 

The 1989 rally was won by 
Mikael Ericsson in a Lancia. The 
Swede, who is now driving for 
Toyota, is not taking part this 
time. 


Mexico wants to join S. American group 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico 
wants to withdraw from the Con- 
federation of North, Central 
American and Caribbean Federa- 
tions (Concacaf) and join the 
South American Soccer Federa- 
tion, foe government newspaper 
El Nadonal has said. 

“Everyone knows foe best soc- 
cer is played in South America 
and we believe that Mexico is 
good enough to compete in this 
region,” Jesus Reynoso, presi- 
dent of the Mexican Soccer Fed- 
eration, told the newspaper. 

. The South American Federa- 
tion stages the America Cup, a 
biennial competition among 
South American countries, and 
foe Liberators Cup, an annual 
tournament among South Amer- 
ican dobs. 

Mexico and eight other Latin 
American nations walked out of a 


Concacaf General Congress 
meeting in Guatemala on April 
28, in which the president of 27 
years, Joaquin Soria Terrazas of 
Mexico, was replaced by Jack 
Warner of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Recently named Concacaf 
General Secretary Chuck Blazer, 
of foe United Stales, said in New 
York Tuesday that Mexico can- 
not withdraw from the region and 
also pointed oat that Reynoso is 
facing elections for foe Mexican 
Federation presidency next week. 


“We see a general cross section 
of the Mexican Federation as 
supportive of its place in Con- 
cacaf,” Blazer said. “It’s political 
posturing in his own political 
environment.” 


“It's a local political statement 
that’s now gone beyond Mexican 
internal politics.” 


Mexico has been a dominant 
team in the region and regularly 
qualifies for FIFA c o mpetition s , 
such as the World Cop. Blazer 
said it seemed odd that a country 
would surrender easier qualifica- 
tion for a more difficult one. 

Blazer also said the rift that 
developed between Spanish and 
English speaking members at the 
general congress has ben healed. 

“The relationship with almost 
all of countries have been soh- 
difed and renewed and we don’t 
see any insurrection whatsoev- 
er,” Blazer said. 

‘ Mexico is coming off a two- 
year suspension from world com- 
petition, including foe recently 
completed World Cup, invoked 
by FIFA, soccer’s governing body, 
for using an overage player in a 
qualifying for a youth World 
Cup. 


Annual Horace to Canadian Citizens Residing In Jordan 
Canadian citizens residing In Jordan are Invited to register 
with the Canadian Snbassy Consular Section If they have not already 
done so. Those vho have been registered for a year or more, who have 
not recently confirmed their continued presence in Jordan, are also 
invited to contact the Consular Section and communicate any change of 


address or telephone number. 

Consular registration forms way he obtained la person or in 


writing. The Embassy Is located In the Sfamelsani district and is open 
S unday to Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The postal address Is 
P.O. Box 815403- If you wish further information you may also phone 
666-124. 


Ambassade Du Canada 


Les citoyens canadiens resident en Jor dan l e gout invites & 
s'lnecrlre & 1 ' Ambassade du Canada s'i-ls ne 1 ' cart pas d£j& fait. Ceux 
gui 9 ant inscrlts depute ua an ou plus, qul o' ant pas confirm^ tout 
recenment qu’ils resident toujour 5 en Jordanie, soot aussl invitee a 
ecnmiunlquer avec la Section coosulalre pour 1 * informer de tout 
dumgeoent d'adresse ou de t£L£pbone- 

Les formulaires d 1 Inscription sent dispcnible depuis 
1 ' ambassade. h* ambassade eat sltude & Shmeisanl et les -heures de 
bureau scat de UhOQ & l 6 h 00 du diman che au Jeudl- la holte postale 
porte le fl° 015 s * 03 . On peut obtenlr de plus amples remseignements 
en t&jiphonant au 666 - 124 . 


Lewis- Johnson race 


Cuba’s Roberta Hernandez 
pulled a mild surprise in the 
men’s 400 metres, defeating 
Olympic bronze medallist Danny 
Everett by three metres as he 
docked 44.79 seconds. 

In swimming, Sanders, a 17- 
year-old Californian, conquered 
her thir d Olympic champion of 
foe meeting with a win in the 
200-metre butterfuiy ahead of 
East German Kathleen Nord, the 
1988 Olympic gold medallist, who 
finished thud. 

Earlier Sanders defeated 
Olympic champions Janet Evans 
of foe United States and East 
German Daniela Hunger. 

Biondi added his fourth Good- 
will gold with a 49.02 second win, 
foe fourth fastest time ever, in foe 
100-metre freestyle. 


Johnson’s two-year IAAF sus- 
pension for a positive drug test 
ends in September and there have 
been hot negotiations to stage a 
race between the two sprinters. 
Some promoters have proposed a 
two-man showdown in a car 
park in Las Vegas, others have 
wanted the two to run on the 
boardwalk in Atlantic City. 

The Lewis camp, and promo- 
ters in Spain and Tokyo, want foe 
race as part of a regular meeting 
this autumn or next spring. 


Nebiolo said Johnson, who was 
stripped of his Olympic gold med- 
al and world record because of 
die positive test, had been tested 
four times under IAAF sanction 
and all results had been negative. 

The IAAF president would not 
comment on last month’s Cana- 
dian government inquiry report 
on drug use. 


Injured 
Canadian 
rider to 
stay out of 
showjumping 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — 
The World Equestrian Gaines, 
embroiled in a debate over anim- 
al cruelty, have suffered a blow 
with foe withdrawal of top Cana- 
dian show jumper Ian Millar 
through injury. 

The Swedish Equestrian Fed- 
eration said Wednesday that MiT 
lar would be replaced by Jay 
Hayes on Zucarlos after be suf- 
fered a head injury in a fall in 
Calgary, Alberta. 

Millar was one of the favourites 
in the show jumping competition 
which starts next week. The event 
will also be without top rider, 
Franke Sloofoaak, who pulled 
out amid an investigation involv- 
ing his West German trainer Paul 
Schockemoehle. 

Schockemoehle is closing his 
world-famous stables and quitting 
as a trainer after charges that be 
hit horses’ legs with wooden bars 
to make them jump bigfaeT. The 
practice is known as “rapping.” 

Pehr Gyllenhammar, president 
of the World Equestrian Gaines 
and the Swedish Equestrian Fed- 
eration, said at an impromptu 
news conference before the games 
opened Tuesday that there was 
no room for abuse in equestrian 
sport 


“It is important for the sport to 
be seen as elegant, dean and 
fair,” Gyllenhammar said. 

Meanwhile, Christine Stueck- 
elberger of Switzerland won the 
first warmup to the World Dres- 
sage Championship Tuesday, 16 
months after a serious riding acci- 
dent jeopardised her competitive 
career. 

.The former Olympic cham- 
pion, with her stallion Gauguin 
de Lully, won first-place ratings 
from all five judges in the Inter- 
mediere II class. She gained 1,147 
points. 

The Soviet Union, favourites 
for foe silver team medal behind 
foe West Germans, had three 
riders in the top seven. Yuri 
Kovshov on Booket came second j 
with 1,101 points. 

Stueckelberger was foe only 
one of a half-dozen favourites for 
the individual title who competed 
Tuesday in the warmup for the 
World Team Championship in 
Grand Prix Dressage. The team 
championship occurs Thursday 
and Friday. 

The individual final will be 
Sunday. 

In foe vaulting — gymnastics 
on horseback — Diana Tyll, 16, 
of the United States, won foe 
women's individual compulsory 
competition. Another American 
was third, Lana Schumacher, 18. 

Sweden’s King Carl XVI Gus- 
taf opened foe two-week World 
Equestrian Games during an 
hour-long show. 



Menotti to join Uruguayan club 


Meanwhile foe International 
Amateur Athletics Federation 
President Primo Nebiolo said the 
federation would frown on a 100- 
metre match race between world 
record holder Carl Lewis and 
disgraced Canadian sprinter Ben 
Johnson as has been discussed. , 

“We are against a c o mp e tition 
between two people in a special 
meeting,” Nebiolo, whose gr o up 1 
could take action against foe 
sprinters if they violated IAAF 
wishes, told Reuters at the Good- 
win Games Monday. 

“If this competition can hap- 
pen during a meeting where it 
would be a normal race between 
eight athletes, it could occur,” 
Nebiolo said. 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — Cesar Luis Menotti, who led Argentina 
to victory in foe 1978 World Cup, is to join top Uruguayan soccer 
dub Penarol- Club official AmacEs Errico said Menotti, Argenti- 
na’s coach between 1974 and 1982, would sign a one-year contract 
Wednesday. “We can say Menotti is 99 per cent Penarol’s coach. 
We have only to fix a few details,” Enico said. Penarol officials 
hope Menotti wOi help to revive the local fans’ interest in soccer, 
which has dwindled after the country’s uninspired showing in foe 
World Cup in Italy. 


Cypriot club gives up bid for Miiia 


NICOSIA (R) — Cypriot Soccer dub Apop have given up their 
bid to sign 38-year-old Cameroon World Cup hero Roger Mflla 
because he asked for more than they could afford. The Cyprus 
News Agency (CNA) quoted Apop President Chris Lhnsras 
Tuesday as saying Milla, who scored four goals as a substitute in 
Italy, was far too expensive. “Hus is Apop, not foeFoir Knox;” 
CNA quoted him as telling MUla’s agent- It said the dub were - 
now hoping to sign an unnamed Bulgarian player instead. 


Karpov widens lead to chess tourney 


BIENNE, Switzerland (AP) — Anatoly Karpov made short shrift 
of fellow Soviet Lev Polugaevsky Tuesday, widening his lead in 
foe International Grandmasters' Chess Tournament. Karpov, 
who will challenge world champion Garni Kasparov in Lyons, 
France, next October, secured the point in just 23 moves Tuesday 
night, playing white. The three other fifth round games all ended 
in draws, leaving the standings unchanged. 


EC seeks uniform anti-doping measures 


ROME (AP) — European Community (EC) health ministers 
have proposed adopting unifo rm laws to combat the use of drugs 
in sports. At an informal meeting in Naples last week, foe 12 
ministers called for foe creation of an EC “code of behaviour” 
against doping. The proposal was announced Tuesday by foe 
Italian government, current head of foe EC. The health ministers 
said the EC should adopt common laws on prescription of 
performance-enhancing drugs, impose uniform penalties for 
fllegal doping and institute a community-wide testing system. 


U.S. forward signed by Italian club 


NEW YORK (AP) — Forward Charles Shackleford will be 
placed on waivers by foe New Jersey Nets and has signed a 
contract to play with Juventus of foe Italian League, according to 
a published report. The New York Post said in Wednesday's 
editions that the Nets refused to raise foe former North Carolina 
State star’s salary. Shackleford's agent, Sal Difazio, was quoted as 
saying the forward would make more than SI million a year in 
Italy and would get an apartment, a car, disability insurance and 
spending money. “He wants to play and he wasn't going to get a 
chance to play for the Nets,” Difazio was quoted as saying. “It 
didn’t look like there would be much opportunity for him in foe 
Nets." The Nets drafted Derrick Coleman mid Roy Hinson is 
coming back from a knee injury. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JULY 27, 1999 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
wonderful day to put into motion 
the conclusions at which you ar- 
rived yesterday. Don’t waft. Open 
up all kinds of new and advanced 
modes of procedure. Show that 
you are wide awake to advance- 
ment. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be 
cautions as the day starts that vou 
make a mistake of a practical 
nature but later you can organise 
your affairs quite intelligently. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your desires need to be mnteri or 
otheis drin k you early too pushy 
but then by the exercise of your 
charm you can gain the headway 
you are seeking. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have in mind of a 
co nfidenti al needs to be kept just 
that during the morning while later 
you can join an interesting group 
who like your hobbies. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A weD meaning compan- 
ion who tries to apply experience 
to your affairs gives poor recom- 
mendation while in evening expert 
shows way to success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Walk 
gingerly into any public issue, 
vocational or otherwise in the 
morning while in the evening go 
out on the town with an influential 
personality. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You would be wise to stop aod 


drink twice before going off on 
some new practical project and 
then routine occupation flows 
more than smoothly. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Doublecheck any invoices or 
fin an cia l statements before acting, 
after which contact congenial com- 
panions for some interesting 
am usemen ts 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Don’t buck early the wishes 
of a determined associate or you 
get a rebuff but instead drink of 
ways to do things at your home so 
it is more exciting. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Consider well better 
organising your days work before 
begin and and it flows smoothly, 
then tonight you can be off 10 
bobby with a good pal. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Put aside your desire 
for recreation early in foe day and 
concentrate upon unique and prog- 
ressive ways to add to your income 
and revenue. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Don't be drawn into a 
famil y dispute at your residence 
during the morning hours and in- 
stead go off on your own and do 
your own unusual drink. 


PISCES: (February 20 to Maid) 
20) Don’t do any woolgathering 
while in motion in the morning and 
then you will be able to see clearly 
an advanced course under which 
you can be more prosperous. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

9 1990 Tribune MetfLa Sanrtcw, Inc. 


TRUMPS AREN’T ENOUGH AGAINST TOMMY 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A 

J 7 5 

0 A 9 6 5 3 2 

* J83 


North's jump to three diamonds, 
a one-round force, promised a heart 
fit, a diamond suit and a good band. 


WEST 

♦ J 10 4 2 

9 Q 10 9 8 6 

v k 8 

* A K 


EAST 

* 9653 
9 Void 

0 10 7 

* Q 10 97652 


SOUTH 

* KQ 8 7 
9 A K 4 3 2 
0 Q J 4 

* 4 


The bidding: 

North East South West 
Pass Pass 1 9 Pass 

3 0 Pass 4 9 DM 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

Besides being hooked on bridge. 
Trump Coup Tommy was an ardent 
skier. Every January he journeyed 
to St. Moritz, in Switzerland, to 
play in the annual bridge congress 
and enjoy foe slopes. And every 
once in a while along would come a 
hand that suited his peculiar talent 
of playing well when trumps broke 
badly, making his hegira doubly 
pleasurable. 


The double fit improved South’s 
hand and game looked like an easy 
proposition until West wielded the 
ax. That defender had never played 
against Tommy before, so did not 
realize the error of his ways. 

Since West's double had to indi- 
cate a trump stack. Tommy’s inter- 
est was immediately awakened. He 
ruffed foe second dub and scorned 
the normal line of drawing a round 
or two of trumps. Instead, he imme- | 
diately led foe queen of diamonds, 
covered by the king and won by j 
dummy's ace. Declarer returned to j 
hand with foe jack of diamonds, 
crossed to the ace of spades and 
ruffed a club, ovemiffed by West. 

West could do no better than re- 
turn foe jack of spades. Tommy 
won. cashed his remaining high 
spade and then ruffed a spade on 
the table. When declarer amply ex- 
ited with a diamond. West was 
trapped. That worthy was forced to 
ruff and a trump return away from 
the queen allowed declarer to seme 
three trump tricks. In all. Tommy 
collected three spade tricks, three 
tramp tricks, a ruff in each hand 
and two diamonds. 


FORECAST FOR TH0RSDAY JULY 26, .199# ; . 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll filter found&m- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make certain that you say and do 
nothing to individuals who are 
dearly feeling out of sorts because 
they feel that they are being badly 
treated by life — or an individual. 


ARSES: (Match 21 to April 19) A 
day when you can sensibly study 
your budget and what is necessary 
in order to have a more secure 
structure to yovzr bnsocss in flil 
possible ways. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You fed you are not getting ahead 
in personal matters as you wish and 
ft is a day to consider changes that 
bring you more of your longings. 

GEMINI: (May 21. to June 21) 
Tackle those intimate c on cer n s you 
have not been able to get around to 

during foe busy days and deckle on 
the most practical way to handle 
them. 


source now bat make surc thcy do ; 
not come wfebfnl ■famkmg hut are 
practical in their nature. . 

LIBRA: (September^ to October 
22) Make sure that your desire , to. ' 
serve and be helpful to others now -- 
is based upon, some tangible evi- 
dence, need and not just because, 
one likes to be a martyr, » 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem. 
ber 21) You canbear loggerheads 
wife an associate who is just as- 
deter mine d as you .and if both of. 
you don’t compromise, you might 
as well avoid meeting.' 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) If you have any problems 
with any friends of acquaintances 
make sure that you approach them 
from a serious and conscientious 
stance. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to- 
December 21) Consider wdl what- 
ever your relationship is with those 
with whom you act side-by-side 
during the bo?y days, consider 
ways to improve accord, 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are. too likely to 
commit youraelf today to' some 
amusement which is. too costly or" 
would not bring anticipated plea- 
sore so use care. ' •- 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about what you can do to i m prove 
your public image by some very 
practical civic or community mat- 
ter and get cre dit affairs straight- 
ened out. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Matters at your residence . 
require a considerable amount of 
diplomacy and self-control or some 
tension could arise that would be 
hard to dissolve. >■ 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Some new ideas come into your 


consciousness from some new 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You need to think over and' 
over again before accepting any 
schools of thought different from 
your proven ones and to avoid a , 
bumtious neighbour. - 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I’m gaining 20 pounds! it's .my. 
protest against the destruction 
of the tropical rain forests!” ; 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIK 
$ - by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
(our anSnary words. . . — . 


Wrap ’em up! 


RANGL 



ORMUF 


CECHIT 


GREBID 


HANP6 OUTMOHEY 
•RI6HTANF LEFT," 
BUT DOESN'T KNOW 
HOW TO SPENT? TT 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: STUNG THYME ANYONE INCOME 


“Why not Join us U you've 

NOTHING ON 


THE Daily Crossword * 


James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Overlook 
8 le confident 

14 Eschewed 

15 Fugitive 

17 Take air 

18 Molluek 

10 100 square 


■■■■■■■ uaiiau 


20 Schwarzen- 
egger role 

22 Govt. ora. 

23 Hacks 

25 Drug fetters 

27 Elongate fish 

28 "Thereby 
hangs — " 

30 Hat 

31 Hurry 

32 "Love Story" 
writer 

33 LaL abbr. 

34 Superlative 
suffix 

35 A mineral 

37 Category 

38 Strike 
41 Amorous 

glance 

43 Short drink 

47 Red color 

48 Part ol Asia 
48 Monograph 

50 Gung ho 

51 Torah 
repository * 

52 Leah’s son 

53 Hard drink ' 

54 Electron tube 

58 Chronicle: 
abbr. 

59 Appease 
63 Defense 

structure 
65 Attack 
68 Great 
87 Tribal 
emblems 
68 Piebald 


ia aaa ana 

■a aua aSBS 


aaaa aaaa 

■ aaaa aaaaa 


sssariii ™ 8 
Sin sums 


AD WcfUj Fteonud ■ 


DOWN 

1. SA. capital 
2 Gormandized 
3 'Stable- Item 

4 Pickpocket 

5 Of a verse, 
form 


6 Notorious 

ruler . 

7 Wonderland 
■6 Explains In a 

way 

9 Difficulty 

10 — cor da 
(music 
direction) 

11 — . ammoniac 

12 Half-price 
items 

13 Game area 
18 Leaven 

21 Dismounted 
24 Hit hard 
as Food store 
27 Without end 

29 OT priest 

30 Eating places 
38 Popular drink 
.38 Psychic’s 

ability 
38 Brook 
40 Direction in 
music 

42 Norse god 


Yesterday^ PaatoSahred: 



44 Effective 

45 Transpose ■ 

46 Duped 

4 1 Deforms. . 
55 Kimono 
accessories 


56 Stovenly.pfacs 
57 -Sailor**.; saint * 
' 6Q Hew : 

62 Male ;an!mal . 
64 Rainy / .• 


#V:\ 







omy 


Kremlin announces radical 


new 


MOSCOW (R) — - The Soviet 
government has announced 
tMical plans to mop up foreign 
currency, introducing real in- 
terest rates, an effective amnesty 
for black market dollars and 
shops to spend them in. 

Deputy Prime Minister Stepan 
Sitaryan, head of the Foreign 
Economic Commission, told 
TASS news agency that Soviet 
Citizens held $340 million worth 
of convertible currency which 
they had been banned from 
spending in the Soviet Union. 

In line with a government re- 
solution announced Tuesday a 
network of trade houses and pri- 
vate shops will open where Soviet 
businesses or private citizens can 
buy imported and high-quality 


domestically produced goods. 

Sitaiyan said Soviet citizens 
would also be allowed in future to 
open foreign currency accounts at 
the foreign trade bank Vnesheco- 
nombank without declaring 
where they got the money. 

“This will enable many Soviet 
citizens owning foreign currency 
to legalise ir and use it on Soviet 
territory,” TASS quoted him as 
saying. 

Ordinary Soviet people have 
been banned from holding con- 
vertible currency for decades. 
But growing contact with the 
West since Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev came to power has 
greatly increased expectations, 
smuggling and the blade market. 

Sitaryan said the government 
would reconsider its interest rate 


i currency 

policy for these deposits in fore- 
ign currency accounts, as an addi- 
tional incentive for depositors. 

Interest, damned in communist 
ideology as exploitation by capi- 
talists, has traditionally been 
minimal or non-existent, 

Sitaryan, a key figure in Gor- 
bachev’s plans to convert to a 
“planned market economy,” said 
a reason for the new policy was 
that Soviet enterprises had begun 
hoarding foreign currency re- 
serves to keep their workers hap- 

py- 

He forecast that once the new 
system was in place the govern- 
ment would earn a healthy fore- 
ign currency income from it. But 
he said the government was 
aware it could provoke protests 
from some sectors of society. 


EC gives $835mto boost 
under-developed regions 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community's (EC’s) execu- 
tive commission has earmarked 
663 million European Currency 
Units (ECUs) ($840 million) to 
boost industry in less-developed 
and dedining regions of the 12- 


nation group. 

The commission said in a state- 
ment it was putting 433 million 
ECUs (S549 million) towards en- 
vironment and transport projects 
in parts of Spain. These included' 
cleaning up rivers in the north- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, July 25, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutschcmark 
Swiss franc 


J 195.2 1202.4 
407.4 409.8 


Frcndi franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8080.90 

U.S. dollar 

1.156 0/70 

■ ■ Canadian dollar 

1.6240/45 

Deutschemarks 

1.8300/10 

Dutch guilders 

1.3835/45 

Swiss francs 

33.41/46 

Belgian francs 

5.4440/90 

French francs 

1189/1190 

Italian lire 

149.15/25 

. Japanese yen 

5.9100/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.2625/75 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1800/50 

Danish crowns 

367.30/70 

U.S. dollars 


western region of Asturias and 
building sections of a high-speed 
rail link between Madrid and 
Seville. 

Another 81 million ECUs 
(5103 million) would help fund a 
three-year programme to im- 
prove Spain’s scientific research 
facilities, the commission added. 

The money was given under a 
five-year spending package worth 
more than £60 billion which is 
intended to narrow the economic 
gap between the rich countries at 
the centre of the 12-nation Com- 
munity- and the poorer ones on 
the periphery. 

The commission also set aside 
131 million ECUs (S166 million) 
to encourage new business in 
areas of France. Britain, the 
Netherlands and Belgium hit 
hard by the decline of their so- 
called “smoke-stack” industries. 

It allocated a Further 18 million 
ECUs ($23 million) to restructure 
Denmark’s ship-building industry 
and shipyards and steelworks in 
West Germany. 

The European Commission has 
also approved grants totalling 
almost 960 million ECUs ($1.22 
billion) to help provide jobs and 
taining in five EC countries. 


THURSDAY-FRTOAY, JULY 26-27, 1990 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Australia betters sheep exports 

SYDNEY (AP) — New shipments of live sheep are expected to 
leave for the Middle East in the next few weeks under stricter 
roles that the industry hopes will help revive the stalled trade. 
Australian Meat and Livestock Corporation Chairman Dick 
Austen said that a new live sheep shipment to Saudi Arabia was 
imminent and that the trade was beginning to put itself in order 
again after costly disruptions. “These conditions will give us a 
strong degree of confidence about the status of age and health in 
our export sheep,” he told a farmers group. Australia’s live-sheep 
trade with Saudi Arabia has been disrupted since last August after 
shipments were rejected because the Saudis said the anixnab were 
diseased. The trade resumed last December. But four shipments 
were rejected in April and May, and exporters have not been 
assigning ships to the route. In the latest incident, 21 ,000 sheep 
were rejected by Bahrain this month because of an unacceptably 
high level of the disease scabby mouth. The problems had turned 
into “a very, very nasty situation” which would take a while to 
repair, Austen said. “For the Iasi 12 months it’s been a battle to 
get the whole thing changed so we can be responsive to the real 
Saudi demands of quality and health,” he said. 

Saudi plant may use Malaysian rubber 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Saudi Arabia is likely to import 
natural rubber from Malaysia for its tire manufacturing plant 
scheduled to open in about two years, the Saudi minister of 
industry and electricity has said. Abdul Aziz Alzamil added that 
the best tires were made from a combination of natural and 
synthetic rubber. Saudi Arabia will also open a synthetic robber 
production plant for the tire plant, he said. 

France to lend Yemen $21 m 

SANAA (R) — Yemen has signed a protocol with France for a 
$21 million loan for financing communications and electricity 
projects. Yemen will have to repay the loan within 20 years. The 
loan attracts one per cent interest per annum after a 10-year grace 
period. 

ADB lends Tunisia $80 million 

ABIDJAN (R) — The African Development Bank (ADB) has 
approved a 60 million SDR ($80 million) line of credit to Tunisia 
to help the North African country expand its tourism industry. 
The Abidjan-based bank said the loan would be channelled 
through the National Bank for the Development of Tourism to 
finance projects such as the construction of additional hotel 
rooms. 

Bulgaria expects further price raises 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria's socialist government expects to raise 
prices by up to 80 per cent on everything except basic food next 
month. Finance Minister Belcho Belchev has said. “We expect an 
increase in prices of about 74 to 80 per cent in August. Belchev 
said. “By the end of the year about 40 per cent of goods in 
Bulgaria will be affected.” Belchev said the increases were part of 
a plan to rescue Bulgaria's debt-ridden economy. Under hardline 
communist leader Todor Zhivkov, Bulgaria ran up foreign debts 
of more than $10 biliion and subsidised non-pro fi table state 
industries. Many prices have been increased since Zhivkov was 
ousted last November and Prime Minister Andrei Lukanov has 
pledged to introduce a market economy and private enterprise. 
Bulgaria almost doubled the price of petrol Monday following 
cuts in oil shipments from the Soviet Union, causing panic buying 
and long queues at petrol stations. 


Gap between 
rich, poor 
increases 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
gap between rich and poor wide- 
ned so much in the 1980s that the 
Ticbesc one per cent receive near- 
ly as much of Americans' total 
income after taxes as the bottom 
40 per cent, a liberal research 
group has said. 

The bottom 40 per cent will 
receive 34.2 per cent of total 
after-tax income received by all 
groups in 1990. while the top one 
per cent will receive 12.6 per 
cent, the Centre on Budget and 
Policy Priorities said. 

“This marks a sharp change 
from 1980, when the top one per 
cent received half as much after- 
tax income as the bottom 40 per 
cent, according to the report, 
which was based on an analysis of 
the Congressional Budget Office 
data on income and taxes. 

The share of income going to 
those Americans in the middle of 
the income scale is lower than at 
any time since the end of World 
War II, the centre said. 

The report also said the richest 
2.S million people have nearly as 
much total income as the 100 
million Americans with the 
lowest incomes. 

Robert Greenstein, executive 
director of the centre, said the 
changes were due in part to in- 
creased income from capital gains 
received by the wealthy. The 
findings, he said, were an argu- 
ment against President George 
Bush's call for a cut in the tax on 
capital gains. 


THE JORDAN CHAPLAINCY • 

Summer Club for Children 

Aged 5-1 1 

July 30th - August 2nd 

From 9 am -12.30 
For more information tel: 628543 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consists of two large bedroom and one small salon, dining room, 
two batbrooms, kitchen, backyard. The apartment has a front 
garden, separate entrance, telephone and central heating. 
Location: Shmeisani, near the Yugoslav Embassy. 

For more information please call 661658. 


Iran will seek 
$1 7.5b credits 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (Agencies) — 
The head of Iran's central bank 
said Tehran will seek $17.5 billion 
in foreign loans to build a produc- 
tion project, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) reported 
Wednesday. ’ 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Mohammed 
Hussein Adeti as saying “the 
country’s budget has pro- 
visioned utilising foreign re- 
sources and we plan to secure it 
from sources, institutions or 
countries which could be to our 
interest/' 

Speaking at a banking seminar 
in Tehran, Adeli did not specify 
where Iran would seek loans or 
what project would be built. 

“Iran has come to the conclu- 
sion to use some $17.5 billion 
from foreign sources on the con- 
dition that it is solely spent on 
execution of a certain production 
project.” IRNA quoted Adeli as 
saying. 

In the past, Iranian leaders 
have shunned foreign borrowing 
on the grounds that it is anti- 
constitutional. 

But the pragmatic government 
of President Hasfaemi Rafsanjani 
has been engaged in gradually 
modifying many of the country’s 
economic policies to speed up 
post-war reconstruction, boost 
sluggish production and get the 


ailing economy b3ck on its feet. 

However. Raf ansan jani 's hard- 
line opposition, led by former 
interior minister Ali Akbar 
Mohts&hemi. is opposed to the 
government’s economic and fore- 
ign policies. 

From his seal in the parlia- 
ment, won after he was sacked by 
Rafsanjani last year, Mohtashemi 
has vehemently argued against 
foreign borrowing on the grounds 
it will plunge Iran into an endless 
cycle of debt. 

Rafsanjani's five-year econo- 
mic plan, launched last year, 
already calls for $27 billion m 
foreign investment. But his gov- 
ernment has previously said it 
would not seek straight loans. 

Adeli's comments were the 
first indication 1 that Tehran may 
have modified its earlier decision. 

Iran's excellent credit situation 
should make it relatively easy to 
raise foreign loans, experts say. 

Meanwhile, a Japanese foreign 
ministry official said in Tokyo 
Wednesday that Iran has asked 
Japan for loans to build a dam 
under Tokyo's official develop- 
ment aid programme. 

Tehran said it would need the 
loans to cover about half the 
estimated S3 billion cost of the 
hydroelectric plant on the Karun 
river in southern Iran, the official 
said. 


BRITISH CITIZENS: 
RIGHT TO VOTE 

The Representation of the People Act of 1989 has made 
important changes in who can vote in U.K. Parliamentary 
and European Parliamentary Elections. 

1 . Even if you left the U.K. as long ago as October 1970 
you can still vote. 

2. People who left the U.K. before they were old enough 
to be included on the Electoral Register may register 
as overseas electors. 

3. You need no longer declare an intention to return to the 
U.K. 

In order to qualify you need to fill in an application form 
by *10 October 1990. 

To get a form and explanatory leaflet contact the 
Consular Section, British Embassy, P.O. Box 87, 
Abdoun. 

* 15 September 1990 In Northern Ireland.' 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Location: Jabai Amman, 7th Circle. 

Consists of: two bedrooms, sitting room and dining room. 
Central heating and telephone 
Annual rent: JD 2,500 

Tel. no. 812032 


RUSSIAN PIANO 
FOR SALE 

A Russian piano (Zeria 2). New and in a good condition for 
sale. 

Interested contact: Tel: 848601. 


SECRETARY/ ASST. TO MANAGER 

A local company is seeking a secretary/asst, to manager 
(working hours 3.30-6.30 p.m.). Requirements: Mother tongue 
English, full secretarial abilities. & excellent written communica- 
tion. Word processing skills essential. 

Please fax your C.V. to Fax No. 690882. 


Furnished or Unfurnished Flats For Rent 

The flats are in a modem building consisting ot three apart- 
ments The first is three bedrooms, two bathrooms, spacrous 
salons and kitchen. The second has two bedrooms, salon, 
bathroom and kitchen. The third consists of one bedroom, 
bathroom, salon and kitchen. 

AH the flats have central heating and can be rented out with or 
without furniture. Rent to be paid annually. 

Location: Shmeisani — opposite the King Abdullah Gardens. 

Call t el: 668904, Amman 


Cinema 


RAINBOW. 


Tel: 625155 


STEALING HOME 


FOR SALE 


Construction company GP Planum of 22. Oktobra 15, 11080 
Zemum, Yugoslavia, announces sate of secondhand plant & 
equipment and invites all interested parties to submit their offers 
in accordance with terms and conditions specified therein: 

List of equipment is available upon request, please call: 

Amin Kawar & Sons Co. 

Phone: 603703 
Mr. Suhail Haddad 


AMMAN 

Invites all those who are interested 
to an 

evening of Indian folklore 
music and dance 

on FRIDAY the 27th JULY 
at 8:30 p.m. 

At the Cultural Palace (Sports City), Amman 

N.B.:Collect your FREE entry pass from 
the Embassy of India, First Circle, 
Jabai Amman 

on Thursday (26th) & Friday (27th) 
July, 1990. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A Marketing Officer/Account Director 
Required for a leading advertising agency 
Candidate should: 

1 . Hold a BBA or MBA in Marketing preferably from a U.S. 
or U.K. University. 

2. Have an excellent command of written and spoken 
English. 

3. Be a Jordanian citizen. 

Please send C.V. and recent photo to P.O. Box 
5503, Amman. Applications will be dealt with In 
strict confidentiality. 


ASSISTANT DEPARTMENT 
DIRECTOR 

Bankers are invited to apply for the post of Assistant 
Department Director at a reputable bank. 

The successful candidate will be required to participate in 
the management of the Department operation, follow up 
on loans performance and status. Problem solving abili- 
ties would be an advantage. 

The candidate should be a qualified banker with several 
years of experience. The candidate should also possess 
public relations skills and have knowledge of the banking 
environment in Jordan. 

Compensation will be competitive and based on experi- 
ence and potential. 

Interested candidates to submit CVs to: 

P.O. Box 830703 
Amman, Jordan 

Latest date to receive applications shall not be later than 
2nd August 1990. Notifications for interview will follow. 


A 1984 Qatari-licensed BMW 7351 
Manual TRNS, excellet conditions , full 
options (27) dark green colour 
Price negotiable, for review or more in 
formation, Call 671007, between 
7 a.m. — 12-noon. 


INFORMATION SPECIALIST 

Applicants are invited to apply for the post of Banking 
information Specialist. 

The responsibilities of the incumbent will include monitor- 
ing the performance of financial institutions using com- 
puterized data information system to report progress and 
analyze results and maintaining accounts. 

The successful candidate will possess a degree in 
Business Administration and/or Management of Informa- 
tion Systems. The candidate should have competence in 
operating and modifying computerized data systems and 
possess public relations skills. Knowledge of the business 
environment in Jordan would be an advantage. 

Interested candidates to submit CVs to: 

P.O. Box 830703 
Amman, Jordan 

Latest date to receive applications shall not be later than 
2nd August 1990. Notifications for interview will follow. 


performances: 3:30. 630, 8:30 prtn- 


Cinema 


.CONCORD. 


Tel: 677420 


Dureld Lahham / 
Madeline Tatar 

kafroun 


Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 10:30 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 



Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 ■■ Cinema 


Adel Imam, Yusra 
In 

The Devil's 
Island 

Performances: 12:30, 330. 630, &30, IM5 p-m. 
Friday & Sunday extra show at 51:00 a.m. 



PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


Adel Imam, Yusra c 

The Devil's Island?” 


Performances: 


1230, 3:30, St30, IMS |un. 
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Lull in Liberia fighting after 
rebels bombard Doe's mansion 


ABIDJAN (R) — Rebels attacking fee Liberian 
capital Monrovia have pulled back from the city 
centre after bombarding President Samuel Doe’s 
mansion from the sea, diplomats reported 
Wednesday. 


They said it was undear 
whether the rebel forces were 
regrouping for a further assault or 
whether their foray into the cen- 
tre of the capital had been a 
tactical hit-and-run raid. 

“It was astonishingly quiet all 
day yesterday, but it's all specula- 
tion what's happening," one 
Western diplomat in neighbour- 
ing Ivory Coast said. 

As the rebels dose in. Doe is 
dinging to power in his heavily- 
fortified sea-front mansion with a 
few hundred of his best troops 
and big ammunition stockpiles. 

The rebels shot their way into 
the heart of Monrovia Monday, 
but diplomats said there was a lull 
Tuesday after a rebel gunboat 
staged a pre-dawn bombardment 
of Doe's residence. The boat 


withdrew under government for- 
ces’s canon fire. 

The U.S. State Department 
said Tuesday night that light 
shooting had been heard through- 
out the day In Monrovia, but 
rebels were no longer visible in 
the dty centre. 

They were believed to have 
withdrawn to the industrial and 
port area northwest of the city 
centre, which fell to rebel forces 
at the weekend. 

Some diplomats in close touch 
with their embassies in Monrovia 
said the rebels may be reluctant 
to launch a full-scale assault on 
Doe's heavily-defended mansion. 
“The rebels are probably afraid 
to attack the presidential mansion 
because of the firepower concen- 
trated there,” one said. 


Instead, they were thought to 
be using guerrilla tactics to keep 
up psychological pressure on the 
besieged president and his 
troops. Other diplomats said the 
rebels may have withdrawn to 
regroup for a further onslaught. 

Many diplomats say infighting 
between the rival rebel factions 
could also be hampering their 
advance. 

They said the rebel fighters 
who fought their way into the city 
centre belonged to a small break- 
away group led by ex-army Cap- 
tain Prince Johnson. 

Johnson is at odds with the 
mainstream rebel movement, the 
National Patriotic Front of Liber- 
ia, led by former Doe associate 
Charles Taylor. 

Journalists in Monrovia say 
morale in Doe’s undisciplined 
army is already at rock-bottom. 

Nervous soldiers belonging to 
Doe’s minority Krafan tribe have 
been looting shops and homes 
and summarily executing civilians 
belonging to the Gio and Mano 
tribes which solidly support the 


rebel cause. 

The State Department said a 
U.S. offer to help Doe quit Liber- 
ia was still open, but with the 
deteriorating security situation in 
Monrovia it could be hard to 
cany out. 

Doe has vowed to fight to the 
end, but diplomats say he is 
virtual hostage of his own men, 
who might use him to ensure a 
safe passage out of Monrovia. 

Liberia has had a special rela- 
tionship with Washington since 
freed American slaves founded 
the West African country in 1847. 
A U.S. naval task force is stand- 
ing offshore to evacuate fore- 
igners if necessary. 

In Lagos, newspapers said two 
Nigerian warships were heading 
for Monrovia to evacuate an esti- 
mated 5,000 Nigerians stranded 
in the besieged capitaL 

They quoted naval commander 
Rear Admiral Babatunde EJeg- 
bede as saying the ships, which 
would also evacuate non-Nige- 
rians, should reach Liberia in 24 
hours. 



Trigger happy government soh&ers chive through the streets of Monrovia in a stolen car. 


U.S. to repatriate 6 sets of MIA 
remains collected by Cambodians 


/PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — U.S. military experts 
announced Wednesday they will 
repatriate six sets of human re- 
mains collected by Cambodians 
that are believed to be of Amer- 
ican missing from the Vietnam 
War. 

The remains are to be flown to 
Hawaii Thursday in the first re- 
patriation of suspected MIA re- 
mains from Cambodia, said the 
mission. led by U.S. Army Col. 
Joseph Harvey. 

Four sets of remains were from 
outlying provinces and two were 
from Choeung Ek, about 15 
kilometres southwest of Phnom 
Penh. 


The Communist Khmer Rouge 
are thought to have killed at least 

20,000 people at Choeung Ek 
during four years of rule that 
began when the United States 
withdrew from Indochina in 1975. 

It was unclear whether the re- 
mains found in Choeung Ek 
dated from before the Khmer 
Rouge government. 

"We came and did our work 
and the cooperation was every- 
thing we asked for," Harvey told 
reporters after meeting with 
Cambodia's First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Dith Munty. 

Eighty-two Americans were 
missing in action in Cambodia 
during the Indochinese war. The 


U.S. specialists examined 28 sets 
of remains thought to be those of 
Americans that had been col- 
lected by the government in re- 
cent years. 

Han't.* said the six sets of 
remains that are to be repatriated 
warranted farther investigation to 
reach a positive identification. 

A 14-member U.S. repatria- 
tion team is scheduled to arrive 
on Phnom Penh early Thursday 
on an Air Force C-141 to trans- 
port the re mains to the Joint 
Casualty in Resolution Centre 
and the Army Central Identifica- 
tion Laboratory in Hawaii, agen- 
cies that account for America's 
wartime missing . 


U.K. royal 
family put 
on fixed 
income to 
year 2000 


LONDON (Agencies) — Bri- 
tain's royal family has been put 
on a fixed income until the year 

2.000 and the government says it 
will give Queen Elizabeth and her 
close relatives pay rise averaging 
7.5 per cent a year. 

The queen, already the world’s 
richest woman, will receive a £7.9 
million ($14.41 million) a year 
when the new system starts next 
Jan. 1. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher told parliament Tues- 
day the fixed salary would replace 
the annual upratings in the spring 
budget. 

Buckingham Palace said the 
queen had appointed a leading 
accountant to help run her house- 
hold more like a business. 

Michael Peat will be the royal 
household's director of finance 
and property services, overseeing 
the management of Buckingham 
Palace. Windsor Castle, St. 
Jame's Palace and Kensington 
Palace. 

This year, the queen received 
£5.09 million ($9.28 million) from 
the civil list, which pays the work- 
ing expenses and staff salaries of 
the monarchy. 

The average paid to other 
members of the royal family has 
been calculated on the same 
basis. From next year, the Queen 
Mother will get £610,000 ($1.7 
million) Prince Philip £360,000 
($656,000), The Duke of York 
£250,000 ($450,000), Prince Ed- 
ward £100,000 ($182,000) the 
Princess Royal £230,000 
($420,000), Princess Margaret 
£220,000 ($400,000) and Princess 
Alice, Duchess of Glouc- 
ester £90,000 ($164,000). The 


Rains force Manila to 
suspend relief flights 


MANILA (AP) — Torrential 
rains Wednesday forced officials 
to suspend relief flights to 
Baguio, where thousands of peo- 
ple were left homeless by last 
week’s earthquake. 

Also Wednesday, the govern- 
ment announced it would seek 
debt relief from foreign creditors 
because of the devastating quake. 

The rains, which flooded 
streets and snarled traffic in Man- 
ila, also prompted President 
Corazon Aquino to cancel a plan- 
ned visit to quake-ravaged Nueva 
Vizcaya province. 

Storms raised fears of flooding 
throughout Luzon. 

Defence Secretary Fidel 
Romos, chairman of the National 
Disaster Coordinating Council, 
said nearly 90,000 people were 
left homeless. 


On Tuesday, the House of 
Representatives approved a re- 
solution urging Aquino to sus- 
pend payments on the nation's 
$26-billion foreign debt for two- 
and-one-half years to free funds 
for reconstruction. 

The official preliminary esti- 
mate of the quake damage is 
15.97 billion pesos ($694 millioa), 
bat the total is expected to in- 
crease as reports from isolated 
areas reach Manila. 

The debt measure, which was 
sent to the Senate, is non- 
binding. But House members 
threatened to enact a compulsory 
moratorium if Aquino rejected 
the proposal. 

On Monday, Aquino had 
warned in her state of the union 
•address against any measures that 
would jeopardise the country’s 
credit standing. 


Bishop of Bath and Wells to 
replace Runcie in January 


LONDON (R) — Bishop George 
Leonard Carey of Bath and Wells 
was named Wednesday to suc- 
ceed Robert Rnncie as 
Archbishop of Canterbury, spir- 
itual head of the Church of Eng- 
land and 70 million Anglicans 
around the world. 

Carey, 54, whose diocese is in 
southwest England, is expected 
to be enthroned early next year as 
the 103rd successor to St. Augus- 
tine. 

Runcie is to leave office on 
Jan. 31, nine months before the 
mandatory retirement age of 70. 

Carey, who is married with two 
sons and two daughters, has been 
bishop of Bath and Wells since 
1987. 

The Church of England is the 


country’s established state 
church, headed by Queen Eli- 
zabeth. 

The archbishop is appointed by 
the queen on the recommenda- 
tion of Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, who chooses from two 
names proposed by a specially 
constituted 16-member church 
commission. 


An aide to Thatcher said she 
had seen Carey Monday and in- 
formed him of his selection. The 
second name pat forward was not 
disclosed. 


There has been strong interest 
in church aides about who would 
succeed Runcie since he 
announced bis retirement 
March. 


in 


2 arrested 
after IRA . 
bomb kills 
nun and 3 
policemen 


BELFAST (R) — Police said 
Wednesday they had arrested two 
men for qoestiomng about a huge 
IRA bomb which killed a Catho- 
lic nun and three policemen when 
it blew their cars off a road in 
Northern Ireland. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), fighting to end British 
rule in Northern Ireland, ack- 
nowledged it planted the bomb 
under the road near Armagh 
Tuesday. 

Police said they arrested the 
two men at their homes, not far 
from the scene of the blast which 
killed 37-year-old Sister Cather- 
ine Dunne and three police offic- 
ers when a land min e containing 
450 kilogrammes of explosive was 
set off. 

Hie guerrillas took a family 
hostage in a nearby bungalow 
from which they detonated the 
bomb using a wire as the un- 
marked police car approached. 
The police car was blown off the 
road, over some hedges and into 
a nearby field, kilting the officers 
instantly. 

Dunne and a companion, social 
worker Cathy McCann, were in a 
car passing in the opposite direc- 
tion when the landmine ex- 
ploded. 

The nnn died in hospital. 
McCann, 25, is being treated for 
a broken shoulder and cuts to her 
head. 

McCann is a daughter of one of 
the first people killed in the 
Northern Ireland conflict which 
flared 20 years ago. Nearly 300 
police officers and reservists have 
been killed and more than 6,000 
injured in the sectarian and poli- 
tical violence. 

Donne’s kit! mg has provoked 
outrage among politicians and 
church leaders. 


Irish Anglican Primate Robin 
Eames, who was a friend of one 
of the policemen, said he was 
disgusted that members of Sinn 
Fein, the IRA’s political wing, 
refused to stand for a min ute’s 
silence in respect for all four dead 
at a service Tuesday night. 

But Sinn Fein councillors stood 
in respect for Dunne, describing 
her as the only innocent victim. 

Neither the IRA nor Sinn Fein 
have apologised for Dunne’s 
death although the guerrilla 
group has in the past expressed 
regret over bungled attacks such 
as the killing two months ago of 
two Australian lawyers in the 
Netherlands. 


Sri Lankan troops capture 2 towns, 
establish link to rebel stronghold 


COLOMBO (AP) — Govern- 
ment troops captured two towns 
outside the Jaffna peninsula and 
opened a major road into the 
Tamil rebel stronghold, military 
officials said Wednesday. 

At least 96 rebels and 13 sol- 
diers were killed in the three-day- 
operation that led to the control 
of Paranthan and Kilinocbchi by 
dusk Tuesday, said the officials. 
Forty-seven militants w«r« killed 
Tuesday in .Kiiinodhchi,. they 
said. 

KOinochchi, 5 kilometres south 
of Paranthan, is linked by nation- 
al highway to the town of Jaffna, 
headquarters of the rebel Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 


Government paratroopers too*. 
Paranthan Monday after fierce 
fighting. The troops then moved 
to Kilinocbchi, es tablishing con- 
trol of the highway, said the 
officials, who cannot be identified 
under briefing rules. 

Hie government troops also 
control tiie highway north of Pa- 
rantban np to the town of 
Elephant Pass, located just inside 
the peninsula. 

“Having secured Paranthan, 
troops established a link between 
Kilinocbchi, Paranthan and 
Elephant -Pass," said a senior 
military official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Elephant Pass is 50 kilometres 
southeast of Jaffna and 300 


ometres north of Colombo. 
The town is at the northern end 
of title Elephant Pass causeway 
across the Jaffna lagoon, which 
links the mainland with the 
peninsula. 

The rebels blew up the cause- 
way last week in an effort to 
intensify their stranglehold on the 
peninsula, but military, officials 
said it was repaired over the 
weekend. 

The causeway is the only viable 
route for large-scale crossing onto 
the peninsula, which hangs tike a 
scorpion’s tail from the northern 
end of the island: 

Elephant Pass has been under 
the tenuous control of the troops 
“ fighting started June 11. 


since 


Premier to form all-Yugoslav party 


BELGRADE (R) — Prime 
Minister Ante Markovic has 
vowed to form an all- Yugoslav 
party to stand for election in his 
deeply divided country. 

In an interview with Macedo- 
nian Television, pritned in Bel- 
grade newspapers Wednesday, 
Markovic said his government 
had held talks with leaders of all 
of Yugoslavia’s unruly republics 
and they had assured him they 
wished to stay within the federa- 
tion. 

“Everywhere, in whatever part 
of the country we held talks, we 
were told that every republic 
wanted to remain wi thin Yugosla- 
via,” be said. 

Markovic said federal elec- 


tions, a date for which has not 
been set, could be held by the end 
of the year. He said his govern- 
ment had already begun prepara- 
tions. 


“This government has worked 
day and night... on a programme 
which is now accepted by all the 
republics and provinces and espe- 
cially by citizens.” Markovic said. 

Multi-ethnic Yugoslavia is 
deeply divided by nationalist and 
ideological disputes which have 
accelerated in recent months and 
threatened its fragile unity. 

Slovenia, the most Westernised 
republic, declared full state 
sovereignty this month while the 
biggest republic, Serbia, has im- 


posed a virtual state of emergen- 
cy in its predominantly ethnic 
Albanian southern province of 
Kosovo. 

Slovenia and Croatia want 
Yugoslavia to become a loose 
confederation and have 
threatened to secede if they do 
not reach agreement with die 
other republics. 

Serbia wants to increase cen- 
tralised control and has been 
reluctant to introduce democratic 
reforms. 


Markovic is the only Yugoslav 
politician who enjoys a measure 
of popular support throughout 
the country because of bold mar- 
ket economic reforms. 


Kaunda frees political prisoners 


LUSAKA (R) — Zambian Presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda said 
Wednesday he would release all 
political prisoners and lift a cur- 
few imposed on Lusaka province 
after riots last month. 

He also announced the post- 
ponement until August 1991 of a 
referendum scheduled for next 
October on a possible return to 
multi-party rule in Zambia. 

The delay would allow for fresh 
registration of voters, a de mand 
made by campaigners against 


one-party rule. 

“We must start afresh and 
hence the need for forgiveness, 
the need to come together 
again,” Kaunda told a news con- 
ference. 

In a radical concession to his 
political opponents, the Zambian 
president, who cracked down 
hard last month on food rioters 
and survived an abortive coup 
attempt, said he would free for- 
mer High Court Judge Edward 
Shamwana, jailed for tife for plot- 


ting to overthrow him in 1980. 

Former Army Commander 
duistone Tembo and three other 
army officers on trial with him . 
for plotting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment in 1988 would also be 
freed. 

So would Lieutenant Mwamba 
Lucfaembe, who announced a 
military takeover of the country 
on June 26, and all those detained 
with him. Thirty-four students 
detained last month would also 
be released. 


Gunmen kill Colombian prosecutor 


BOGOTA (R) — Gunmen shot 
and killed a Colombian state pro- 
secutor who was investigating a 
massacre of civilians in a turbu- 
lent banana-growing region. 

An unknown number of gun- 
men killed Maria Ester Restrepo, 
46, and her police bodyguard as 
she entered her office in the town 
of Apartado, centre of Col- 
ombia’s banana industry, some 
400 kilometres northwest of 
Bogota, a police spokesman said. 

He said police were investigat- 
ing the murder and the motive 
was unknown. 

Colombian RCN radio said 
Restrepo, a regional prosecutor, 
was investigating the massacre 
last January of 42 peasants in the 
area of Pueblo Bello, dose to 
Apartado. 

Gunmen forced the peasants 
into a truck last Jan. 14 and drove 


them some distance before 
murdering them. Authorities be- 
lieve the peasants, whose bodies 
were later found in mass graves, 
were killed by a private army 
controlled by Colombian drug 
traffickers. 


The Uraba banana-growing re- 
gion is one of Colombia's most 
conflict-ridden. Leftist guerrillas 
and rightist death squads are ac- 
tive in the region and it is known 
for its poor relations between 
trade unions and employers in the 
banana industry. 

Meanwhile, the United States 
and Colombia, forging doser 
ties in the war on drags, agreed 
Tuesday to share some assets 
confiscated from traffickers in the 
United States. 

Under an agreement signed 
here by Colombian Justice Minis- 


ter Roberto Salazar and U.S. 
Ambassador in Bogota Thomas 
MacNamara, Washington 
pledged to hand over to Col- 
ombia all or part of the proceeds 
from drug-traffickers’ assets 
seized in the United States as a 
result of information provided by 
Colombian authorities. 

Both men welcomed the accord 
— the first of its kind the United 
States has signed — as an impor- 
tant step towards greater interna- 
tional cooperation in the anti- 
drug fight. 

Salazar said the funds would 
help compensate for “the enor- 
mous efforts Colombia is making 
in terms of economic resources 
and human lives In the fight 
against drugs.’'. 

He also underlined the import- 
ance of the accord in countering 
laundering of drug proceeds. 


Prince of Wales, heir to the 
throne, does not figure on the list 
because he draws his income 
from his personal estate, the 
Duchy of Cornwall. 

Thatcher, said in announcing 
the move that the royal family 
“are a focus of patriotism, loyal- 
ty, affection and esteem. It is a 
rare combination and we should 
value it.” 

In a separate development, 
lawyers for Queen Elizabeth have 
won a court injunction forcing the 
French magazine Paris Match to 
remove an eyebrow-raising arti- 
cle about the royal household 
from all copies soldi in Britain. 

The 8,000 copies of the weekly 
photo, news and gossip magazine 
that appeared on British news- 
stands Tuesday had a sticker in 
place of the eight-page article. It 
said: "For legal resons pages have 
been removed.” 


Hong Kong immigration department besieged as deadline nears 


HONG KONG (AP) — 
Thousands of people mobbed 
Hong Kong’s immigration de- 
partment Wednesday, the last 
day to apply to move to Britain 
and escape Communist rule when 
the British colony reverts to Chi- 
na in 1997. 

Labourers, doctors, clerks, 
housewives and teachers 
squeezed into a line that snaked 
more than a kilometre over 
pedestrian walkways and along 
two main avenues in downtown 
Hong Kong. At least 50 people 
had spent the night, and several 
children fainted because of hot, 
humid weather. 

Immigration officials said that 
by 5 p.m. (0900 GMT), 4,857 
heads of households had applied 
for tile special nationality plan 
and that at least 30,000 people, 
including children and other de- 


pendents, had waited in line. 
Before Wednesday, an estimated 

26.000 bad submitted applica- 
tions. 

“If we don’t apply, we’ll lose 
out and become poor like all 
Communists,” said John Lam, a 
41-year-old office manager in a 
trading house, who had been 
waiting for six hours. 

‘Tin doing this for my son," he 
said, pointing to a baity sleeping 
peacefully in a pink sfrolleT. 

Under the nationality plan, the 
British government is allowing 

50.000 Hong Kong households — 
an estimated 225,000 people — 
the right to live in Britain in an 
attempt to stop Hong Kong’s best 
and brightest from leaving the 
tenitoiy. The plan is scheduled to 
be signed into law at Buckingham 
Palace Wednesday. 

According to Hong Kong im- 


migration officials, abot 3.5 mil- 
lion of Hong Kong’s 5.7 million 
people are eligible for considera- 
tion under the package. 

But most of those eligible don’t 
have to apply formally because 
they can easily prove they are 
British subjects, either by posses- 
sing a British-Hong Kong pass- 
port or a Hong Kong birth certifi- 
cate. 

As such, thousands of people 
needlessly lined up Wednesday 
and the immigration department 
issued pleas to people with 
British-Hong Kong passports or 
birth certificates to go home. 

The confusion was another ex- 
ample that people in this British 
colony are becoming increasingly 
desperate about their future. 

Already more than 1,000 peo- 
ple a week are emigrating, mainly 
to Australia and Canada, because 


they fear a loss of rights and 
opportunities when Hong Kong 
reverts to Chinese rule in 1997. 

Mothers waiting in line 
Wednesday carried children 
strapped to their chests. Old 
ladies leaned on walkers, and 
businessmen spoke into portable 
phones as they awaited their turn. 

C.B. Chan, assistant director 
of immigration, said 120 immigra- 
tion officers were added to pro- 
cess the heavy flow of applica- 
tions Wednesday. The depart- 
ment would stay open until mid- 
night (1600 GMT) to accommo- 
date the crowd, be said. 

As part of a 1984 agreement, 
China promised to maintain 
Hong Kong's freewheeling eco- 
nomic and social system under a 
programme it calls "one country, 
two systems." But after the June 
1989 crackdown on the pro- 


democracy movement in Peking,, 
many in the territory lost faith in 
China’s promise. 

Hong Kong residents also 
question Britain's assurances of 
its support up until 1997, when 
Britain’s 99-year lease runs out. 

In a sign interpreted by many 
as kowtowing to China, the colo- 
nial government is prosecuting 
five pro-democracy activists for 
breaking an obscure law banning 
die use of bullhorns. A verdict is 
expected Friday. 

The government also has cen- 
sored a film critical of Peking and 
banned the Goddess of Democra- 
cy Radio ship from visiting the 
tenitoiy this year. The ship's 
organisers have since given up 
their attempt to broadcast into 
China. 

A recent letter sent by a top’ 
official, William Ehrman, to 


Chinese authorities reaffirmed. 
Britain’s policy of forbidding 
Hong Xong from becoming a 
base for “subversive activities,” 
local media have reported. 

A sudden job switch by Bri- 
tain's foreign minister with spe- 
cial responsibility for Hong 
Kong, Frauds Maude, also has 
.reduced confidence in the British. 

Maude, whose trip, to Peking 
Tuesday made him the highest-' 
ranking European official to visit 
China rince last summer’s crack- 
down, has been appointed finan- 
cial secretary to the treasury. 


"litis is a crucial stage of nego- 
tiations,” said Martin Lee, a 
member of theHbng Kong’s Leg- 
islative Council and . a leading 
political activist. “I hope the per- 
son replacing him will... take. 
Hong Kong matters to heart.” 



$10m ball set. 
for Brando’s sod 


Van Gogh suffered 
inner-ear infection, 
not madness 


CHICAGO (AP) — Vincent Van 
Gogh. Who cut off part of his left, 
ear arid later commited suicide, 
suffered from -an inner ear infec- 
tion, not from epilepsy and mad- 
ness, according to a medical re- 
searcher. Pain or intense noise 
from the infection may have, 
driven him to mutilate himself, 
said Dr. I. Kaufman Aren berg, 
lead anthor of.a report published 
in this week’s -Journal •' of the 
American .Medical Association. 
Arenberg bcKeves Van Gogh, 
who commited suicide 100 years 
ago' this Sunday, - su f fe re d from . 
Meniere's Disease. The disease is 
an often-misdiagnosed infection 
that now afflicts about .7 million 
Americans in one or both inner 
ears, Arenberg s akf in a tele- 
phone interview. 


Marilyn Quayle ‘is 
doing wets* 


WASHINGTON (AP) — the 
wife of Vice President Dan. 
Quayle. is doing well at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital after weekend 
surgery and is expected to return 
home later this week, a spokes- . 
man. said Monday. David Beck- 
with, tiie vice president's chief 
spokesman, said (he family did 
not want to disclose the type of 
operation or the disease. Sources 
have told the Associated Press 
that Marilyn Quayle bad cervical 
cancer. “She’s doing well af 
Bethesda Naval Hospital. We ex- 
pect her home sometime this 
week,” Beckwith said. President 
George Bush called Mrs. Quayle 
over the weekend “to wish her a 
speedy, recovery,” said White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter. Family sources who asked 
not to be identified said the. op- 
eration was for cervical cancer 
detected in a JP^P 1 smear earlier 
this year. Beckwith said Saturday 
only that “’.her and total recovery 
is expected^ with-Mrs. Quayfe- 
resuming a full schedule in four to’ 
six weeks. 


Actress Kelly 
Lebrock has a boy 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — It’s a 
boy for actress Kelly Lebrock and . 
hr actor-busband Steven Seagal. 
Dominic San Rocco •' Seagal 
weighed 7 pounds (3 kilogrammes) . 
when he was bom last Thursday 
at Cedaxs-Sinal Medical Center; 
said Paul Bloch, publicist for the', 
couple. “Mother and child -are" in 
excellent health;” Bloch said 
Monday. The couple and theft* 
newborn have returned to theft 
home near Santa Barbara, 
said. The Seagals also have. » 
3-year-old daughter,. Annalizd" 
Miss Lebrock may be best knowh 
for her role in the- movie Woman 
in Red. Seagal won acclaim for 
his role in the film Above the law: 


Norwegian soldier 
swims for 50 hours 


OSLO, Norway - (AP)' - 
Norwegian soldier swam f 
hoars in an Arctic fjord tin 
weekend in a' bet with ar j 
who rode -a bicycfc for"?# 
straight, a report-said Mo 
Per CJiristiaaSolberg, 
old maritte/swam 60 kflon 
in north Norway’s Han 
‘Fjord, complete the aoi 
marathon Sunday evening, ( 
Verde ns Gang '• newspape 
ported. Hc wore a wetjm 
scuba diving ffippcrsT.’Ihe 
SOklier. who" was riot fmm 
the report, bad. fulfilled 
gentlemen’s bet by v bit 
more than t,Obo kflqfe&i 
Ramsund toQsfo 
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LOS ANGELES (R) ^ A judge' 
has set bail at $10 million for 
actor Marlon Brando’s son 
Christian, who is accused of 
'murdering .his half-sister’s boyf- 
riend. Marlon Brando sat emo- 
tionless as Los Angeles criminal , 
court Judge Larry Fidter 
announced the sum, .befieved to : 
be the highest in California his- 
tory. Court sources smd Brandb- 
would be able, to raise the money - 
and Christian was expected tohe 
freed. ’’He’ll be home in time for 
supper,” said one source, who. 
asked not to .be named,, said. _ 
Christian wds also ordered.-to 
surrender his passport. Defence 
Attorney Robert Shapiro said 
Brando would put up his $5 mil- 
lion Hollywood mansion as col- 
lateral for " halT the bail: The •; 
mansion where. Marlon Brando 
has Eyed for 33. years was .the 
scene of the fatal May 16 shoot- 
ing. Tidier said at the end of the 
pre liminar y twp-day hearing that 
there was enough evidence 
against Christian Brando to jus- 
tify his trial for mnrder. No date 
was set for the trial. 
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